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Jet goes 
missing 
with 162
on board

 BY ALI KOTARUMALOS
AND MARGIE MASON

The Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — An
astonishingly tragic year for air 
travel in Southeast Asia turned
worse Sunday when an AirAsia
plane carrying 162 people disap-
peared over stormy Indonesian
waters, with no word on its fate
despite several hours of search-
ing by air and sea.

AirAsia Flight 8501 vanished
in airspace possibly thick with 
dense storm clouds, strong winds
and lightning on its way from

Surabaya, 
Indonesia, to
Singapore. 
Searchers 
had to fight 
against 
heavy rain.

The Ma-
laysia-based 
carrier’s 
loss comes
on top of the

still-unexplained disappearance
of Malaysia Airlines Flight 370
in March and the downing of Ma-
laysia Airlines Flight 17 in July 
over Ukraine.

At the Surabaya airport, 
shocked family members pored
over the plane’s manifest, crying 
and embracing when they learned
the news.

Nias Adityas, a housewife from 
Surabaya, was overcome with 
grief when she found the name
of her husband, Nanang Priow-
idodo, on the list.

The 43-year-old tour agent had 
been taking a family of four on a 
trip to Singapore, Malaysia and
Indonesia’s Lombok island, and 
had been happy to get the work.
SEE MISSING ON PAGE 10

‘ We have 
no idea at 
the moment 
what went 
wrong. ’
Tony Fernandes
AirAsia group CEO

NATO troops end one mission
in Afghanistan, start another

 BY HEATH DRUZIN

Stars and Stripes

KABUL, Afghanistan — The U.S. and 
NATO formally transitioned Sunday to a 
new “noncombat mission in a combat en-
vironment” whose definition remains as 
unclear as Afghanistan’s future, now that 
the bulk of foreign forces have left.

During an hourlong ceremony in a drab 
gymnasium at the headquarters of the 
military coalition that has battled against 
insurgents for 13 years, generals hailed 
the end of a mission while struggling to 
explain the parameters of what will still 
be a substantial military operation in 
Afghanistan.

“Today marks an end of an era and the 
beginning of a new one,” International 

Security Assistance Force commander 
Gen. John Campbell said at the ceremony. 
“Today NATO ends its combat mission.”

 There will still be roughly 11,000 Amer-

ican troops in Afghanistan next year as 
part of the Resolute Support mission to 
train, advise and assist Afghanistan’s 
roughly 350,000 security forces. Coali-
tion members will still be able to conduct 
airstrikes and to defend themselves if en-
gaged by insurgents.

A portion of the U.S. troops will fall 
outside the NATO training and advising 
mission, focusing on counterterrorism, 
force protection and logistics, according 
to ISAF spokesman Lt. Col. Christopher 
Belcher. U.S. officials have said troops 
conducting counterterrorism missions 
will be able to go after terrorists and “as-
sociated forces,” a broad term that could 
include Taliban insurgents deemed to be 
connected to groups like al-Qaida.
SEE MISSION ON PAGE 2

‘ Resolute Support is 
a noncombat mission, 
that is the very clear 
statement. It is a
noncombat mission in
a combat environment. ’

Lt. Gen. Carsten Jacobson
ISAF deputy commander

HEATH DRUZIN/Stars and Stripes

Gen. John Campbell, commander of the U.S.-led military coalition in Afghanistan, unfurls the flag of Resolute Support, the name 
of the new military mission in the country that will focus on training and advising Afghan forces. The ceremony on Sunday  in 
Kabul marked the end of the International Security Assistance Force.
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“It would be a major 
failure on the part of 

everybody involved to have 
a lot of people die from 

malaria in the midst of the 
Ebola epidemic.”

— Dr. Bernard Nahlen, deputy di-
rector of President Barack Obama’s 

Malaria Initiative, saying a drop in 
Guinea’s malaria cases is likely be-

cause people are too scared to go to 
health facilities and are not getting 

treated for malaria

See story on Page 12 
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Belcher said there would be 
a total of roughly 17,500 foreign 
troops in Afghanistan next year, 
some of them U.S. troops per-
forming the non-NATO missions. 
U.S. and NATO officials have 
said that about 12,000  to 13,000 
troops would be part of Resolute 
Support. 

“Resolute Support is a non com-
bat mission; that is the very clear 
statement,” ISAF deputy com-
mander Lt. Gen. Carsten Jacob-
son said after the ceremony. “It is 
a non combat mission in a combat 
environment.”

Under President Barack 
Obama’s plan for withdrawal, all 
U.S. troops are to leave Afghani-
stan by the end of 2016 except an 
undetermined number to defend 
the U.S. Embassy.

Despite officials calling the 
closing of ISAF the end of the 
combat mission, the war is still 

very much raging in Afghanistan, 
with civilian and Afghan secu-
rity force  casualties higher than 
they’ve ever been since the U.S. 
invaded the country in 2001. The 
Taliban is still entrenched and by 
some measures is as strong as it’s 
ever been.

In a statement Sunday, NATO 
Secretary General  Jens Stolten-
berg acknowledged that “many 
challenges remain, and there is 
much work still to do. The Afghan 
security forces will continue to 
need our help as they develop.”

At least one ISAF official had 

seemingly contradictory views on 
how the Afghans are expected to 
bring the insurgency to an end.

“(Afghan forces) have proven 
to us over the last two years in 
combat operations that they are 
capable to defeat the insurgency,” 
Jacobson said.

A few minutes later, he had a 
different take when asked about 
the possibility of a long-elusive 
peace deal between the Afghan 
government and the Taliban.

“An insurgency is not beaten 
on the battlefield,” he said. “An 
insurgency can only be overcome 

by reconciliation.”
What was clear, though, as

troops cased the green ISAF flag
and replaced it with an almost 
identical Resolute Support flag, 
is that despite the foreigners’
bold statements, Afghans, who
have the most to lose if things 
go wrong, are nervous about the
NATO drawdown.

In a speech that was part thank-
you and part plea for continued
help, Mohammad Hanif Atmar, 
national security adviser to
President Ashraf Ghani, praised
his country’s security forces but 
called for the West’s “strategic
patience.” 

“We are not yet able to do ev-
erything alone,” he cautioned. 
“We don’t want or expect that you 
will support us forever. However, 
we need your support more than
ever.”
druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes

Mission: Afghan official says help needed ‘more than ever’

WAR/MILITARY

HEATH DRUZIN/Stars and Stripes

Troops march during a ceremony Sunday in Kabul  marking a change in the 13-year U.S.-led military mission in Afghanistan. 

‘ An insurgency is not beaten on the 
battlefield. An insurgency can only be 
overcome by reconciliation. ’

Lt. Gen. Carsten Jacobson
ISAF deputy commander
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WAR/MILITARY

 BY LYNNE O’DONNELL

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — When 
brothers Amir and Mosha Jan joined 
Afghanistan’s police two years ago, 
they believed  their patriotic duty was 
more important than obeying their 
father, who did not want his only sons 
joining the ranks of a police force on 
the front lines of the war against the 
Taliban.

The father’s worst fears came true 
earlier this year, when gunmen on a mo-
torcycle opened fire on the two broth-
ers as they patrolled the streets of the 
one-time Taliban capital, Kandahar. 

“Two Taliban on a motorcycle start-
ed firing at us,” said Amir, 25 . “My 
brother was shot dead on the spot.” 
Mosha was 23 years old.

As U.S. and international combat 
troops leave Afghanistan after more 
than 13 years fighting the Taliban, Af-
ghan policemen are dying in record 
numbers as they perform dangerous 
tasks usually reserved for the military, 
according to the head of the Europe-
an-funded mission to train the police 
force.

Afghanistan’s war is as hot as it has 

been since the U.S.-led invasion fol-
lowing the Sept. 11 attacks overthrew 
the Taliban. The international combat 
mission ends on Dec. 31, leaving the 
Afghan security forces in charge after 
leading the fight since the middle of 
last year.

Some 5,000 members of Afghani-
stan’s security forces — army, police 
and armed rural defense units — have 
died this year fighting the Taliban, ac-
cording to Karl Ake Roghe, the out-
going head of EUPOL, the European 
Union Police Mission in Afghanistan.

“The police have lost something like 
3,200 this year, so most of the casualties 
belong to the Afghan National Police,” 
Roghe, who has led the mission for 2½ 
years, told The Associated Press. By 
comparison, some 3,500 foreign forces, 
including at least 2,210 American sol-
diers, have been killed in the 13 years 
since the war began.

“This is the main problem for Af-
ghanistan — how they are dividing the 
responsibilities for fighting the insur-
gency,” he said. “This should be a task 
for the Afghan National Army, not the 
police. Currently, it belongs to the po-
lice, and the main part of the fight is 
done by the police.” 

Gen. Joseph Anderson, second in 
command of the NATO combat mis-
sion until it officially ended earlier this 
month, described the Afghan losses as 
“unsustainable.”

Afghanistan has 157,000 police in a 
force created, trained and funded by 
the European Union. Almost every 
day, Afghan authorities report the 
deaths of policemen in Taliban assaults 
on checkpoints around rural towns and 
on the outskirts of larger cities. 

The police receive little backup from 
the army and do not have air support, 
medical evacuation or dedicated hos-
pitals that could help reduce deaths, 
Roghe said.

“They are doing this totally alone 
and, of course, they are not properly 
equipped for this task,” he said.

 Many in the impoverished country 
join the police out of desperation. A po-
liceman earns $200 a month, and the 
family continues to receive that amount 
if he is killed in the line of duty, as well 
as a one-time compensation payment 
of three times that amount. Officers get 
around $300 a month.

But it’s an increasingly risky choice. 
As international forces have left, they 
have taken with them air support 

— helicopters and jets — that allowed 
ground troops to take the fight to the 
Taliban. In response, the insurgents 
have swept into populated areas, where 
the police are ill-equipped to repel them 
and where women and children are in-
creasingly caught in the crossfire.

Roghe said the deterioration in se-
curity since the Afghans took the lead 
had been expected and will continue 
for some years. 

“ISAF (International Security As-
sistance Force) drawing down and the 
Afghans more exposed — this will cre-
ate some space for the insurgency,” he 
said. 

Nevertheless, he said the force is 
sustainable. “We don’t see that they are 
going to be overrun; we don’t think we 
will see here in Afghanistan what we 
have seen in Iraq,” he said, referring 
to the lightning advance of the Islamic 
State extremist group across much of 
northern and western Iraq this year.

“The Afghan security forces are 
much more stable,” he said. “But the 
cost will be enormous, and it will take 
a long time, the next five years, until 
they will be more efficient and better 
equipped so they can do the fight with 
less cost.” 

Top left: Afghan police commanders honor a captain after his graduation ceremony at a police training center in Kabul, Afghanistan, on  Dec. 21 . More than 205 national police 
captains graduated after a two-month training program.  Top right:  Officers stand watch near the French Cultural Center, which was targeted by a suicide attacker in Kabul  earlier 
this month.  Above: Police inspect the site of another suicide attack in the capital.

AP photos

Risking life for a livelihood
Afghan police are leading the fight against insurgents at a deadly cost
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BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Faith in 
Jesus might not be your solu-
tion, an Army Ranger chaplain 
told members of the 5th Ranger 
Training Battalion in a manda-
tory suicide prevention briefing 
last month, but that’s what helped 
him through his struggle with 
depression. 

The presentation prompted a 
sharply worded letter from the 
chaplain’s commander and rekin-
dled a long-running dispute over 
whether the expression — and 
the promotion — of religious faith 
must remain private in the U.S. 
military or whether it is allowable 
on duty. 

Nearly a year after the Depart-
ment of Defense issued a heavily 
revised religious expression poli-
cy that advocates said would bring 
a new level of religious freedom, 
the dispute at Fort Benning, Ga., 
is evidence that the new wording 
hasn’t done away with old disputes. 
The fight over what constitutes 
free exercise and what qualifies 
as  government- imposed religion 
remains as heated as ever.

The chaplain, Capt. Joe 
Lawhorn, also presented non reli-
gious ways to combat the military 
suicide epidemic at the session, 
held off base near Camp Merrill, 
Ga., on Nov. 20. When the men 
filed out, they carried handouts 
prepared by the former enlisted 
soldier, who attended seminary 
at Liberty University, a conserva-
tive Christian institution founded 
by televangelist Jerry Falwell.

One side of the handout fea-
tured secular suicide-prevention 
tips. The other side presented 
Christianity as the answer.

“Enduring and overcoming dis-
tress begins by maintaining your 
integrity of connectedness with 
God,” the handout said. “Invite 
Jesus into whatever you’re feel-
ing. Remember, he will never let 
you down (Romans 8:1.)”

A member of the battalion, a 
staff sergeant who asked to remain 
anonymous to avoid potential re-
taliation, said he was shocked by 
what he’d heard and read. The 
atheist infantryman, who sa id it’s 
possible to work through trauma 
without religion, said the briefing 
was an affront to soldiers of other 
faiths or no faith.

“It just seemed entirely inap-
propriate for something that’s 

not supposed to be a religious 
gathering,” he said. “The part 
about opening oneself to Jesus 
–- it sounds like they’re saying 
if someone doesn’t believe, they 
can’t be healed.”

After the incident was publi-
cized by the Military Associa-
tion of Atheists and Freethinkers 
advocacy group, Fort Benning’s 
command warned the chaplain to 
cool the religious content in man-
datory briefings. 

In response, Lawhorn’s at-
torney, Michael Berry — of the 
Liberty Institute, a competing ad-
vocacy group — cited the wording 
in the new policy in a letter de-
manding that the Army explicitly 
approve religious content in the 
chaplain’s briefings.

“The Army has not and can-
not point to any law or regula-
tion Chaplain Lawhorn violated,” 
Berry, senior counsel and direc-
tor of military affairs for the or-
ganization, told Stars and Stripes. 
“On the contrary, federal law and 
military regulations permit and 
protect religious expression by 
servicemembers.”  

Guidance needed 
Both sides agree on one point: 

There’s a “tsunami of confusion” 
over what the policy says.

That’s the phrase used last 
month in Congressional tes-
timony by Military Religious 
Freedom Foundation president 
Mikey Weinstein, a former Air 
Force lawyer who fights to pre-
vent commanders from injecting 
mandatory religion into military 
life and work. 

The phrase was endorsed in 
the same hearing by a frequent 
opponent, Ron Crews, a retired 
Army chaplain who heads the 
Chaplain Alliance for Religious 
Liberty. Crews’ group advocates 
for chaplains, frequently  evan-
gelical Christians, who want to 
talk freely about their faith.

 Each side  charges the other 
with misrepresenting the new 
policy, but they agree that the 
DOD needs to do much more to 
establish what it all means.

“There’s an incredible lack of 
education,” Weinstein said, ad-
vocating strict discipline and 
courts-martial as a teaching 
tool as a response for those who 
bring religion into the military 
workplace.

Berry, who testified in the same 

hearing last month as Weinstein 
and Crews, said the DOD needs 
to clearly explain how the revised 
policy authorizes actions like 
Lawhorn’s anti-suicide briefing.

Other controversial policy 
changes have been accompanied 
by guidance on implementation, 
Berry said.

“When ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ 
in the military was repealed, 
they didn’t just tell folks, ‘OK, 
it’s been repealed, carry on with 
your lives,’ ” Berry said. “Instead, 
there was a program of training 
to ensure it was adequately un-
derstood.  I think that is a pretty 
wise approach to take, and I think 
something similar should be im-
plemented here.”

The current DOD policy on re-
ligion was released in January in 
response to a requirement from 
Congress in the 2013 National 
Defense Authorization Act. Ac-
cording to the federal law, “the 
Armed Forces shall accommo-
date individual expressions of be-
lief” as much as possible.

When the policy was released, 
the main focus of attention was 
on free exercise of religion for 
minorities, who  became able to 
more easily obtain exceptions to 
policy to wear beards or articles 
of clothing that violate military 
regulations.

But the policy doesn’t just cover 
minorities who follow traditional 
practices, including Sikhs, Jews 
and Muslims. It extends the pros-
pect of free religious expression 
to all, including the military’s 
Christian majority. 

According to the key section, 
“unless it could have an adverse 
impact on military readiness, 
unit cohesion, and good order and 
discipline, the Military Depart-
ments will accommodate individ-
ual expressions of sincerely held 
beliefs.”

For supporters of strict sepa-
ration of church and state, the 
“adverse impact” exception of 
the law is key; any dissension in 
the ranks as a result of religious 
grudges or discord can only hurt 
the readiness of the unit.

“The bottom line is, we have to 
make sure our military is tough 
enough to be ready to kill the en-
emies of our country,” Weinstein 
said. Because of that imperative, 
the government has a compelling 
interest in limiting the kind of un-
trammeled religious expression 
civilians enjoy in order to main-

tain strong and unified military 
units, he said.

But hypothetical damage to 
unit morale, discipline or readi-
ness doesn’t constitute “compel-
ling interest” under the law for 
the government to limit religious 
speech, Berry said.

“When we’re actually court-
martialing someone for prejudic-
ing good order and discipline, it 
requires direct evidence — some-
one to actually get on the stand 
and demonstrate an effect,” said 
Berry, who served as an attorney 
in the Marine Corps. “Otherwise, 
it’s all speculation and someone 
playing worst-case scenario.”

Opposite views
Despite the new policy, which 

appears to give greater protec-
tion to religious freedom, Berry 
said there is a heightened level 
of hostility to religious rights in 
today’s military.

Jason Torpy, president of the 
Military Association of Atheists 
and Freethinkers, said the oppo-
site — that there is a heightened 
sense among some religious peo-
ple that federal law and the new 
DOD policy give them free rei n to 
proselytize.

“If evangelicals in Congress 
want military chaplains to en-
force Christianity in their official 
duties, then they are getting their 
wish,” he said in a statement. “But 
if we all seek religious liberty and 
the mental health of our military 
men and women, then here should 
be swift action against that chap-
lain, his endorsing agency, and 
the battalion commander who 
participated in this wanton abuse 
of their military authority.”

After Torpy’s airing of the 
anonymous soldier’s complaint, 
Fort Benning’s command took 
action. Airborne and Ranger 
Training Brigade commander 
Col. David G. Fivecoat issued a 
“letter of concern” to Lawhorn 

in late November that accused
him of violating Army policies 
on religious expression and equal
opportunity. 

When Berry pushed back on
Lawhorn’s behalf, Fivecoat re-
vised the letter to remove the pol-
icy citations, but left in place an
order to “create an environment
of tolerance and understanding.”

Then, earlier this month, Maj. 
Gen. Scott Miller, commander of
Maneuver Center of Excellence
at Fort Benning, pointed out that 
the letter issued to Lawhorn is
not an official punishment but 
an attempt at guidance that is re-
moved from a soldier’s file upon 
reassignment.

In declining to remove the let-
ter, Miller stopped just short of
explicitly criticizing Lawhorn but
pointed out what is expected of a 
chaplain when carrying out duties 
like suicide-prevention training.  

“Their role is not to provide reli-
gious instruction during non-reli-
gious mandatory training classes,”
he wrote in a statement released
to the media. “Chaplains may ap-
propriately share their personal
experiences, but any religious 
information given by a Chaplain
to a military formation should be 
limited to an orientation of what
religious services and facilities 
are available and how to contact
Chaplains of specific faiths.”

Berry said Lawhorn’s retell-
ing of his experience with de-
pression, and how faith pulled
him through, was appropriate to
the situation. It’s the Army that 
enshrines “spiritual fitness” as
one of the elements of overall sol-
dier fitness, he said, and sends
chaplains to conduct mandatory 
training .

“If you have a problem with
what Chaplain Lawhorn has done,”
Berry said, “I would submit you
have a problem with the Army, 
not with Chaplain Lawhorn.”
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll

Rivals in religious freedom 
dispute say rule is unclear

Stars and Stripes

Jason Torpy, right,  president of the Military Association of Atheists 
and Freethinkers, speaks in 2008 about problems with harassment 
from military supervisors .  Torpy has aired a complaint by an 
anonymous soldier at Fort Benning, Ga., about religious content in a 
mandatory suicide-prevention briefing last month.
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WAR ON TERRORISM

 BY MISSY RYAN 
AND LOVEDAY MORRIS

The Washington Post

Iranian military involvement 
has dramatically increased in 
Iraq  during the past year as Teh-
ran has delivered desperately 
needed aid to Baghdad in its fight 
against Islamic State militants, 
U.S., Iraqi and Iranian sources 
say. In the eyes of Obama ad-
ministration officials, equally 
concerned about the rise of the 
brutal Islamist group, that’s an 
acceptable role — for now.

Yet American officials remain 
apprehensive about the potential 
for renewed friction with Iran 
as U.S. troops return to a limited 
mission in Iraq, either directly or 
via Iranian-backed militias that 
once attacked U.S. personnel on a 
regular basis.

A senior Iranian cleric with 
close ties to Tehran’s leadership, 
who spoke on the condition of an-
onymity to discuss security mat-
ters, said that since the Islamic 
State captured much of northern 
Iraq in June, Iran has sent more 
than 1,000 military advisers to 
Iraq as well as elite units, and 
has conducted airstrikes and has 
spent more than $1 billion on mil-
itary aid.

“The areas that have been lib-

erated from Daesh have been 
thanks to Iran’s advice, com-
mand, leaders and support,” the 
cleric said, using the Arabic acro-
nym for the group.

At the same time, Iraq’s Shiite-
led government is increasingly 
reliant on the powerful militias 
and a massive Shiite volunteer 
force, which together may now 
equal the size of Iraq’s security 
forces.

Although the Obama admin-
istration says it is not coordinat-
ing directly with Iran, the two 
nations’ arm’s-length alliance 
against the Islamic State is an 
uncomfortable reality. That’s not 
only because some of the militia 
shock troops who have proved 
effective in fighting the Islamic 
State battled U.S. forces during 
the 2003-11 war there, but also 
because in Syria, Iran contin-
ues to support President Bashar 
Assad, whom the U.S. would like 
to see toppled. U.S. diplomats, 
meanwhile, are pushing ahead 
with negotiations to reach a deal 
on Iran’s nuclear program to pre-
vent the country from developing 
a nuclear weapon.

Ali Khedery, who advised sev-
eral U.S. ambassadors in Iraq, 
said the tensions that fueled a 
U.S.-Iran confrontation in Iraq 
after 2003 are currently masked 

by the shared desire to defeat 
the Islamic State, also known as 
ISIS.

“ISIS will be defeated,” said 
Khedery, who runs a strategic 
consulting firm in Dubai. “The 
problem is that afterwards, there 
will still be a dozen militias, 
hardened by decades of battle ex-
perience, funded by Iraqi oil and 
commanded or at least strongly 
influenced by [Iran’s Revolution-
ary Guard Corps]. And they will 
be the last ones standing.”

While the departure of U.S. 

troops in 2011 provided space for 
Iran to expand its influence in 
Iraq, Tehran’s support for para-
military groups has intensified 
since the appearance of the Sunni 
militant group that Iran’s Shiite 
leaders see as a serious threat 
to their interests. Combat troops 
from the Quds Force, a unit of the 
Revolutionary Guard Corps, now 
travel to Iraq “from time to time 
for specific operations with co-
ordination with the Kurdish and 
Iraqi governments,” the cleric 
said. 

US, Iran aligned vs. Islamic State – for now

 BY KEVIN SULLIVAN 
AND KARLA ADAM

The Washington Post

LONDON — Last month in 
Syria, Siddhartha Dhar stood in 
front of a banged-up yellow pick-
up truck, holding an assault rifle 
in his right hand and cradling his 
newborn son with his left.

Dhar’s first four children had 
been born in London, his native 
city, but his new baby, wrapped in 
a fuzzy, brown onesie, was born 
in territory controlled by the Is-
lamic State.

Someone snapped a photo of 
Dhar, 31, and he proudly tweeted 
it out as proof that he; his wife, 
Aisha; and their children had fled 
Britain and were now living in 
what the militants consider an Is-
lamic caliphate that will one day 
reign over the world.

The arrival of the Dhar family 
in Syria last month represents a 
key strategic goal of the Islamic 
State: to build not just an army but 
a society. The group has vowed to 
create a nation ruled by Islamic 
sharia law, and its leaders and 
online recruiters have encour-
aged doctors, nurses, lawyers, 
engineers and accountants to join 
them in building the institutions 
of a new holy land.

Entire families — fathers, moth-
ers and children — have answered 
that call in numbers that have sur-
prised and alarmed analysts who 
study the extremist group.

“These families believe they 
are doing the right thing for their 
children,” said Melanie Smith, a 
research associate at the King’s 
College International Center for 

the Study of Radicalization in 
London. “They think they are 
taking them to a kind of utopia.”

Back in London, Dhar’s young-
er sister, Konika Dhar, 27, said she 
was heartbroken when she saw 
the Twitter photo on her phone.

Her brother was now an armed 
jihadi calling himself Abu Ru-
maysah  who fled to Syria with 
his family while he was on bail 
in Britain after being arrested 
on terrorism-related charges. In 
his caustic tweets from Syria, he 
taunted the U.K.’s “shoddy secu-
rity system” that had allowed him 
to jump bail.

But Konika Dhar still thought 
of her brother as “Sid,” the stylish 
British kid who gelled his hair, 
dated girls, listened to Nirvana 
and Linkin Park, rooted for the 
Arsenal soccer team, and loved to 
watch American action movies.

“I think he has actually forgot-
ten Siddhartha Dhar, and he has 
become this other person,” she 
said. “I just want my brother to 
know it doesn’t have to be this 
way. He really doesn’t have to 
leave his life. I really miss the 
children; I can’t imagine not see-
ing them again.”

Unlike al-Qaida, which operates 
in many countries but is a stateless 
army, the Islamic State controls 
territory that it has taken by force 
in Iraq and Syria. To create the 
Islamist society it envisions, the 
group has gone to great lengths to 
take over existing schools, hospi-
tals and playgrounds, or to build 
those and other institutions of 
daily family life.

“The more they are successful 
at creating a whole new society, 

the more they are able to attract 
entire families,” said Mia Bloom, 
a professor of security studies 
at the University of Massachu-
setts at Lowell who has written 
extensively about women and 
terrorism. “It’s almost like the 
American dream, but the Islamic 
State’s version of it.”

In the Syrian city of Raqqa, the 
group’s main stronghold, the ex-
tremists have established a clinic 
for pregnant women run by a fe-
male gynecologist trained in Brit-
ain. Boys attend school, studying 
almost exclusively religion, until 
they are 14, when they are expect-
ed to start fighting, Smith said. 
Girls stay in school until they are 
18; their instruction is about the 
Koran and sharia law, as well as 
learning how to dress, keep house, 
cook, clean and care for men, all 
according to a strict Islamic code.

Bloom said the Islamic State 
also appeals to women by provid-
ing electricity, food and a salary of 
up to $1,100 per month — a huge 
sum in Syria — for each fighter’s 
family. The largesse is funded 
with money looted from banks, oil 

smuggling, kidnappings for ran-
som, and the extortion of truck-
ers and others who cross Islamic 
State territory.

In Raqqa, once a city of more 
than 200,000 people, the mili-
tants have kicked locals out of 
their homes and have doled out 
those houses as rewards to fight-
ers and their families, many of 
whom come from impoverished 
backgrounds.

“The other jihadi groups prom-
ise you all these wonderful things 
in the afterlife,” Bloom said. “The 
Islamic State promises to give 
you stuff in the current life and 
the afterlife, so you don’t have to 
wait to enjoy all your rewards.”

Analysts estimate that at least 
15,000 people have moved to the 
Islamic State territories, including 
several thousand, such as Dhar, 
from Western countries. While it 
is impossible to know how many 
families have joined, Bloom said 
the majority are probably from 
Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and 
other Arab nations that have sent 
the most fighters to Syria.

The United Nations has docu-

mented extreme brutality toward
women by Islamic State radicals,
including reports of women, par-
ticularly from minority groups,
being stoned to death or sold into
prostitution or sexual slavery for
its fighters.

But the Islamic State uses fam-
ily imagery in its aggressive and
highly polished online recruit-
ing on social media, including 
videos showing fighters pushing
children on swings and passing 
out toys, and children playing on 
bouncy castles and bumper cars,
riding ponies, and eating pink 
cotton candy.

Those images are designed 
to reassure mothers that their
children will be safe in a place
wracked by fighting and regular
bombing by the United States and
its allies.

However, recent reports from 
Syria and Iraq suggest that the
Islamic State’s propaganda about
its public services does not match
reality on the ground and that 
people are enduring painful short-
ages of electricity, food, medicine
and clean water. 

Iranian   commander 
is killed in Iraq

 TEHRAN, Iran  — Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard says 
one of its senior command-
ers was killed during a bat-
tle against the Islamic State 
extremist group in Iraq.

The Guard said in an on-
line statement Sunday that 
Brig. Gen. Hamid Taqa-
vi was “martyred while 
performing his advisory 
mission to confront ISIS 
terrorists in Samarra.”

Taqavi is believed to be 
the highest-ranking Iranian 
military officer to have been 
killed in Iraq while battling 
the Islamic State group, 
which captured large parts 
of northern and western 
Iraq earlier this year.

The Guard said Taqavi 
was assisting Iraqi troops 
and Shiite volunteers de-
fending Samarra, a city 
north of Baghdad which 
is home to a major Shiite 
shrine. It said a funeral 
procession will be held in 
Tehran on Monday.
 From The Associated Press

Entire families answering Islamic State’s call

RAQQA MEDIA CENTER OF THE ISLAMIC STATE GROUP/AP

 Fighters from the Islamic State group parade in June in Raqqa, 
northern Syria.  The U.S. and Iran are both fighting the Islamic State.
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WAR ON TERRORISM

 BY LOVEDAY MORRIS

 The Washington Post

IRBIL, Iraq — For three years, 
he worked closely with U.S. forc-
es in Iraq. Now Ammar Younes 
sits in his frigid tent in a camp 
in Iraq’s Kurdish region, using a 
scalpel to gouge pieces of shrap-
nel out of his mangled legs as his 
young children look on.

A trainer in the Iraqi army, the 
34-year-old was wounded when 
Islamic State extremists placed 
a bomb under his car in Mosul 
in June, just a week before the 
northern city fell to the militants. 
He was forced to flee his hospi-
tal bed, still wearing his medical 
gown, when the city was overrun.

Younes is one of more than 2 
million Iraqis uprooted this year 
by the advance of the Islamic 
State, an exodus that has com-
pounded this country’s massive 
displacement crisis.

About 1.7 million Iraqis fled 
their homes for other parts of the 
country from 2006 to 2008, the 
worst days of sectarian conflict 
after the U.S. invasion of 2003. 
Most have yet to return to their 
homes. Meanwhile, the war in 
neighboring Syria has spawned 
more than 3.2 million refugees, 
some of whom have sought shel-
ter in Iraq.

The speed and scale of the latest 
Iraq crisis have stunned commu-
nities, international humanitarian 

organizations and the Iraqi gov-
ernment, which is poorly equipped 
to help displaced people as it fights 
a war against Islamist militants 
and struggles to balance its books 
amid diving oil prices. Adding to 
the misery of the displaced, the 
winter has set in, sending temper-
atures below freezing.

Almost half of the Iraqis fleeing 
their communities this year have 
crowded into Iraqi Kurdistan, al-
ready home to more than 200,000 
Syrian refugees.

With resources scarce, a scram-
ble for survival is underway. The 
displaced say their sects, eth-
nicities and whether they have 
crossed an international border 
and legally qualify as refugees 
can determine their level of ac-
cess to the scant aid available.

Younes has spent more than 
$2,000 on surgeries to remove 
shrapnel from his legs. But he 
said he’s struggling to afford fur-
ther care and free clinics lack the 
specialized treatment he needs.

He complained that his plight is 
made worse by his being a Sunni 
Arab, like the Islamic State fight-
ers, and thus deemed a security 
risk. He said he sometimes finds 
it difficult to get permission to 
leave the camp, even for medical 
treatment.

“We are at the bottom of the 
pile,” he said. “We are blamed for 
helping the terrorists, but we are 
the ones who have suffered most 

from them.”
Younes said he had been in-

jured five times by the extrem-
ists, including once when he was 
shot as he drove to work on a U.S. 
Army base, where he was a train-
er for Iraqi officers. He said he 
never considered applying for a 
visa to go to the U.S. and still does 
not want to leave his country.

Some of the displaced cannot 
make it into the semiautonomous 
Kurdish region. Aid agencies 
say the Kurdish authorities have 
tightened entry, particularly 
for Sunni Arabs, since a suicide 
bombing killed five people in 
Irbil last month, a rare event in 
that part of Iraq. Kurdish officials 
claim the borders are open.

Those fleeing Mosul say check-
points run by the Iraqi army or 
Shiite militias near Baghdad and 
Shiite provinces of the south also 
turn them away, leaving them 
with nowhere to run.

A Sunni Arab medical student 
from Mosul, who declined to 
give his name out of concern for 
his safety, spoke of fleeing the 
city this month only to be turned 
away at a checkpoint controlled 
by Kurdish peshmerga security 
forces near the city of Kirkuk. He 
decided to return home, despite 
fearing that he would be target-
ed by Islamic State militants for 
having left.

In some ways, Younes is one of 
the lucky ones, able to find a space 

on the edge of Irbil in a United
Nations-administered camp that 
is home to 3,100 displaced people. 
Still, even there, the camp man-
agement was scrambling in mid-
December to finish preparations
for winter — distributing kero-
sene and extra plastic sheeting.

U.N. officials acknowledge that
the assistance is insufficient. The
U.N. response plan for displaced
Iraqis remains only 31 percent 
funded, while the World Food Pro-
gram has stopped procuring sup-
plies for the displaced because of
a lack of money. That means the
distribution of boxes of food to
families, the only assistance many
get, will end by February unless 
emergency funding is found.

“It’s not that we can do more
with less; it’s that we don’t have
anything and the needs on the 
ground are immense,” said Bar-
bara Manzi, the outgoing Iraq
representative for the U.N. Office
for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs, which is oversee-
ing the organization’s response to
the displacement crisis.

With so little relief available,
families turn wherever they can
for help. Displaced Christians get
some additional assistance from 
local churches, but their indepen-
dently administered camps are
poorly equipped for winter.

“Whatever the church has, they 
give us — carpets, blankets, heat-
ers, shampoo,” said Raja Mati, 35,
who lives with 11 members of her 
extended family in a small plastic 
cabin with a tarpaulin roof erect-
ed in an unfinished Irbil shopping
mall . “Still, life is so hard.” 

Photos for The Washington Post by Ayman Oghanna 

Internally displaced Iraqis from Mosul wait in line to receive supplies in the Bakhira refugee camp in Iraq’s northern Kurdistan region. More than 1.3 million Iraqis have been 
displaced this year into a region that is already crushed under the weight of a crippling Syrian refugee crisis.  

Iraqis struggling amid war refugee crisis
More than 2 million are displaced 
by Islamic State’s deadly advance

Displaced Iraqi Yazidi families  shelter in a half-constructed shell of a 
building outside the northern Iraqi city of Duhok. 
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 BY JULIE PACE 
AND NANCY BENAC

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It was sup-
posed to be a joke. “Are you still 
president?” comedian Stephen 
Colbert asked Barack Obama ear-
lier this month.

But the question seemed to 
speak to growing weariness with 
the president and skepticism that 
anything will change in Wash-
ington during his final two years 
in office. Democrats already are 

checking out 
Obama’s poten-
tial successors. 
Emboldened Re-

publicans are trying to push aside 
his agenda in favor of their own.

At times this year, Obama 
seemed ready to move on as well. 
He rebelled against the White 
House security “bubble,” telling 
his Secret Service detail to give 
him more space. He chafed at 
being sidelined by his party dur-
ing midterm elections and hav-
ing to adjust his agenda to fit the 
political interests of vulnerable 
Democrats who lost anyway.

Yet the election that was a di-
saster for the president’s party 
may have had a rejuvenating ef-
fect on Obama. The morning after 
the midterms, Obama told senior 
aides, “If I see you moping, you 
will answer to me.”

People close to Obama say he is 
energized at not having to worry 
about helping — or hurting — 
Democrats in another congressio-
nal election on his watch. He has 
become more comfortable with 
his executive powers, moving uni-
laterally on immigration, Internet 
neutrality and climate change in 
the last two months. And he sees 
legacy-building opportunities on 
the international stage, from an 
elusive nuclear deal with Iran to 
normalizing relations with Cuba 
after a half-century freeze.

 Still, pillars of Obama’s second-
term agenda — gun control, rais-
ing the federal minimum wage, 
universal preschool — seem des-

tined to stand unfulfilled. Wrap-
ping up the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars isn’t turning out to be nearly 
the tidy success story Obama once 
envisioned. Even supporters say 
one of the president’s top remain-
ing priorities may have to be sim-
ply preventing Republicans from 
dismantling his earlier accom-
plishments, including the health 
care law.

The yes-we-can man is entering 
a twilight of maybes, his presiden-
cy still driven by high ambitions, 
but his power to achieve them run-
ning out.

 Before the midterm election 
results arrived, Obama’s advis-
ers say, the president realized he 
would finish his presidency with 
Republicans running Capitol Hill. 
He concluded the status quo would 
mean more gridlock.

Indeed, 2014 had been another 
year of fits and starts for a White 
House that has struggled to find 
its footing in Obama’s second 
term.

The feeble HealthCare.gov 
website stabilized, but scandal 
enveloped the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. Syria got rid of its 
chemical weapons, but a violent 
extremist group pulled the U.S. 
back into military conflict in the 
Middle East. The unemployment 
rate fell, but so did Obama’s ap-
proval ratings — to the lowest 
levels of his presidency.

Nearly two dozen White House 
officials, former Obama aides, 

presidential historians and politi-
cal analysts discussed Obama’s
standing as he closes his sixth
year in office, some on the condi-
tion of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to publicly
discuss their conversations with
the president or his top advisers.

For much of the year, Obama 
appeared to struggle with the re-
alization that his political stand-
ing had slipped.

He publicly complained about
criticism of his foreign policy by
pundits in Washington and New
York. Despite pleas from his
party to stay out of November’s
elections, he said his policies
were indeed on the ballot. He des-
perately looked for ways to break 
free of the confines of the White 
House.

 Obama is realistically optimis-
tic about what he can get done 
over the next two years, advisers 
say. He wants to try tax reform
and sees opportunities to acceler-
ate growth and job creation with
the economy on firmer footing.
Aides have reached out to histo-
rians and political scientists to so-
licit ideas for Obama’s next State
of the Union address.

Yet the president is forging
ahead as something of an isolat-
ed figure. Congressional Demo-
crats are increasingly willing to
go against him, and in the West
Wing, Obama’s tight inner circle 
of loyal advisers keeps shrinking. 

 BY CAROL D. LEONNIG

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Secret 
Service began struggling to carry 
out its most basic duties after Con-
gress and the George W. Bush 
administration expanded the elite 
law enforcement agency’s mission 
in the wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks.

According to government docu-
ments and interviews with dozens 
of current and former officials, 
the recent string of security lapses 
at the White House resulted from 
a combination of tight budgets, 
bureaucratic battles and rapidly 
growing demands on the agency 
that have persisted through the 
Bush and Obama administrations 
in the 13 years since the attacks. 
At the same time, the Secret Ser-
vice was hit by a wave of early 
retirements that eliminated a 
generation of experienced staff 
members and left the agency in 
a weakened state just as its duties 
were growing.

The agency assumed new re-
sponsibilities monitoring crowds 
at an increasing number of major 
sporting events and other large 
gatherings seen as potential tar-
gets for terrorists. A new anti-
terrorism law gave the agency a 
leading role in tracking cyber-
threats against U.S. financial 
systems. And Bush expanded the 
circle of people granted round-
the-clock protection to include the 
president’s and vice president’s 
extended family  — an expansion 
that has been largely maintained 
under President Barack Obama.

Where the Secret Service had 
been a gem of the Treasury De-
partment for more than a century, 
its post-9/11 transfer to the sprawl-
ing new Department of Homeland 
Security suddenly forced it to 
compete for money and attention 
with bigger and higher-profile 
agencies focused on immigration 
and airport security.

The changes set in motion dur-
ing that critical period after 2001 
led to a slow, steady slide in qual-
ity, leaving an agency that, ac-
cording to a DHS report released 
on Dec. 18, is “stretched to and, in 
many cases, beyond its limits.”

“We are not the Super Bowl 
team we once were,” Dan Emmett, 
a former Secret Service supervi-
sor, said in a recent interview with 
The Washington Post.

A zero-error rate
When the attacks came in 2001, 

the Secret Service was seen as a 
model organization, revered for 
its aura of invincibility. Its stoic 
agents with their earpieces and 
dark sunglasses were immortal-
ized in Hollywood movies, while 
the agency boasted a zero-error 
rate after the lessons learned from 
the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy in 1963 and the 
shooting of President Ronald Rea-
gan in 1981. 

Immediately after the attacks, 
temporary details were mobilized 
for Bush’s extended family, includ-
ing his grown siblings. Later, with 
the country at war in Afghani-

stan, the agency provided details 
for Vice President Dick Cheney’s 
grandchildren in addition to those 
for his adult daughters .

 The details create an added 
strain, as the service must field a 
team of anywhere from two to six 
agents to protect a person, usually 
with two to three rotating shifts 
per day.  But resources remained 
largely flat, forcing agents to work 
longer hours and spend extended 
stretches on the road. For years, 
hard work helped keep the agen-
cy’s turmoil from showing.

Stretched thin 

DHS officials were focused on 
addressing high-profile security 
concerns, and hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars were directed to 
anti-terrorism programs. But the 
Secret Service’s mission did not 
engender the same sense of ur-
gency, according to people famil-
iar with internal deliberations.

  Andrew Card, the White House 
chief of staff at the time, said he 
intervened several times to fight 
off proposed cuts to the Secret 
Service’s budget. But Congress 
and DHS officials did not always 
view some of the agency’s initia-
tives as a top priority, he said.

 Chris Cummiskey, a former 
Obama DHS official who retired 
this past fall, said he saw the Se-
cret Service struggle — and suffer 
financially — from “organization-
al turmoil” stemming from its 
presence in DHS.

   The election of  Obama in 2008 
brought new challenges, as the 
agency saw an escalation of 
threats against the country’s first 
black president.

 As budget battles began to dom-
inate Washington after the tea-
party wave of 2010 and lawmakers 
and the Obama administration 
pursued ways to slash the deficit, 
the Secret Service suffered cuts 
along with other federal agencies. 
The service was then forced to 
deal with  what became public em-
barrassments. It failed to properly 
investigate a 2011 shooting target-
ing the White House, and agents 
were recalled from a 2012 summit 
that Obama attended in Colom-
bia after they were caught hiring 
prostitutes. 

The toll on the Uniformed Divi-
sion, the arm of the Secret Service 
that protects the White House com-
plex, was cited as a major problem 
in the DHS report released this 
month. The panel that conducted 
the review called for adding 200 
officers. It also assailed the Secret 
Service’s leadership for not know-
ing the actual cost for properly 
protecting the president and for 
instead making ballpark guesses 
on how much Congress would ap-
prove.  Rep. Bennie Thompson, of 
Mississippi, the ranking Democrat 
on the House Homeland Security 
Committee, said in an interview 
that he was disturbed by the ser-
vice’s shoestring approach.

“You feel the commander in 
chief deserves the best security 
protocols known to man,” he said. 
“There’s no skimping, there’s no 
talk about people working a lot of 
overtime, all this foolishness.” 

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP

 President Barack Obama boards Air Force One at Yangon International Airport in Yangon, Myanmar, on 
Nov. 14. 

Yes-we-can president now
enters twilight of maybes

Decisions after 9/11 
led to a slow, steady 
Secret Service decline

ANALYSIS
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 BY JONATHAN LEMIRE
AND MIKE BALSAMO

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Thousands of 
police officers, state troopers, 
sheriff’s deputies and others from 
law enforcement agencies big and 
small across the U.S. gathered at 
the New York City funeral of a 
slain officer killed with his part-
ner in a brazen daytime ambush 
a week ago.

The sea of blue uniforms 
stretched for blocks outside the 
Christ Tabernacle Church in 
Queens on Saturday as police he-
licopters flew above in a missing-
man formation and Officer Rafael 
Ramos’ body was carried by pall-
bearers in a casket draped in the 
New York Police Department 
flag. The NYPD estimates more 
than 20,000 officers attended.

“When an assassin’s bullet tar-
geted two officers, it targeted this 
city and it touched the soul of an 
entire nation,” Vice President Joe 
Biden said in his eulogy.

But the somber day, reminis-
cent of the bond New Yorkers 
shared after the Sept. 11 attacks 
and Superstorm Sandy, was not 
without tension.

During the eulogy, a few hun-
dred officers outside the church 
turned away from giant screens 
showing New York Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, who has been harshly 
criticized by New York police 
union officials as a contributor 
to a climate of mistrust that pre-
ceded the killings of Ramos and 
his partner, Wenjian Liu.

Sgt. Myron Joseph, of the New 
Rochelle Police Department, said 
he and fellow officers turned their 
backs spontaneously to “support 
our brothers in the NYPD.”

In a statement, de Blasio’s 

spokesman said: “The Ramos 
and Liu families, our police de-
partment and our city are dealing 
with an unconscionable tragedy. 
Our sole focus is unifying this 
city and honoring the lives of our 
two police officers.”

In his eulogy, the mayor said 
hearts citywide were broken after 
the Dec. 20 shootings.

Police Commissioner William 
Bratton, who said Ramos and Liu 
were targeted because they wore 
a uniform, also said it was “very 
inappropriate” for police offi-
cers to turn their backs to video 

screens showing de Blasio .  Brat-
ton defended  the mayor Sunday 
on CBS’ “Face the Nation.” He 
said de Blasio is “totally support-
ive” of officers and had expanded 
their budget to make them safer . 

On Friday Bratton made Ramos 
— who was studying to become a 
pastor and kept Bible study books 
in his locker — an honorary chap-
lain of his Brooklyn precinct.

Police union officials in conten-
tious contract negotiations with 
the city have faulted de Blasio for 
showing sympathy to protesters 
angry over the police deaths of 

Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo., 
and Eric Garner on New York’s 
Staten Island. At a hospital after 
the officers’ slayings, the police 
union’s president, Patrick Lynch, 
and others turned their backs on 
de Blasio. Lynch said the mayor 
had “blood on his hands.”

After the funeral, Lynch and de 
Blasio exchanged nods as they ex-
ited the church. Lynch refused to 
answer reporters’ questions about 
officers turning their backs .

Ramos, a married father of 
two, was buried at Cypress Hills 
Cemetery after the service. 

 The Associated Press

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — A 24-
year-old police officer and a 
suspect died after a shootout Sat-
urday afternoon.

Officer Tyler J. Stewart, 24, 
died at Flagstaff Medical Center 
after he was shot by a man who 
was a suspect in a domestic-vio-
lence case, police said. Stewart 
is the second Flagstaff police of-
ficer ever to be killed in the line 
of duty. On June 21, 2000, Officer 
Jeff Moritz, 30, was killed after he 
pulled over a teenager as the teen 
drove around his neighborhood in 
a truck playing loud rap music.

Stewart was looking for the 
man — identified as Robert W. 
Smith, 28, of Prescott — about 
1:30 p.m. in the 800 block of West 

Clay Avenue when Smith fired 
several shots at the officer, po-
lice said. Smith then shot himself 
and was pronounced dead at the 
scene, police added.

Investigators do not believe 
Stewart fired any shots, but they 
continue to investigate the mat-
ter, Sgt. Margaret Bentzen said.

Stewart was taken to Flagstaff 
Medical Center in critical condi-
tion and later died, police said.

Stewart had worked at the de-
partment for less than a year, 
police said. He was a graduate 
of Boulder Creek High School 
in Anthem, Ariz., and Concordia 
College in California, police said.

“This is an enormous tragedy 
for our department and the fam-
ily of our Officer,” Chief Kevin 
Treadway said in a statement. “We 
are a very close knit organization, 
and know that all members of the 
Flagstaff Police Department are 
grieving at this time. With that 
being said, all of the men and 
women of the Flagstaff Police De-
partment extend our prayers and 
condolences to the family of our 
Officer Tyler Stewart.”

“It is heartbreaking to lose 
one of our officers,” Mayor Jerry 
Nabours said. “We collectively 
mourn for his family and the en-
tire department.” 

 BY JAVIER PANZAR

Los Angeles Times

A Ferguson, Mo., police spokes-
man has been put on unpaid leave 
after initially denying, then ad-
mitting that he referred to a me-
morial for Michael Brown as a
“pile of trash” to a Washington 
Post reporter.

Post reporter Jose A. DelReal
called Officer Timothy Zoll, the
Ferguson Police Department’s
public relations officer, after
some residents claimed a motor-
ist had intentionally driven a car
through a memorial to the 18-
year-old who was shot and killed
by a Ferguson police officer in
August.

“I don’t know that a crime has
occurred,” Zoll told DelReal on
Friday. “But a pile of trash in the
middle of the street? The Wash-
ington Post is making a call over
this?”

Zoll initially denied making
the statement but later admitted
to the remarks and to misleading
his superiors when confronted on
the issue, the city said in a state-
ment Saturday night.

The memorial, a collection of 
flowers, stuffed animals, balloons
and other objects, took shape on
Canfield Road, where Brown was 
shot. Residents have been creat-
ing a new one on the same spot.

Zoll is being placed on unpaid 
leave while disciplinary pro-
ceedings begin, according to the
statement.

“The City of Ferguson wants to 
emphasize that negative remarks
about the Michael Brown memori-
al do not reflect the feelings of the
Ferguson Police Department and 
are in direct contradiction to the
efforts of city officials to relocate
the memorial to a more secure lo-
cation,” the statement reads. The 
department noted that even after
the officer’s initial denial, it “con-
tinued the investigation until the
truth was discovered.”

Before Saturday’s statement,
Jeff Small, a spokesman for the
city, told The St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch that Zoll had been misquot-
ed and denied questioning why
The Washington Post reporter
made the call.

DelReal stuck by his story, 
tweeting Friday afternoon: “The
department told The St. Louis
Post-Dispatch that the quote is a 
misunderstanding. The quote is 
accurate.” 

NATION
‘Trash’ talk
gets Ferguson
spokesman 
punished

Ariz. police officer killed by suspect 

Slain NY officer’s service tense

 Flagstaff, Ariz.,  police officer 
Tyler J. Stewart. 

JULIO CORTEZ/AP

Pallbearers carry the casket of New York City police officer Rafael Ramos following funeral services at 
Christ Tabernacle Church  in  Queens on Saturday . 
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 BY JOAN LOWY

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The Obama 
administration is about to pro-
pose long-awaited rules for com-
mercial drone operations in U.S. 
skies, but key decisions on how 
much access to grant drones are 
likely to come from Congress 
next year.

Federal Aviation Administra-
tion officials had said they want 
to release proposed rules before 
the end of this month, but other 
government and industry officials 
said they are likely to be delayed 
until January. 

Meanwhile, except for a small 
number of companies that have 
received FAA exemptions, a ban 
on commercial drone flights re-
mains in place. Even after rules 

are proposed, regulations are un-
likely to become final for two or 
three years.

That’s too long to wait, say 
drone industry officials. Every 
year the ban remains in place, 
the United States loses more than 
$10 billion in potential economic 
benefits that drones could pro-
vide, according to the Association 
for Unmanned Vehicle Systems 
International, a trade group.

“We need some sort of process 
that allows some of the low-risk 
operations,” said Jesse Kallman, 
the head of regulatory affairs 
for Airware, a drone technology 
company backed by Google Ven-
tures. “I think Congress under-
stands that and, hopefully, they’ll 
take steps in the coming year to 
address that.”

That appears to be what some
key lawmakers have in mind. 

“We in Congress are very in-
terested in UAs,” Rep. Bill Shus-
ter, R-Pa., chairman of the House
Transportation and Committee,
said at a hearing this month, re-
ferring to unmanned aerial sys-
tems, or drones. “We understand
UAs are an exciting technology 
with the potential to transform
parts of our economy. ... It is 
our responsibility to take a close
look.”

One of the committee’s first
priorities next year is writing
legislation to reauthorize FAA 
programs and overhaul aviation 
policy. The bill is expected to in-
clude directions from lawmakers
on how to integrate drones into
the nation’s aviation system. 

 The Associated Press

JACKSON, Wyo.  — The gover-
nors of Wyoming and Michigan 
are trying to speed up extradition 
of a 94-year-old Michigan man 
investigators say molested chil-
dren at a Wyoming youth camp 
decades ago.

Bill Bricker faces three counts 
in Wyoming of taking immoral 
acts with a child. Two men and 
one woman claim Bricker molest-
ed them when they were children 
at the Teton Valley Ranch Camp 
in the 1960s and 1980s, Teton 
County sheriff’s officials allege.

Bricker was a volunteer at the 
camp at the time. Now, citing his 
age and failing health, Bricker’s 
attorneys are fighting his extra-

dition to Wyoming.
Wyoming Gov. Matt Mead for-

mally asked Michigan Gov. Rick 
Snyder earlier this month to order 
Bricker to Wyoming to stand trial. 
As of Wednesday, a governor’s 
warrant issued by Snyder on Dec. 
16 hadn’t been acted on by repre-
sentatives of the Grand Traverse 
County Sheriff’s Office, the Jack-
son Hole News & Guide reported.

 Bricker was arrested in Sep-
tember and still can be brought 
to trial in Teton County because 
Wyoming doesn’t have a statute 
of limitations for charges of im-
moral acts with a child. 

Lawyers representing Bricker 
have said he is in hospice care 
and a trip to Wyoming could be 
fatal to their client. 

Obama administration soon
to offer domestic drone rules

AP

 Jon McBride, who designs and builds drones with Digital Defense Surveillance, flies a training drone 
for  the Box Elder County Sheriff’s Office  during a demonstration in Brigham City, Utah, on Feb. 13. The 
Obama administration and Congress are considering rules  for commercial drone operations in the U.S. 

Speedy extradition sought 
for man in old sex cases

 BY ED WHITE

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Richard Bern-
stein officially joins the Michigan 
Supreme Court in a few days. But 
he’s been working off the clock 
since November, preparing for 
10 cases in an extraordinary way 
— memorizing the key points 
of every brief read to him by an 
aide.

Bernstein, 41, has been blind 
since birth. After winning the 
election, Bernstein had an assis-
tant at his family’s Detroit-area 
law firm begin reading briefs to 
him for mid-January arguments, 
including a medical marijuana 
case and a labor dispute covering 
thousands of state employees.

“It would be much easier if I 
could read and write like everyone 
else, but that’s not how I was cre-
ated,” Bernstein said. “No ques-
tion, it requires a lot more work, 
but the flip side is it requires you 
to operate at the highest level of 
preparedness. ... This is what I’ve 
done my entire life. This goes all 
the way back to grade school for 
me.”

Michigan has never had a blind 
judge on its highest court, and few 
other states have. In Missouri, 
Justice Richard Teitelman has 
been legally blind since age 13. 
Judge David Tatel, who is blind, 
sits on a federal appeals court in 
Washington, D.C.

“Every new justice has to make 
a transition from whatever life he 
or she had before,” Chief Justice 
Robert Young Jr. said. “His will 
be different than others, but he’s 
extraordinarily successful and 
very driven. You don’t enter Iron-
man competitions without having 
a steel backbone.”

Indeed, Bernstein’s remark-
able background undoubtedly ap-
pealed to voters. He has run more 
than 15 marathons, and in 2008 
completed a triathlon by riding a 
bike 112 miles , running 26.2 miles  
and swimming 2.4 miles  with the 
help of guides. In 2012, he made 
headlines in New York City after 
being struck by a speeding bi-
cyclist while running in Central 
Park, a collision that put him in a 
hospital for weeks.

Bernstein is widely known in 
southeastern Michigan because 

his family’s 
personal-in-
jury law firm 
regularly ad-
vertises on 
TV. He spent 
more than 
$1.8 million 
of his own 
money to 
campaign 
for the state 
Supreme 
Court. His 

slogan? “Blind Justice.”
As one of only two Democrats 

on the seven-member court, Ber-
nstein is unlikely to crack the 
court’s conservative sway. But 
he’s still expected to make a dif-
ference. He will be sworn into of-
fice on New Year’s Day. Timothy 
MacLean, his assistant for three 
years, has been reading briefs 
aloud to prepare him for the 
court’s first batch of oral argu-
ments on Jan. 13.

 “I internalize the cases word 
for word, pretty much commit 
them primarily by memory,” 
Bernstein said. “I’m asking the 
reader to pinpoint certain things, 
read footnotes, look at the legisla-
tive record.” 

Blind judge, 41, 
set to start on 
Mich. high court

Bernstein



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 10     F3HIJKLM Monday, December 29, 2014

FROM FRONT PAGE

“He just told me, ‘Praise God, 
this new year brings a lot of good 
fortune,’ ” Adityas recalled, hold-
ing her grandson tight while weep-
ing uncontrollably. “He apologized 
because he could not join us for 
the new year celebration.”

Nearly all the passengers and 
crew are Indonesians, who are 
frequent visitors to Singapore, 
particularly on holidays.

The Airbus A320 took off Sun-
day morning from Surabaya, 
Indonesia’s second-largest city, 
and was about halfway to Singa-
pore when it vanished from radar. 
Djoko Murjatmodjo, Indonesia’s 
acting director general of trans-
portation, said there was no dis-
tress signal from the cockpit of the 
twin-engine, single-aisle plane.

The last communication be-
tween the pilot and air traffic con-
trol was at 6:13 a.m.  Saturday, when 
the pilot “asked to avoid clouds by 
turning left and going higher to 
34,000 feet ,” Murjatmodjo said. It 
was last seen on radar at 6:16 a.m., 
and a minute later was no longer 
there, he told reporters.

Indonesia, Singapore and Ma-
laysia launched a search and res-
cue operation for Flight 8501 near 
Belitung island in the Java Sea, 
the area where the jetliner lost 
contact with ground traffic con-
trol about 42 minutes after taking 
off from Surabaya.

“We hope we can find the loca-
tion of the plane as soon as pos-
sible, and we hope that God will 
give us guidance to find it,” Mur-
jatmodjo said.

The air search was suspended 
Sunday evening and was to re-
sume Monday morning, said Ach-
mad Toha of Indonesia’s search 
and rescue agency. Some ships 
were continuing to comb the area 
overnight, he said.

AirAsia group CEO Tony Fer-
nandes flew to Surabaya and said 
at a news conference that the 
focus should be on the search and 
the families rather than the cause 
of the incident.

“We have no idea at the mo-
ment what went wrong,” said Fer-
nandes, a Malaysian businessman 
who founded the regional low-cost 
carrier in 2001. “Let’s not specu-
late at the moment.”

Malaysia-based AirAsia has a 
good safety record and had never 
lost a plane before. “This is my 
worst nightmare,” Fernandes 
tweeted.

Malaysia had already had a 
catastrophic year, with 239 people 
still missing from Flight 370 and 
all 298 people aboard Flight 17 
killed when it was shot down over 
rebel-held territory in Ukraine.

Flight 8501 was operated by 
AirAsia Indonesia, a subsidiary 
that is 49 percent owned by AirA-

sia Malaysia.
AirAsia said in a statement that 

Flight 8501 was on the submitted 
flight plan route. However, it had 
requested a change due to weath-
er before communication with the 
aircraft was lost while it was still 
under the control of Indonesian 
air traffic control.

Sunardi, a weather forecaster at 
the Indonesia’s Meteorology and 

Geophysics Agency, said dense 
storm clouds were detected at up 
to  44,000 feet in the same area at 
the time the plane was reported 
to have lost contact.

“There could have been turbu-
lence, lightning and vertical as 
well as horizontal strong winds 
within such clouds,” said Suna-
rdi, who like many Indonesians 
uses only one name.

The plane had an Indonesian 
captain and a French co-pilot, five 
cabin crew members and 155 pas-
sengers, including 16 children and 
one infant, AirAsia Indonesia said 
in a statement. Among the passen-
gers were three South Koreans, a 
Malaysian, a British national and 
his 2-year-old Singaporean daugh-
ter. The rest were Indonesians.

AirAsia said the captain has 

a total of 6,100 flying hours, but
Fernandes later said the number
is more than 20,000. The airline
said the first officer has 2,275 fly-
ing hours.

At Surabaya airport, dozens 
of relatives sat in a room waiting 
for news, many of them talking on 
mobile phones and crying. Some 
looked dazed. As word spread,
more and more family members
were arriving at the crisis center
to await word.

Dimas, who goes by one name,
said his wife, Ratri Sri Andriani,
30, had been on the flight to lead
a group of 25 Indonesian tourists 
on a trip to Singapore and Malay-
sia. He was holding out hope that 
the plane had made an emergency
landing.

“We can just pray and hope that
all those aboard are safe,” said
Dimas, who was surrounded by
Ratri’s parents and friends at the
airport crisis center. “We are wor-
ried, of course, but we have to sur-
render to her fate.”

Transport Minister Ignasius 
Jonan told reporters in Surabaya
that Indonesia’s army and the na-
tional search and rescue agency
were involved in the search, as
were Singapore and Malaysia.

Other Indonesian officials said
200 rescuers had been deployed
to the east side of Belitung island
and that three aircraft, including
a surveillance plane, were dis-
patched to the area.

Search and rescue head Bam-
bang Soelistyo said his agency 
would search Monday with 12 
ships and three helicopters, along
with three aircraft from the air
force, two aircraft from the navy 
and a number of warships. He 
added that Malaysia and Singa-
pore would each deploy one C-130
plane and three ships, and that
Australia also would assist.

Airbus said in a statement that 
the missing aircraft was deliv-
ered to AirAsia in October 2008,
and that the plane had accumu-
lated about 23,000 flight hours
during some 13,600 flights. AirA-
sia said the aircraft had last un-
dergone scheduled maintenance
on Nov. 16.

AirAsia, which has dominated
cheap travel in Southeast Asia for
years, flies short routes of just a
few hours, connecting the region’s
large cities. Recently, it has tried 
to expand into long-distance fly-
ing through its sister airline AirA-
sia X.

Fernandes, who is the face of
AirAsia and an active Twitter
user, sent out an earlier tweet
saying: “Thank you for all your
thoughts and prays. We must stay
strong.” 

Missing: Turbulence, lightning, winds may have become problematic
WORLD

 � The last communication 
between the pilot and air traffic 
control was made at 6:13 a.m. , 
when the pilot asked to turn left 
and climb to  34,000 feet to avoid 
clouds. 

� AirAsia said the Airbus 
A320-200 was on the submitted 
flight plan route. Djoko Mur-
jatmodjo, Indonesia’s acting 
director general of transporta-
tion, said it is believed to have 
gone missing somewhere over 
the Java Sea between Tanjung 
Pandan on Belitung island and 
Pontianak, on Indonesia’s part 
of Borneo island.

� Indonesia’s Meteorology 
and Geophysics Agency said 
dense storm clouds were de-
tected at up to  44,000 feet in 
the same area at the time the 
plane was reported to have lost 
contact.

� Indonesia, Singapore and 
Malaysia are involved in the 
search-and-rescue operation. 
Three Indonesian aircraft were 
dispatched to the area, while 
Singapore’s air force and navy 
search with two C-130 planes. 
Indonesia said 200 rescuers 
were deployed to the east side of 
Belitung island. 

� Dozens of relatives of peo-
ple aboard the plane gathered in 
a room at Juanda International 
Airport in Surabaya  to await 
word about their loved ones.   

� In a separate incident later 
Sunday, an AirAsia flight carry-
ing more than 150 passengers 
experienced a technical prob-
lem about 10 minutes after tak-
ing off from Penang, Malaysia, 
and had to return to the airport, 
AirAsia said. The flight took off 
again for  Langkawi island and 
safely reached its destination. 
From The Associated Press

TRISNADI/AP

Relatives of the passengers of AirAsia Flight 8501 comfort each other at Juanda International Airport in 
Surabaya, East Java, Indonesia, on Sunday .

Key developments in plane’s disappearance
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 BY VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russia identified 
NATO as the nation’s No. 1 mili-
tary threat and raised the possi-
bility of a broader use of precision 
conventional weapons to deter for-
eign aggression under a new mili-
tary doctrine signed by President 
Vladimir Putin on Friday.

NATO flatly denied it is a threat 
to Russia, and accused Moscow of 
undermining European security.

The new doctrine, which comes 
amid tensions over Ukraine, re-
flected the Kremlin’s readiness to 
take a stronger posture in response 
to what it sees as U.S.-led efforts to 
isolate and weaken Russia.

The paper maintains the provi-
sions of the previous, 2010 edition 
of the military doctrine regarding 
the use of nuclear weapons.

It says Russia could employ 
nuclear weapons in retaliation for 
the use of nuclear or other weap-
ons of mass destruction against 
the country or its allies, and also 
in the case of aggression involv-
ing conventional weapons that 
“threatens the very existence” of 
the Russian state.

But for the first time, the new 
doctrine says Russia could use 
precision weapons “as part of stra-

tegic deterrent measures.” The 
document does not spell out when 
and how Moscow could resort to 
such weapons. Examples of preci-
sion conventional weapons include 
ground-to-ground missiles, air- 
and submarine-launched cruise 
missiles, guided bombs and artil-
lery shells.

Among other things, the paper 
mentions the need to protect Rus-
sia’s interests in the Arctic, where 
the global competition for its vast 
oil and other resources has been 
heating up as the Arctic ice melts.

Russia has relied heavily on 
its nuclear deterrent and lagged 
far behind the U.S. and its NATO 
allies in the development of pre-
cision conventional weapons. 
However, it has recently sped up 
its military modernization, buying 
large numbers of new weapons 
and boosting military drills. It has 
also sharply increased air patrols 
over the Baltics.

 On Friday, Moscow successfully 
test-fired the RS-24 Yars intercon-
tinental ballistic missile from the 
Plesetsk launchpad in northwest-
ern Russia.

The 29-page doctrine outlines 
top threats to Russia’s security 
and possible responses. It is the 
document’s third edition since 
Putin was first elected in 2000. 

Egyptian court upholds 
‘debauchery’ conviction 

CAIRO — An Egyptian ap-
peals court on Saturday upheld 
the convictions of eight men last 
month for “debauchery” amid an 
increasingly harsh government
campaign against homosexual-
ity, though the court reduced the 
men’s three-year prison terms to 
one year, state media reported.

Homosexuality in itself is not
illegal in Egypt, but the govern-
ment of President Abdel Fat-
tah Sisi, already engaged in a 
monthslong crackdown on secular
and Islamist political opponents,
has moved to promote conserva-
tive social mores by taking aim at
groups such as gays and atheists.

The defendants had been con-
victed based on a video  that
appeared to show two men ex-
changing rings aboard a Nile 
party boat .

Turkey stands behind 
Palestinian opposition

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkish 
Prime Minister Ahmet Davutog-
lu said Sunday that Turkey stands 
behind Palestinians in their ef-
forts to oppose what he called
Israeli attempts to “reduce the
Islamic character” of Jerusalem.

Davutoglu was speaking to re-
porters in the central Turkish 
city of Konya a day after meeting
with exiled Hamas chief Khaled 
Mashaal.

Violent demonstrations led Is-
rael in November to briefly re-
strict Muslim access to a holy site
in Jerusalem that includes the Al-
Aqsa Mosque  and the ancient He-
brew Temple Mount . The move
fueled accusations that Israel was
secretly plotting to take over the
site, despite Israeli denials.  

Libya calls extremist 
clashes an escalation

CAIRO — Libya’s foreign min-
ister in the internationally recog-
nized government said extremist
groups are escalating their attacks
in his country, including a renewed 
push to control oil resources, call-
ing for concerted international
efforts to stem the flow of money 
and weapons to them.

Fighting has erupted around 
Libya’s largest oil terminal, Sidra, 
which is under the control of anti-
Islamist militiamen allied with 
the internationally recognized 
Tobruk-based government. It fol-
lowed an announcement from the 
rival Tripoli-based government 
in mid-December to “liberate”
Sidra. The clashes have forced the
shutdown of the Sidra terminal,
and storage tanks there have been
set ablaze.  

24 dead, 8 missing in 
Sri Lanka mudslides

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka —
Twenty-four people have been
killed and eight others are miss-
ing due to floods and mudslides
caused by incessant rain around
Sri Lanka over the past week, of-
ficials said Sunday.

About 106,000 people have lost
their homes or evacuated to safer
locations, the Disaster manage-
ment Center said. The biggest 
damage was reported in south-
eastern Badulla district, where 14
people were killed by mudslides.  
From wire reports

 BY HYUNG-JIN KIM

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea, the U.S. and Japan will 
sign their first joint intelligence-
sharing pact  this week to better 
cope with North Korea’s increas-
ing nuclear and missile threats, 
officials said Friday.

The U.S. has separate, bilateral 
intelligence-sharing agreements 
with South Korea and Japan, 
both American allies which are 
hosts to tens of thousands of U.S. 

troops.
But Seoul and Tokyo don’t 

have such bilateral pacts, partly 
a result of long-running  disputes 
stemming from Japan’s colonial 
rule of the Korean Peninsula 
from 1910 to 1945. 

In 2012, the two almost forged 
an intelligence-sharing pact, but 
its signing was scrapped at the 
last minute following a backlash 
in South Korea.

Under the latest initiative, 
South Korea and Japan would 
share intelligence only on North 

Korea’s nuclear and missile pro-
grams via the U.S., according to 
a statement from Seoul’s Defense 
Ministry.

The pact would enable the three 
countries to swiftly respond to 
any North Korean provocation at 
a time when its threats are grow-
ing following a third nuclear test 
in February 2013, the statement 
said. 

The use of Japanese intelli-
gence assets would boost surveil-
lance on North Korea, it said.

South Korean officials say the 

North is believed to have made 
progress in manufacturing nu-
clear warheads that are small 
and light enough to be placed on 
a missile capable of reaching the 
U.S. North Korea conducted its 
first bomb test in 2006, followed 
by another in 2009.

The formal signing of the pact 
by the South Korean vice defense 
minister and his U.S. and Japa-
nese counterparts will take place 
Monday, according to South Ko-
rean defense officials. 

 BY ELAINE KURTENBACH

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Japan’s Cabinet 
approved  $29 billion in fresh 
stimulus Saturday for the ail-
ing economy, pledging to get 
growth back on track and restore 
the country’s precarious public 
finances.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is 
wrapping up his second year in 
office hard-pressed to salvage a 
recovery that fizzled into reces-

sion after a sales tax increase in 
April.

The stimulus plan endorsed by 
the Cabinet includes  $5 billion 
earmarked for stagnant regional 
economies. It also lays out Abe’s 
vision for countering longer-term 
trends such as Japan’s surging 
public debt and a declining and 
aging population.

“A strong economy is the 
wellspring of Japan’s national 
strength,” said a summary of the 

plan released by the government.
It pledged to restore vitality 

to local regions to enable young 
Japanese people “to have dreams 
and hopes for the future.”

But the document also ac-
knowledged the narrow policy 
options open to Japan’s leaders 
given the country’s massive pub-
lic debt, which is twice the size of 
the economy.

The government is sticking to 
its pledge to balance its budget by 

2020 despite a recent decision by 
Abe to defer until April 2017 a tax 
increase due for next year .

Abe has sought to spur growth 
and end a long spell of deflation 
through aggressive monetary eas-
ing and increased public spending. 
He also promised to undertake 
bold steps to break through the 
“bedrock” of Japan’s vested in-
terests and bureaucracy, but has 
made little headway in areas such 
as labor and farm sector reforms. 

MUSA SADULAYEV/AP

Chechen special forces listen to Chechnya’s regional leader, Ramzan 
Kadyrov, deliver a speech as they stand near a banner depicting 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and words reading, “As long as we 
are united, we are invincible!” in Grozny, Russia, on Sunday .

Russia declares 
NATO top threat 
in new doctrine

S. Korea, US, Japan to share intel on North

Japan’s Abe unleashes stimulus plan to spur growth
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 BY DEREK GATOPOULOS 
AND NICHOLAS PAPHITIS

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece  — A ferry 
carrying about 470 people caught 
fire off the Greek island of Corfu 
early Sunday, trapping passen-
gers on the top decks as gale-force 
winds and choppy seas hampered 
the evacuation.

Greek and Italian rescue heli-
copters and vessels struggled to 
reach the stricken ferry, battered 
by  55 mph  winds that sent it up 
toward the strait between Italy 
and Albania. Nearby, merchant 
ships lined up to form a barrier to 
protect the ferry and to facilitate 
rescue, said Italian Navy Capt. 
Riccardo Rizzotto.

The fire broke out on the car 
deck of the Italian-flagged Nor-
man Atlantic, traveling from the 
Greek port of Patras to Ancona, 

Italy, with 422 passengers and 56 
crew members on board. No one 
has been reported injured, and 
117 people have been transport-
ed to safety — eight airlifted to 
southern Italy and the rest taken 
to nearby ships, said Greek Mer-
chant Marine spokesman Nikos 
Lagadianos.

Passengers stranded on a high 
deck told Greek media that life-
boats from surrounding vessels 
had been unable to take them off 
due to the high seas.

“The fire is still burning,” 
Greek passenger Sofoklis Styli-
aras told private Mega televi-
sion. “On the lower deck, where 
the lifeboats are, our shoes were 
starting to melt from the heat. 
… There’s nowhere else for us to 
go. It’s impossible to walk on the 
lower deck because of the heat.”

The ship was packed with holi-

daymakers and truck drivers 
making the popular transport 
run between Greece and Italy. Of 
those on board, 234 passengers 
and 34 crew were Greek and the 
rest of various unspecified na-
tionalities, said Lagadianos.

The spokesman said a lifeboat 
carrying about 150 passengers 
had been lowered into the water, 
and Italian rescue workers start-
ed transporting passengers from 
it by helicopter — two at a time — 
to the nearby Cruise Europa ship. 
Two tugboats were working to try 
to extinguish the fire, he said.

Prime Minister Antonis Sama-
ras was in contact with his Ital-
ian counterpart, Matteo Renzi, to 
coordinate the operation “at the 
highest level,” Greek government 
officials said, adding that the op-
eration was now under Italian 
control. 

Ferry burns in Adriatic; rough 
seas are slowing rescue efforts

 BY MICHELLE FAUL

The Associated Press

GUECKEDOU, Guinea  — West 
Africa’s fight to contain Ebola has 
hampered the campaign against 
malaria, a preventable and treat-
able disease that is claiming 
many thousands more lives than 
the dreaded virus.

In Gueckedou, near the village 
where Ebola first started killing 
people in Guinea’s tropical south-
ern forests a year ago, doctors say 
they have had to stop pricking fin-
gers to do blood tests for malaria.

Guinea’s drop in reported ma-
laria cases this year by as much 
as 40 percent is not good news, 
said Dr. Bernard Nahlen, deputy 
director of the U.S. President’s 
Malaria Initiative. He said the 

decrease is likely because people 
are too scared to go to health fa-
cilities and are not getting treated 
for malaria.

“It would be a major failure on 
the part of everybody involved 
to have a lot of people die from 
malaria in the midst of the Ebola 
epidemic,” he said in a telephone 
interview. “I would be surprised 
if there were not an increase in 
unnecessary malaria deaths in 
the midst of all this, and a lot of 
those will be young children.”

Figures are always estimates 
in Guinea, where half the 12 
million people have no access to 
health centers and die uncount-
ed. Some 15,000 Guineans died 
from malaria last year, 14,000 of 
them children under 5, accord-
ing to Nets for Life Africa, a New 

York-based charity dedicated 
to providing insecticide-treated 
mosquito nets to put over beds. In 
comparison, about 1,600 people 
in Guinea have died from Ebola, 
according to statistics from the 
World Health Organization.

Malaria is the leading cause of 
death in children  younger than 
5 in Guinea and, after AIDS, the 
leading cause of adult deaths, ac-
cording to Nets for Life.

Ebola and malaria have many 
of the same symptoms, including 
fever, dizziness, head and muscle 
aches. Malaria is caused by bites 
from infected mosquitoes while 
Ebola can be contracted only 
from the body fluids of an infected 
victim — hence doctors’ fears of 
drawing blood to do malaria tests.

People suffering malaria fear 

being quarantined in Ebola treat-
ment centers, and health centers
not equipped to treat Ebola are
turning away patients with Ebola-
like symptoms, doctors said.

WHO figures from Gueckedou
show that of people coming in
with fever in October, 24 percent 
who tested positive for Ebola also
tested positive for malaria, and 33 
percent of those who did not have 
Ebola tested positive for malaria
— an indication of the great bur-
den of malaria in Guinea.

Malaria killed one of 38 Cuban 
doctors sent to Guinea to help 
fight the Ebola outbreak. One pri-
vate hospital had a kidney dialy-
sis machine that could have saved 
his failing organ but the clinic
was shut after several people died
there of Ebola. 

Ebola hampers African malaria fight

SKAI TV STATION/AP

 Smoke rises from the Italian-flagged Norman Atlantic after it caught fire Sunday in the Adriatic Sea .

Hamas 
bars Gaza 
kids from 
Israel trip

 BY FARES AKRAM

The Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip  — Ga-
za’s Hamas rulers prevented a
group of children from entering 
Israel on Sunday for a postwar 
conciliatory trip meant to foster 
peace, Hamas and organizers 
said.

The 37 children, most of whom
have lost  parents in fighting be-
tween Hamas and Israel, were to
enter Israel on Sunday  to spend
a week visiting Jewish and Arab
communities  and a zoo  and to trav-
el to the West Bank for a meeting
with the Palestinian president.

But a bus carrying the children 
and their adult chaperones was 
turned back when it reached the
main crossing between Israel and 
Gaza.

Hamas spokesman Eyad
Bozum said the decision to bar 
the children’s entry was made “to 
protect the culture of our children
and our people” from normaliz-
ing relations with Israel. He said
Hamas would make sure such a
trip “will never happen again.”

Israel and Hamas fought a bru-
tal, 50-day war last summer that
killed 2,100 Palestinians and de-
stroyed parts of the impoverished 
coastal enclave. On the Israeli
side, the fighting killed 72 people 
and disrupted the lives of millions 
of people.

Yoel Marshak, one of the trip’s
organizers, said the visit was 
meant to a show a positive side of 
Israel and to promote peace be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians.

“These children will one day
be the leaders of Gaza and they
would have remembered this trip
and known that we can live in
peace, side by side,” he said. “The
trip was meant to be a big hug for
them.” 

Japan’s McDonald’s to 
bring big fries back

 TOKYO  — Big fries are going 
back on the menu in Japan.

McDonald’s Japan said Friday 
it will resume serving all por-
tion sizes of fries on Jan. 5 after 
resolving shortages due to labor 
disruptions on the U.S. West 
Coast. The fast-food giant began 
limiting customers to orders of 
small fries earlier this month.

The company said in a notice 
on its website that its fry inven-
tory had improved thanks to air 
shipments and extra sea ship-
ments from the U.S. East Coast. 
It apologized and said it would try 
to avoid further shortfalls at its 
3,100 outlets in Japan.

Frozen french fries — cut and 
ready for the deep  fryer — are a 
leading U.S. export.

 Pakistan: Gunmen kill 
man from minority sect 

 ISLAMABAD  — A Pakistani 
police officer said unknown gun-
men shot dead a young man from 
a targeted religious minority 
community in eastern Pakistan.

Rifaqat Hussain said gunmen 
killed Luqman Shahzad on Sun-
day as he walked to an agricul-
ture field near his village in the 
Gujranwala district of Punjab.

A spokesman for the Ahmedi 
community said Shahzad is the 
11th member of the community 
killed in Pakistan this year. The 
spokesman, Saleemud Din, said 
Pakistani religious leaders and 
media continue to incite hatred 
against Ahmedis.

Ahmedis are followers of Gh-
ulam Ahmed, an Indian religious 
leader who died in 1908. Although 
their beliefs overlap with Islam in 
many ways, they are considered 
heretics by many conservative 
Muslims. 

 American to be held in 
Israel until end of trial

 JERUSALEM  — An Israeli 
court has ordered an Illinois man 
charged with plotting anti-Mus-
lim violence detained until the 
end of court proceedings against 
him.

Everett Adam Livvix, 30, 
was arrested in November and 
charged with weapons posses-
sion. The indictment accused 
Livvix of planning to blow up 
Muslim holy sites in Jerusalem. 
Israeli police said Livvix, posing 
as a former U.S. Navy SEAL, also 
turned down an offer from a Pal-
estinian to assassinate. President 
Barack Obama during his visit in 
2013.

 Turkish cargo ship 
founders; 3 missing

 ROME  — The Italian Coast 
Guard said three crew members 
were missing after a Turkish 
cargo ship collided with a mer-
chant vessel in choppy seas near 
the northern Adriatic port of Ma-
rina di Ravenna.

It said several crew members 
from the ship were rescued after 
the collision Sunday morning. 
The Turkish ship was foundering 
near the port. Details, including 
the cause of the collision, were 
not immediately available.
 From The Associated Press
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WORLD

PHOTOS BY AMEL EMRIC/AP

Above: Bosnian worker Sefik Salihovic drives the steam engine at the coal mine of Oskova in the Bosnian town of Banovici,  about 90 miles north of Sarajevo, on  Nov. 24 . 
  Below,  Salihovic prepares the steam engine for driving at the coal mine .    In the summer the engines attract tourists for rides.

Bosnian town hoping 
train increases tourism
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 BY MALCOLM RITTER

The Associated Press

NEW YORK

The presents are unwrapped. The chil-
dren’s shrieks of delight are just a mem-
ory. Now it’s time for another Yuletide 
tradition: cleaning up the needles that 

are falling off your Christmas tree.
“I’m not particularly worried about it. … 

I’ll just sweep it up,” said Lisa Smith-Hans-
ford, of New York, who bought a small 

tree at a Manhattan sidewalk stand 
early  last week. She likes the 

smell of a real tree, she said, 
comparing it to comfort 

food.
But others do 
mind. Consum-

ers consis-

tently cite messiness as one of the most common 
reasons they don’t have a real tree, says the Na-
tional Christmas Tree Association.

Keeping a tree well watered goes a long way 
toward minimizing the needle problem. But 
beyond that, scientists are trying to find ways 
to make trees less messy and keep them fresh 
through the holidays.

It’s in the genes
Some kinds of trees, like the noble fir or Fra-

ser fir, are better than others at maintaining 
moisture and keeping their needles once they’re 
in your house, said Gary Chastagner, of Wash-
ington State University. But even within a given 
species, some trees are better than others, he 
said. Needle retention is an inherited trait; if a 
tree does well, so will the offspring that grow 
from the seeds in its cones.

Seeking the champs
At a research station in Puyallup, Wash., 

Chastagner works to identify individual trees 
that hold onto their needles best. He tests 
branches cut early in the fall, which encourages 
needle loss because they haven’t experienced 
cold weather. He lets them dry out and his team 

evaluates them after about 10 days, looking 
for branches that do not shed any needles. 

Needles start to fall off branches from 
some trees within three to five days 

when the branch is gently rubbed, 
even if they aren’t dry and brittle. 

A poor performer may lose all 
of them within a week.

Good branch is good sign
If a branch does well, it means the tree has 

good genetics for keeping needles. So growers 
can seek out seeds from those trees to produce 
seedlings for future planting. These progeny 
should do well, too. With a federal grant, Chast-
agner is also working with others to identify ge-
netic markers that indicate whether a tree will 
resist needle shedding. That would make the 
tree-screening process much faster and per-
haps lead to breeding experiments to produce 
superior trees.

Another global warming worry
Trees that experience warm autumns tend to 

have more needle loss later, Chastagner said. If 
global warming leads to warmer falls in the fu-
ture, it could be bad news for Christmas trees . 
But since his studies focus on tree branches 
harvested before cold autumn weather sets in, 
they may identify trees that will do well in a 
warming world, he said.

For now, water that tree
Chastagner emphasizes that homeowners 

can minimize needle shedding by keeping their 
displayed trees well-supplied with water. In 
fact, when he has set up trees for research in 
early December and kept them wa-
tered, some species, like noble 
and Nordmann fir, have gone 
even three months with 
only minimal shedding. 
“The potential is 
phenomenal,” 
he said. 

SCIENCE AND MEDICINE

Scientists target hassle of cleaning up fallen Christmas tree needles

LESS HOLIDAY MESS

ILLUSTRATION BY BEV SCHILLING/
Stars and Stripes
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Public Schools workers awoke 
Friday to find that the amounts 
they were to be paid  instead had 
been withdrawn from their bank 
accounts. About 1,300 workers 
were affected.

 Superintendent Dr. Gary E. 
Maestas sent an email to employ-
ees saying the issue was caused by 
human error. The school depart-
ment is working with the town and 
banks to fix the problem . Maestas 
said some banks  wouldn’t make 
corrections until Monday .

The error has left some employ-
ees thousands of dollars in the 
red.

Leg lamp is stolen
from store’s display

NY NORTH TONAWANDA 
 — Who took the leg lamp 

belonging to Ralphie’s “Old Man” 
from a New York store’s annual 
tribute to “A Christmas Story?”

The owner of the Yankee Spirits 
liquor store in North Tonawanda 
said his annual window display 
honoring the holiday classic in-
cludes memorabilia from the 1983 
film, including several versions of 
the iconic leg lamp.

The store’s surveillance video 
shows a man in a gray hoodie and 
sunglasses walking into the store 
and glancing around before  grab-
bing a large leg lamp and leaving.

Store owner Gary Brennan  said 
even his customers are angry 
about the theft.

In the movie, Ralphie’s father 
wins a prize that turns out to be 
a garish lamp in the shape of a 
woman’s leg in a fishnet stocking. 
Ralphie’s mother “accidentally” 
breaks it, leaving the Old Man 

heartbroken.

Kayaker on pond with 
Charlie Brown rescued

MA EASTHAMPTON 
 — Massachusetts fire 

officials went to the rescue of a 
capsized kayaker who may have 
been trying to install a Charlie 
Brown cutout on a raft that holds 
a Christmas tree at the center of 
a pond.

 Easthampton firefighters res-
cued the man  about 8 p.m.  Dec. 21 
as he was clinging to the raft.

Fire Chief David Mottor said 
a 3-foot-tall cutout depicting the 
likeness of cartoon character 
Charlie Brown was found in his 
kayak. Mottor said a practical 
joke isn’t worth losing a life. He 
said the water temperature was in From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

15 The number of drunken driving arrests in Connecticut that resulted from a stepped-up highway safety enforcement program 
that began Dec. 19 and ran through Friday. The crackdown was called “Stop Another Needless Tragic Accident,” or SANTA 
for short. According to figures provided by state police, 241 speeding tickets had been issued through Friday afternoon, along 
with nearly 700 other citations for failure to use seat belts, distracted driving and other violations.  

Santa Claus delivers 
for animal shelter

NJ MADISON  — Santa 
Claus went to work on 

Christmas Day for an animal 
shelter.

Santa delivered dogs and cats as 
presents for the St. Hubert’s Ani-
mal Welfare Center in Madison, 
 N.J.

Shelter staffer Melissa Morgan 
donned the costume to deliver 
pets adopted  last week by parents 
to doubly surprised children in the 
area. She took a box to the door of 
the Crescenzi family in Union, 
and  Angelo, 4, ripped the wrap-
ping paper off to reveal a black 
kitten inside.

 The animal shelter said it per-
mits adoptions only after one-on-
one counseling with families to 
make sure they understand the 
responsibilities and can offer safe 
environments. 

Mall closes early over 
fights involving teens

PA MONROEVILLE  — Au-
thorities said several 

fights broke out among hundreds 
of teens who packed a western 
Pennsylvania shopping center, 
forcing it to close early.

The altercations erupted Friday 
evening at the Monroeville Mall. 
Monroeville Police Chief K. Doug-
las Cole said at least two people 
were hospitalized with non-life-
threatening injuries.

Cole said large groups of teens 
began showing up  about 5 p.m., 
with the crowds swelling to as 
many as 1,000, according to mall 
security officers. Cole said he 
doesn’t believe it was an organized 
event or protest.

Employees said stores closed 
early after fights were reported 
about 8 p.m. Cole reported minor 
damage to the mall .

Cole said he expects officers to 
issue disorderly conduct citations .

Sharp rise seen in 
costly meth lab busts

ME AUGUSTA  — Maine 
drug officials are con-

fronting a startling rise in the 
number of methamphetamine 
labs across the state.

Maine Drug Enforcement 
Agency Director Roy McKinney 
said the agency busted 28 meth 
labs this year, up 12 over last year 
and more than six times as many 
as three years ago.

Officials said dismantling labs 
can cost more than $10,000 each. 
The raids are taking a toll on the 
agency’s resources and are dis-
tracting them from other work. 
They said it’s difficult to pinpoint 
why the labs are on the rise.

They hope a $900,000 federal 
grant will help the state stem the 
tide. The grant, announced in Oc-
tober, will provide funding for two 
years for four new drug agents 
and specialized equipment.

School error pulls funds 
from staffers’ accounts

MA PLYMOUTH  — Some 
employees in a Mas-

sachusetts school district feel like 
they got a visit from the Grinch.

Instead of receiving their pay-
checks via direct deposit on the 
day after Christmas, Plymouth 

THE CENSUS

Balancing act
Samuel Morrow and his dog, Pudge, cruise in the bicycle lane on Beach Boulevard in Jacksonville, Fla., 
on Friday.  

BRUCE LIPSKY, THE (JACKSONVILLE) FLORIDA TIMES-UNION/AP

the low 40s, cold enough to cause 
hypothermia.

Police said the man likely will
not be charged.

Exit renamed ‘Clark 
Griswold’ in prank

NJ CLARK  — At least one 
“Christmas Vacation” fan 

was driving on New Jersey’s Gar-
den State Parkway on Thursday.

Someone changed a sign for the
highway’s exit for Clark and West-
field to read “Clark Griswold.”

Griswold is the father  charac-
ter played by Chevy Chase in the
Christmas cult classic.

State Police spokesman Sgt. 
Gregory Williams confirmed
photos of the sign posted on so-
cial media are real. Williams said
the taped-on Griswold sign at the 
highway’s exit 135 was removed 
by the Turnpike Authority.

Panda cub Bao Bao 
back down from tree

DC WASHINGTON  — The 
National Zoo’s panda

cub, Bao Bao, is back with her 
mother after spending more than
24 hours in a tree, where she went
after being startled by a tool zoo-
keepers use to contain animals.

The National Zoo said Bao Bao
climbed the tree Tuesday after-
noon after touching a “hot wire” 
used for animal containment.
WRC-TV reported that she came
down late Wednesday.

Members of the public, who can 
watch live video of the zoo’s pan-
das online, posted worried inqui-
ries on the zoo’s Facebook page
when they saw that Bao Bao was 
in a tree overnight and was still 
there Wednesday. The zoo said
Bao Bao was “perfectly fine.”

Bao Bao turned 1 in August. 
She’s only the second panda born
at the zoo to survive to her first
birthday.  

 Funding secured for
ice festival to return

IN RICHMOND  — An east-
ern Indiana ice festival 

that spotlights the chilly work of
skilled ice-carvers will be back 
for a second year after sponsors
stepped up with the needed funds 
to prevent its cancellation.

Richmond’s MELTDOWN Win-
ter Ice Festival had been in dan-
ger of cancellation, prompting
the event’s organizing committee 
to recently issue a plea for an ad-
ditional $4,500 in sponsorships
and donations for the free family 
event.

But the festival  is “now a go,” 
and set for Jan. 30-31 and Feb. 1 
in Richmond’s Historic Depot Dis-
trict, said Mary Walker, executive
director of the Wayne County
Convention & Tourism Bureau. 
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FACES

The Associated Press

The widely acclaimed movie “Selma”
about the 1965 civil rights movement has
disappointed at least one moviegoer: a
leading historian of President Lyndon B.
Johnson.

The director of the LBJ Presidential Li-
brary in Austin, Texas,  said the film that
opened in stateside theaters last week in-
correctly portrays Johnson as an obstruc-
tionist to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

“Selma” is based on the 1965 marches 
from the Alabama cities of Selma to Mont-
gomery that were led by King. At the time, 
marchers were calling for voting rights.

LBJ Library Director Mark Updegrove
said the film unfairly casts Johnson as a
sort of composite character who represents 
the obstacles blacks faced in getting civil
rights laws passed. What history shows, 
Updegrove said, is that Johnson and King
had a partnership.

He said Johnson and King had disagree-
ments, but not like the film suggests. Up-
degrove called the portrayal unfortunate
given the current climate in the wake of
recent deaths of unarmed black men at the
hands of police.

“When racial tension is so high, it does
no good to suggest that the president of the
U.S. himself stood in the way of progress a
half-century ago. It flies in the face of his-
tory,” Updegrove said.

 “Selma” is nominated for four Golden
Globe awards, including best picture for a 
drama and best director.

Casey Kasem’s children
to share medical records

The children of radio legend Casey
Kasem said Dec. 24 they will share all hos-
pital records in their possession with his 
widow, Jean Kasem, who is suing a hospi-
tal in Washington state to learn more about
the last weeks of his life.

The records will show that all appropriate 
measures were taken to preserve Kasem’s 
life, and when it was clear he was dying, to
allow him to die comfortably, Kerri, Mike
and Julie Kasem said in a statement issued 
through their lawyer, Troy Martin.

The  “American Top 40” host died last
June at 82. He had dementia.

The battle between Jean and Kerri
Kasem continued after Casey Kasem’s
death. Jean had his body moved in July
from a Tacoma funeral home to Oslo, Nor-
way, for burial. Other relatives and friends
say Casey Kasem had wished to be bur-
ied at the Forest Lawn cemetery in Los
Angeles.

 Other news
� Oscar-winning director Roman Po-

lanski lost his latest bid to have a Califor-
nia court dismiss his 1977 sex case when
a judge rejected a motion for a new hear-
ing. A nine-page order issued Dec. 24 by
Superior Court Judge James Brandlin
states that Polanski’s claims of judicial
misconduct cannot be addressed because
he remains a fugitive outside the country 
after pleading guilty to unlawful sex with 
a minor in 1977. 

� Katt Williams has pleaded not guilty
to a robbery charge filed after a photogra-
pher accused the comedian of stealing her 
camera. District attorney’s spokeswoman
Shiara Davila-Morales said Williams en-
tered the plea Dec. 24 and was ordered to
return to court on Feb. 3 for a scheduling 
hearing. Williams, 43, could face up to 
seven years in prison if convicted.

 BY MAE ANDERSON

The Associated Press

Sony’s flip-flop on releasing “The In-
terview” shows the studio is working 
furiously to try to chart the right course 
through political and public-opinion 
minefields.

Although analysts don’t believe the 
decision will have any effect on Sony’s 
image, it will at least give the movie-
going public a chance to vote with their 
wallets and send North Korea a protest 
message.

Two weeks ago, Sony canceled the 
Christmas Day release of “The Inter-
view” in the wake of an extensive hacking 
attack and release of confidential emails 
by a group linked with North Korea. The 
movie stars Seth Rogen and James Fran-
co as journalists tasked by the CIA with 
killing North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un. The hackers threatened violence if 
Sony didn’t pull the movie. Sony did so 
after major theater chains decided not to 
screen it.

But the company then wavered in 
the face of public outcry and criticism 
from President Barack Obama. On Dec. 
23, Sony Entertainment CEO Michael 
Lynton said Seth Rogen’s North Korea 
farce “will be in a number of theaters 
on Christmas Day.” The film opened in 
more than 200 theaters, down from an 
original release plan of 3,000. 

Lynton said Sony also would release 
the movie  through more digital plat-
forms, such as Internet streaming or 
video on demand on cable systems. 

Plaza Theater owner Michael Furl-
inger in Atlanta said he was thrilled to be 
showing the movie. He canceled plans to 
fly to Long Island, N.Y.,  for the holidays.

“We play a lot of controversial pic-
tures, things I don’t necessarily agree 
with, but I will never censor them,” he 
said. “It’s not for me to decide. It’s for the 
customer to decide. If they want to come, 
they’ll spend their money. If they don’t, 
that’s their choice. It should not be the 
choice of somebody from North Korea or 
China or anywhere else.”

 If anything, the controversy has raised 
awareness about the movie. Although 
fewer theaters are showing it, those the-
aters might be more packed than they 
would have been otherwise.

Anthony LoRusso, 54, of Atlanta, 
thought the premise of the movie was 
“silly” and initially planned to wait for 
the DVD. Now, he plans to see it at The 
Plaza.

Colby Cohen, 29, of Atlanta said he 
probably would have seen it anyway, but 
the brief cancellation 
made him want to 
see it more.

“I’m going 
to get to fight 
terrorism on 
Christmas 
Day now,” he 
said.

 Doug 
Stone, presi-
dent of film 
industry newsletter 
Box Office Analyst, had 
estimated domestic box office 
for the movie would be $75 million to 
$100 million, of which Sony keeps about 
55 percent. But the release has been too 
limited so far to give Sony much of a fi-
nancial bump.

Furthermore, costly damage from the 
hackers’ email leaks to relationships and 

future projects cannot be recouped, and 
there is a threat of more leaks now that 
Sony is releasing the film after all.

“Panic-based decisions are not sound 
crisis management,” said Jonathan Ber-
nstein, president of Los Angeles-based 
crisis management company Bernstein 
Crisis Management.  He said Sony should 
have waited until it was sure it can pro-
tect itself against hacking attacks.

Still, moviegoers seemed enthusiastic. 
Isaac Sokol, a 21-year-old university stu-
dent in the Dallas suburb of Richardson, 
bought two tickets for a Christmas night 
show .

“The only way to tackle world con-
flicts and human rights violations and all 
of the dreaded things around the world 
is to take them with a grain of salt,” he 
said. “If you don’t, it’s going to just be 
sadness.” 

Saving face
Sony tries to make amends with ‘Interview’ flip-flop

AP photos

Brandon Delaney, general manager of the Plaza Theatre, in Atlanta, hangs a marquee sign Dec. 23 to announce that the the-
ater would be showing “The Interview.” The controversial comedy about an attempted assassination of North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un was released last week when Sony Pictures Entertainment announced a limited Christmas Day showing.

LBJ historian 
disappointed 
in ‘Selma’ film
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Monday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 57 27 Clr
Akron, Ohio 36 23 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 35 17 Cldy
Albuquerque 42 19 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 43 25 PCldy
Amarillo 36 12 Clr
Anchorage 36 35 Cldy
Asheville 52 40 Cldy
Atlanta 61 44 Cldy
Atlantic City 47 28 Cldy
Austin 60 38 Clr
Baltimore 47 35 Cldy
Baton Rouge 60 44 Cldy
Billings 1 -12 Snow
Birmingham 56 38 Cldy
Bismarck 0 -12 Clr
Boise 30 16 Cldy
Boston 40 23 Clr
Bridgeport 43 26 PCldy
Brownsville 65 54 PCldy
Buffalo 30 21 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 29 9 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 20 0 Cldy
Casper 8 -13 Snow
Charleston,S.C. 68 52 Cldy
Charleston,W.Va. 45 32 Cldy
Charlotte,N.C. 57 43 Rain

Chattanooga 55 40 Cldy
Cheyenne 7 -10 Snow
Chicago 31 17 Cldy
Cincinnati 39 26 PCldy
Cleveland 34 24 Cldy
Colorado Springs 15 -7 Snow
Columbia,S.C. 64 47 Rain
Columbus,Ga. 64 47 Cldy
Columbus,Ohio 37 26 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 37 14 PCldy
Corpus Christi 61 48 Clr
Dallas-Ft Worth 56 34 PCldy
Dayton 36 24 PCldy
Daytona Beach 80 64 Cldy
Denver 14 -7 Snow
Des Moines 28 6 Cldy
Detroit 32 22 Cldy
Duluth 6 -8 Clr
El Paso 55 32 Clr
Elkins 41 30 Cldy
Erie 31 24 Cldy
Eugene 42 22 Rain
Evansville 40 28 PCldy
Fairbanks 16 5 Cldy
Fargo 1 -9 Clr
Flagstaff 39 18 Clr
Flint 29 18 Cldy
Fort Smith 47 27 PCldy

Fort Wayne 34 22 PCldy
Fresno 54 36 PCldy
Goodland 15 -3 Snow
Grand Junction 28 5 Snow
Grand Rapids 30 18 Cldy
Great Falls 2 -21 Clr
Green Bay 20 2 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 48 38 Rain
Harrisburg 42 28 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 40 22 Clr
Helena 7 -19 Clr
Honolulu 83 63 Clr
Houston 58 41 PCldy
Huntsville 52 37 Cldy
Indianapolis 38 23 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 53 40 Cldy
Jacksonville 75 61 Cldy
Juneau 26 18 Clr
Kansas City 36 14 PCldy
Key West 80 72 PCldy
Knoxville 53 38 Cldy
Lake Charles 58 42 Cldy
Lansing 29 16 Cldy
Las Vegas 50 33 Clr
Lexington 41 28 Cldy
Lincoln 23 1 Snow
Little Rock 47 31 PCldy
Los Angeles 63 48 Clr

Louisville 42 30 PCldy
Lubbock 51 19 Clr
Macon 67 46 Cldy
Madison 23 7 Cldy
Medford 38 22 Cldy
Memphis 47 31 Cldy
Miami Beach 82 69 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 59 24 PCldy
Milwaukee 27 14 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 10 -2 Clr
Missoula 12 -7 Cldy
Mobile 64 47 Cldy
Montgomery 65 44 Cldy
Nashville 47 30 Cldy
New Orleans 60 49 Cldy
New York City 44 28 PCldy
Newark 45 28 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 47 40 Rain
North Platte 10 -7 Snow
Oklahoma City 46 23 PCldy
Omaha 23 1 Cldy
Orlando 81 65 Cldy
Paducah 42 29 PCldy
Pendleton 30 10 Snow
Peoria 35 20 Snow
Philadelphia 45 30 Cldy
Phoenix 61 40 Clr
Pittsburgh 35 22 Cldy

Pocatello 22 0 Cldy
Portland,Maine 38 14 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 40 22 Cldy
Providence 42 24 Clr
Pueblo 18 -7 Snow
Raleigh-Durham 49 39 Rain
Rapid City 6 -13 Snow
Reno 43 20 PCldy
Richmond 45 37 Rain
Roanoke 47 35 Rain
Rochester 30 21 Snow
Rockford 29 12 Cldy
Sacramento 54 37 Clr
St Louis 40 28 PCldy
St Petersburg 76 65 PCldy
St Thomas 87 76 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 43 24 Snow
Salt Lake City 28 10 Snow
San Angelo 62 30 Clr
San Antonio 61 40 Clr
San Diego 63 51 PCldy
San Francisco 56 45 PCldy
San Jose 57 40 Clr
Santa Fe 35 13 PCldy
St Ste Marie 16 6 Cldy
Savannah 71 54 Cldy
Seattle 40 25 PCldy
Shreveport 53 35 Cldy

Sioux City 16 -6 Cldy
Sioux Falls 8 -10 Clr
South Bend 33 22 Cldy
Spokane 21 5 Cldy
Springfield,Ill 36 23 PCldy
Springfield,Mo 41 23 Clr
Syracuse 33 18 Cldy
Tallahassee 73 53 Cldy
Tampa 78 65 PCldy
Toledo 34 23 Cldy
Topeka 36 12 PCldy
Tucson 60 33 Clr
Tulsa 46 24 PCldy
Tupelo 49 33 Cldy
Waco 58 33 PCldy
Washington 47 36 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 82 68 Cldy
Wichita 37 15 PCldy
Wichita Falls 51 25 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 38 22 PCldy
Wilmington,Del. 46 28 Cldy
Yakima 32 11 Snow
Youngstown 36 24 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Sat., 83, Pembroke Pines, Fla. 
Lo: Sat., -22, Lamar Ranger Station at
Yellowstone National Park, Wyo. 

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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MONDAY IN EUROPE
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77/51

Riyadh
83/53

Djibouti
84/69

Kandahar
59/29

Kabul
54/30

MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
38/29

Guam
86/79

Tokyo
54/39

Okinawa
64/54

Sasebo
54/42

Iwakuni
57/37

Seoul
40/22

Osan
40/23

Busan
52/30

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

Military rates
Euro costs (Dec. 29) .........................$1.2539
Dollar buys (Dec. 29) ........................€0.7975
British pound (Dec. 29) ........................ $1.59
Japanese yen (Dec. 29) ...................... 116.00
South Korean won (Dec. 29) ..........1,072.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770
British pound .......................$1.5558/0.6428
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1626
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2289
Denmark (Krone) ................................6.1099
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1651
Euro ........................................ $1.2176/0.8213
Hong Kong (Dollar) ..............................7.7614
Hungary (Forint) ................................. 260.70
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.9186
Japan (Yen) ...........................................120.39
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2928
Norway (Krone) ................................... 7.4775
Philippines (Peso)................................. 44.70
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.59
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ........................... 3.7502
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.3242
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,106.15
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.9878
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.94
Turkey (New Lira) ............................... 2.3176
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.13
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.06
30-year bond  ........................................... 2.82

Poll: Public mixed on the US economy
 BY JENNIFER AGIESTA 
AND EMILY SWANSON

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Few issues 
in a presidential campaign come 
close to being as meaningful as 
the economy. The latest Associ-
ated Press-GfK poll offers a look 
at how the public feels about this 
issue, which touches nearly every 
aspect of American life. As the 
2016 candidates get set to kick 
off their campaigns, here are five 
things to know about public opin-
ion on the U.S. economy.

� The economy isn’t a mono-
lith. The economy, writ large, 
has been America’s top policy 
priority for the entirety of Barack 
Obama’s presidency, despite the 
slowly building recovery and the 
recent skyrocketing stock mar-
ket. But focusing on this overall 
concern masks a distinction that 
matters to many Americans. 
Though negative perceptions of 
the economy overall are down 
compared with four years ago (57 
percent describe it as “poor” com-

pared with 83 percent who did in 
November 2010), Americans’ rat-
ings of their own finances are ac-
tually a bit worse than they were 
back then (38 percent describe 
their household’s finances as 
poor, up from 30 percent in 2010). 
 Americans   younger than 30  have 
an exceptionally negative take on 
their finances, with nearly half 
describing them as poor.

Along the same lines, while a 
majority of Americans say the 
stock market and big businesses 
have mostly recovered from the 
Great Recession, just 16 percent 
think small businesses have, 27 
percent say the job market where 
they live is mostly recovered and 
only 34 percent say their family is 
largely back to normal.

� Education, location, income 
linked to impression of economy. 
For some in America, the econo-
my is humming along. Majorities 
of college graduates, urban resi-
dents and people with incomes of 
$100,000 or more say the economy 
is in good shape. By contrast, just 
28 percent of rural residents, 35 

percent without college degrees 
and 35 percent with incomes 
under $50,000 say it’s in good 
shape. Half of those with incomes 
under $50,000 and 42 percent of 
rural residents say they and their 
families haven’t yet recovered 
from the Great Recession. 

� Expectations are somewhat 
better. The poll finds an uptick 
in Americans’ hopes for their 
own finances and the nation’s 
finances in the coming year. In 
the new poll, 34 percent say they 
expect their household’s finan-
cial situation to improve over the 
next 12 months, better than the 
27 percent saying so in October. 
And 38 percent think the overall 
economic situation in the country 
will improve in the coming year, 
up from 31 percent in October. 
On both measures, the share say-
ing things would worsen dropped 
significantly.  

� Inching toward recovery. 
That expectation of stagnation 
may be because that’s what most 
Americans think the economy 
is doing now. Asked how the 

economy had changed in the last 
month, 60 percent said it stayed 
about the same. Nearly a quarter 
think it improved, while 14 per-
cent say it’s gotten worse. Those 
figures are slightly rosier than 
in October, when 24 percent said 
things had worsened. 

� Little faith in Washington to 
improve things. Who can turn 
things around? Very few think 
it’s Washington. Two-thirds of 
Americans say it’s unlikely that 
the newly elected Republican ma-
jority in Congress will be able to 
improve the economy in the next 
two years, and 6 in 10 say Obama 
won’t be able to either. Three in 
10 say they don’t even trust either 
party to handle the economy.

 The AP-GfK Poll of 1,010 
adults was conducted online Dec. 
4-8, using a sample drawn from 
GfK’s probability-based Knowl-
edgePanel, which is designed to 
be representative of the U.S. pop-
ulation. The margin of sampling 
error for all respondents is plus or 
minus 3.4 percentage points. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER
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‘Interview’ subverts Kim regime – a good thing
 BY RICH KLEIN

For starters, “The Interview” is 
very funny, in the Seth Rogen foul-
mouthed, silly way.

And while the propriety of 
showing a real world head of state being 
assassinated can be debated — the latest 
in a long list of political and social bound-
aries pushed by Hollywood — it also has 
moments that are surprisingly smart and 
politically astute.

That is why the North Koreans have re-
acted so aggressively. Because if this movie 
is seen by audiences around the world, and 
if copies are pirated into North Korea, it is 
a very real challenge to the ruling regime’s 
legitimacy.

In “The Interview,” Rogen and James 
Franco, as a celebrity interviewer and an 
aspirant hard news producer invited to 
question Kim Jong Un on live TV, openly 
ask why the country can spend billions of 
dollars on a nuclear weapons program but 
needs $100 million in U.N. aid each year to 
feed its people.

The hagiography of Kim Jong Un is re-
lentlessly mocked — the idea of the Dear 
Successor as superhero meets military 
genius with a little style icon and dolphin 
whisperer thrown in plays for big laughs.

North Korea’s domestic narrative, where 
the calendar begins with the birth of Kim Il 
Sung, the country’s founder, and now lives 
in the year 103, is explained to show how 
disconnected the place is from the rest of 
the world.

There are serious riffs on North Korea’s 

gulags and horrifying human rights re-
cord, decades of famine, brainwashing pro-
paganda, and cartoonish self-importance.

When “The Interview” veers in to these 
sociopolitical realities and with some 45 
million people worldwide having watched 
Rogen’s last two movies, it becomes quite 
subversive to the Pyongyang government.

Think of the movie as Chernobyl for the 
digital age. Just as the nuclear catastro-
phe in the Soviet Union and the danger-
ously clumsy efforts to hide it exposed the 
Kremlin’s leadership as inept and morally 
bankrupt, overseeing a superpower rust-
ing from the inside, so does “The Inter-
view” risk eroding the myths, fabrications 
and bluster that keep the Kim dynasty in 
power.

Rogen and director Evan Goldberg in-
tentionally did not avoid dangerous con-
tent. They could have fictionalized an 
authoritarian country and an egomaniac 
leader, they could have played Kim Jong 
Un as bland and one-dimensional, or given 
him a life-saving epiphany. It would have 
been safer that way, but not credible, and 
critics who now see the movie as reckless 
would have seen a vanilla version as naive 
and apologist.

After well-publicized threats from North 
Korea, Sony Pictures had pulled the film 
from all distribution but now has rolled out 
“The Interview” in a number of indepen-
dent theaters and online. That is the right 
thing to do because the issue is so much big-
ger than a poop-jokes-and-politics movie. 
This was a chance to shine a spotlight on a 
very dangerous and insecure North Korea, 

and to catalyze a renewed debate about
how to responsibly engage the country.

Consider the real-world North Korea: A
country that has long threatened the world 
with nuclear weapons and ballistic mis-
siles now adds a new and dangerous form 
of asymmetrical warfare to its arsenal. Ex-
posing Americans to the true, repressive
nature of the North Korean regime, which
has been cataloged in horrifying detail by a 
recent U.N. investigation, and pressing our
foreign policy community to improve the 
lot of the North Korean people would be a
worthy outcome from “The Interview.”

Satire is a legitimate way to challenge
ideas. See films like “Bulworth,” “Three
Kings,” “Dr. Strangelove,” “Being There”
or a long list of others that pushed people to
think beyond the movie screen, even if un-
comfortably, and put issues in front of audi-
ences thousands of times bigger and more
diverse than the most widely read op-ed or 
human rights report. The past weeks have
introduced us to a serious new threat that
should spur multinational efforts to resolve 
longstanding Korean Peninsula frictions 
and hostilities.

“The Interview” has more smart and
substantive moments than most would
rightfully expect. The world should see it 
now, putting the sting of isolation on Kim 
Jong Un and his government, not the film-
makers behind this subversive and damn
funny movie.
Rich Klein is managing director for film and media 
at McLarty Associates, a strategic advisory firm 
in Washington. This column first appeared in The 
Washington Post. 
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‘Selma’ doesn’t give LBJ proper credit
 BY JOSEPH A. CALIFANO JR.

What’s wrong with Hollywood?
The makers of the new 

movie “Selma” apparently 
just couldn’t resist taking 

dramatic, trumped-up license with a true 
story that didn’t need any embellishment to 
work as a big-screen historical drama. As 
a result, the film falsely portrays President 
Lyndon B. Johnson as being at odds with 
Martin Luther King Jr. and even using the 
FBI to discredit him, as only reluctantly 
behind the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and 
as opposed to the Selma march itself.

In fact, Selma was LBJ’s idea, he con-
sidered the Voting Rights Act his greatest 
legislative achievement, he viewed King as 
an essential partner in getting it enacted 
— and he didn’t use the FBI to disparage 
him.

On Jan. 15, 1965, LBJ talked to King by 
telephone about his intention to send a vot-
ing rights act to Congress: “There is not 
going to be anything as effective, though, 
Doctor, as all [blacks] voting.”

Johnson then articulated a strategy for 
drawing attention to the injustice of using 
literacy tests and other barriers to stop 
black Southerners from voting. “We take 
the position,” he said, “that every person 
born in this country, when he reaches a 
certain age, that he have a right to vote … 
whether it’s a Negro, whether it’s a Mexi-
can, or who it is. … I think you can contrib-
ute a great deal by getting your leaders and 
you, yourself, taking very simple examples 
of discrimination; where a [black] man’s 
got … to quote the first 10 Amendments, 
… and some people don’t have to do that, 
but when a Negro comes in he’s got to do 
it, and if we can, just repeat and repeat and 
repeat.

“And if you can find the worst condition 
that you run into in Alabama, Mississippi 
or Louisiana or South Carolina … and if 

you just take that one illustration and get 
it on radio, get it on television, get it in the 
pulpits, get it in the meetings, get it every-
place you can. Pretty soon the fellow that 
didn’t do anything but drive a tractor will 
say, ‘Well, that’s not right, that’s not fair,’ 
and then that will help us on what we’re 
going to shove through [Congress] in the 
end.”

King agreed, and LBJ added, sealing 
the deal, “And if we do that we will break 
through. It will be the greatest break-
through of anything, not even excepting 
this ’64 [Civil Rights] Act, I think the great-
est achievement of my administration.”

Selma was the worst place King could 
find. Johnson met with King on Feb. 9 and 
heard about King’s choice, a place where 
just 335 of about 10,000 registered voters 
were black — despite a population that 
was 60 percent  black. Johnson thought 
the public pressure generated by a march 
from Selma to Montgomery, the capital of 
Alabama, would be helpful, and he hoped 
there would be no violence. But there was. 
On March 7, march leader John Lewis was 
clubbed to the ground; two days later, when 
another march attempt was staged, a white 
minister from Boston was killed. Sum-
moned to the White House, Alabama Gov. 
George Wallace told LBJ that he couldn’t 
protect the marchers. That gave the presi-
dent the opportunity to federalize the Ala-

bama National Guard to protect them.
On March 15, Johnson addressed a joint

session of Congress to propose his Voting
Rights Act. When the president intoned the 
anthem of the civil rights movement, “And
we shall overcome,” John Lewis, watching
the address on television with King, said 
that King cried.

When the march resumed a third time,
on March 17, Johnson made sure the dem-
onstrators would be protected. I was then
Defense Secretary Robert McNamara’s
special assistant. My job was to report to
the White House every couple of hours on
the progress and protection of the march-
ers until they reached Montgomery.

For the truth about Johnson, the Voting 
Rights Act and Selma, listen to the tape of
the LBJ-MLK telephone conversation and
read my numerous reports to the White
House, which have been on the LBJ Presi-
dential Library website for years.

All this material was publicly available
to the producers, the writer of the screen-
play and the director of this film. Why 
didn’t they use it? Did they feel no obliga-
tion to check the facts? Did they consider 
themselves free to fill the screen with
falsehoods, immune from any responsibil-
ity to the dead, just because they thought it 
made for a better story?

Contrary to the portrait painted by
“Selma,” Lyndon Johnson and Martin
Luther King Jr. were partners in this ef-
fort. Johnson was enthusiastic about vot-
ing rights and the president urged King 
to find a place like Selma and lead a major
demonstration. That’s three strikes for 
“Selma.” The movie should be ruled out
this Christmas and during the ensuing
awards season.
Joseph A. Califano Jr. was President Lyndon B. 
Johnson’s top assistant for domestic affairs from 
1965 to 1969.  This column first appeared in The 
Washington Post.

Johnson was enthusiastic 
about voting rights and 
the president urged 
King to find a place like 
Selma and lead a major 
demonstration.
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Honda , Sonata, 1997 $1300.00
1997 Honda Sonata for sale,
$1300. Working ac/heater, ten-
ted windows, New Battery, in
good condition. Available 2
January 15. Please call
010-4623-3899. 010-4623-3899

Toyota, Chaser, 1998 $1000.00
White 98 Toyota Chaser. Great
family car, in-dash GPS,
DVD/CD player, stereo system,
lots of room, large trunk, power
windows. $1000 OBO. Please
call DSN: 246-5994 COMM:
046-806-5994 Email: Kriegsmar
ine76@hotmail.com 246-5994
werhmacht76@gmail.com

Honda, Civic EX, 2005
$4300.00 Auto, 4dr Sedan, A/C,
Heat, Power Locks/Windows,
Cruise Control, Moon Roof,
Runs Great, US Spec, and Fuel
Economy. $4300 OBO, Call
010-8952-1453 010-8952-1453
enterpak@hotmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Lexus, IS350, 2006 $10000.00
US Spec 4 Door Sedan. Excel-
lent condition and runs great,
will not disappoint. Priced below
BB, serious inquiries only.
010-4329-2236 or pressleys@h
otmai l .com 01044112738
robkorea@yahoo.com

Toyota, Estima Lucida, 1999
$2500.00 Yokosuka: 1999 Toyo-
ta Estima Lucida Van. JCI Valid
through 16 March 2016. 59,000
kms/37,000miles. Silver Ext/
Blue and Grey Int. Second
Owner, Well maintained, Great
shape. ETC Card Reader Instal-
led, CD/Cass, Good AC/Heat,
Opening Sun roofs, Tinted Win-
dows, 2nd Row Seats rotate,
3rd Row seats fold up. Gets
about 400km on a tank. Availa-
ble in December. Call 090
6340-5067 819063405067

Suzuki, Everywagon, 2009
$5000.00 Yokosuka: 2009 Su-
zuki Everywagon Turbo. "K"-van
(yellow plate). JCI through 15
N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 6 .
39,000km/24,000miles. Original
Owner. Silveryblue Ext, Grey
Int. ETC Cardreader installed,
CD/MP3/Aux, AC/Heat, remote
activated power side door, tinted
glass, alloy rims, four new tires,
back seats fold flat. Great all
around. Available in December.
C a l l  0 9 0 -  6 3 4 0 - 5 0 6 7
819063405067

Ford, Fusion SEL, 2011
$12500.00 This is fully loaded it
comes with * Leather * heated
seats * sunroof * BLIS System
(it will tell you when someone is
in your blind spot (awesome
feature) * Back Up Camera
(Super useful) * reserve sensing
system * 12 Speaker Sony
Audio System * Bluetooth * 19"
inch alloy wheels * Great MPG!
2.5L * This car has always been
properly maintained with oil
changes/tire Call more info @
010-5162-6499 82-010-5162-
6499 nik00117@gmail.com

Moving Sale- Everything must
go! $300.00 Twin bed, desk, two
small dressers, lamps, kitchen
goods, HP laser printer (8 mos
old.) Best offers - you pick up.
W e b b  0 1 0 - 8 9 5 9 - 8 5 4 6
010-8959-8546 courtne@earthli
nk.net

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Jobs Offered 630Autos for Sale
- Japan 146

Furniture 510Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Japan 146

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Volkswagen, Tiguan TSI (SE),
2012 $19850.00 (Turbo Sport
Injection) with 16,500 miles.
Dark Blue with Tan Leather
interior. Front seat heaters, side
view mirror heaters. This car is
quick and comfortable with
seating for five adults. Media
system includes a touchscreen
with 6 CD Changer and IPod
connection. Car was purchased
in APR 2012; priced $500 below
NADA and includes one final full
service for free and an extended
7-year warranty (4.5 years left)
from Military Auto Source. Great
car for Europe!!! 39335424891
daniel.brush@us.army.mil

BMW, Z4 , 2009 $450.00
RIMMS SPORT PKG (2EA),
2251⁄20-1⁄4553⁄85 R18W (NEW)
Never used. IT'S ONLY TWO
RIMMS... ONE FOR THE
FRONT AND THE OTHER ONE
FOR THE BACK. aVAILABLE
IN DARMSTADT, GERMANY.
0491703610922 artur_pinheiro
@yahoo.com

Mercedes Benz, ML350 Blue-
Tec, 2014 $69000.00 Diamond
White Metallic Tinted Windows,
7 Speed Automatic with Paddle
Shifters, Grey Leather & Heated
& Cooled Seats, Heated Rear
Seats, Heated Cooled Cup
Holders; European Navigation,
Bluetooth, iPhone, iPod & USB
connector Panorama Sunroof &
Heated Steering Wheel & AMG
Sports Package with 20" AMG
Wheels & Keyless Go Multi-
color Ambient Lighting, Bi-
Xenon Active Curve Assist
Lighting, Park Assist, Surround
View Camera, Distronic Plus
Cruise Control, Trailer hitch,
transferable US 4yr, 50,000 mile
warranty. 01752516957

Autos for Sale
- Italy 144

Automotive 140 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

THE UNITED STATES COM-
MEMORATIVE PRESIDENTIAL
COINS $90.00 THE UNITED
STATES COMMEMORATIVE
PRESIDENTIAL COLLECTION
FRAMED COINS - BILLS -
STAMPS -2- 1776-1976 Eisen-
hower Dollar + Eisenhower
Dollar Reverse 2- 1776-1976
Kennedy Half Dollar +Kennedy
Half Dollar Reverse 2-1776-
1976 Washington Quarter +
Washington Quarter Reverse
2-1974 Roosevelt Dime + Roo-
sevelt Dime Reverse 1- 1945
War Nickel, Jefferson Nickel
Reverse 1-1943 Steel Cent,
1974 Lincoln Cent, Memorial
Reverse 1-1944 Wartime Cent,
Wheat line Reverse 4 Stamps -
USA 13 cents commemorating
July 4, 1776 One Two dollar bill
reverse One Silver Certificate
One dollar bill series 1935 D
017684658955

Collectibles 350

Harley Davidson, Heritage Sof-
tail Clasic, 1996, garage kept,
low milage. $11000 or best
offer. 0162-251-9651 andy.jaco
bs@us.army.mil

Jeep, Grand Cherokee Over-
land Summit 4x4, 2012
$34000.00 ,Absolutely loaded to
the max. 36,000 miles, V8 5.7L
360HP HEMI, tow package, 20"
premium wheels, quadralift air
suspension allows you to raise
and lower the truck for offroad or
onroad performance, driving
conditons selector, Saddle
leather interior, dash, accents,
front and rear seats heated,
cooled front seats, heated steer-
ing wheel, sunroof, rear enter-
tainment center with game con-
sole plug-ins, adaptive cruise
control, 5 years of extended
warranty left, way too much to
l i s t . . . .  $ 3 4 , 0 0 0  o b o
tylito2000@gmail.com

Motorcycles 164
Volvo, XC60, 2012 $31700.00,
R-Design SUV (5 Doors Estate)
VIN: YV4902DZXC2291771
32,k miles - Excellent Condition
& No problems Black Sapphire
Metallic, T6 - 6 Cylinder injection
2953cc 325 HP, 6 Speed
Gear-tronic AWD US Spec,
Soft-beigeff-black Sports Leath-
er Platinum Pkg, DVD & NAV -
Map Europe, Climate & Tech-
nology Pkg, Floor Mats Rubber
Color Coord. Includes winter
floor mats (4), Cargo Space Mat
- Form Molded, Mud-flaps Front
& Rear. Call Rob: 0152387290
20=Stuttgart 0711 680 4438
bult62@yahoo.com

H o n d a ,  S 2 0 0 0 ,  2 0 0 2
$14,000.00, 240 HP. Silverstone
color, leather interior. German
model, German title. Located in
Ramstein area. Serious enqui-
ries only. For information please
contact Marty at: 0174 134
8691, martin.aiara@yahoo.com

Office assistant needed for H&R
Block Mainz Kastel. Email Mr.
C l e m o n s  a t
eclemons@hrblock.com for info.

Jobs Offered 630

House close to Ramstein &
K-town, 175 sq-m, 4 bdrm,
built-in kitchen, 1.5 baths, big
terrace, 2 balconies, 1 garage,
laundry room, well insulated
3-layer glass windows, eletric
roller shutter with remote. butter

flower84@web.de
49(0)17678104681

Audi, A4 Station wagon, 1997
$600.00 260,000 KM (= 162k
Miles). This car is a daily driver.
It is in good condition and has
passed APK. I use it to travel
long distances regularly. New
brake pads purchased; new
all-weather tires replaced last
season. I'm selling as I have
upgraded to a newer car.
I N S P E C T I O N  I S
GUARANTEED! I will accept
Dollars or Euros. US & NATO ID
Card holders only please. If you
have any questions, please ask.
This car is a value for the price.
0171-473-9782 frank.hanchak
@gmail.com

Honda,  Accord,  1999
$2000.00, automatic transmis-
sion, 4 dr, good gas mileage (30
mpg), 144K miles, runs well, we
are selling because of PCS, can
have after 22 December. $2000
O B O .  C a l l  K e n t  a t
0 1 7 0 - 2 7 7 8 6 1 5 .
entdun@gmail.com

Mitsubishi, Outlander, 2003
$4000.00 Automatic All Season
Tires FWD Color exterior: Black
Interior: Black Sits 5 passengers
Engine 4-Cyl, 2.4 L ABS Air
Conditioning Power Windows
Power Door Locks Cruise Con-
trol AM FM Stereo CD Player
and 135k miles. The car has a
few scratches which can be
easily removed. Just passed
inspection! New rotors, brake-
s,good tires,thermostat, front
lights, recent oil change. In the 3
years I owned this car I took it
several times in long trips.Never
had any problems with it.
onassisromero@yahoo.com

Home Furniture $60.00 Moving
Sale - Prices range from $10 to
$60 -bookshelves, end tables,
movie cabinet, dressers,
shrunks, ceiling fans and side
t a b l e s  4 9 9 8 4 7 3 2 8 9 9 9 3
etsmith341@yahoo.com

House Unfurnished 878Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Person to Person 800Furniture 510Announcements 040 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Automotive 140 Autos for Sale
- Benelux 150
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Deals

Saturday’s transactions
BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association
HOUSTON ROCKETS — Assigned C Clint 

Capela to Rio Grande Valley (NBADL).
FOOTBALL

National Football League
CLEVELAND BROWNS — Suspended 

WR Josh Gordon for violating a team
rule. Waived LB Eric Martin and TE Ryan
Taylor. Signed DL Jamie Meder, QB Con-
nor Shaw and WR Phil Bates from the 
practice squad.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed LB Jos
Kaddu. Placed LB Anthony Barr on in-
jured reserve.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed
WR Josh Boyce from the practice squad.
Placed DB Alfonzo Dennard on injured 
reserve. Signed DB Daxton Swanson to
the practice squad. Released DL Cam 
Henderson from the practice squad.

NEW YORK JETS — Placed S Rontez
Miles on the injured reserve list. Signed
WR Quincy Enunwa from the practice
squad.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Activated
LW Scott Hartnell from injured reserve. 
Recalled G Anton Forsberg from Spring-
field (AHL). Assigned C Sean Collins to
Springfield.

DALLAS STARS — Recalled D Cameron
Gaunce from Texas (AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Activated G 
Jimmy Howard from injured reserve. As-
signed G Tom McCollum to Grand Rapids
(AHL). Reassigned D Mattias Backman
from Grand Rapids to Linkopings HC
(Sweden).

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Named Adam
Oates, Scott Stevens and Lou Lamoriello
co-coaches. Recalled forward Tim Ses-
tito from Albany (AHL). Activated F Dain-
ius Zubrus from injured reserve. Placed
C Patrik Elias and LW Martin Havlat on 
injured reserve, retroactive to Dec. 20. 

COLLEGE
CLAYTON STATE — Promoted Stepha-

nie Vasquez to assistant athletic trainer.
MICHIGAN STATE — Promoted second-

ary coach Harlon Barnett and lineback-
ers/special teams coach Mike Tressel to
co-defensive coordinators and elevated
Barnett to assistant head coach.

NORTH CAROLINA STATE — An-
nounced WR Bo Hines is transferring to
an Ivy League school.  

College basketball

Saturday’s men’s scores
EAST

Georgetown 91, Indiana 87, OT
Montclair St. 85, John Jay 65
Seton Hall 72, Maine 43

SOUTH
Georgia 86, Mercer 77, 3OT
Jacksonville 75, Jacksonville St. 61
Kentucky 58, Louisville 50
Maryland 72, Oakland 56
North Carolina 89, UAB 58
Tennessee 67, Tennessee St. 46
Virginia Tech 87, Presbyterian 65
W. Kentucky 89, Brescia 42

MIDWEST
Green Bay 78, Georgia St. 61
Illinois 93, Kennesaw St. 45
Minnesota 108, UNC Wilmington 82
Northwestern 76, N. Kentucky 55
Ohio St. 100, Wright St. 55 

FAR WEST
Colorado St. 58, New Mexico St. 57, OT
Gonzaga 87, BYU 80
IUPUI 55, Pepperdine 53
Portland 61, San Diego 58
Sacramento St. 74, Utah Valley 49
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 73, Santa Clara 60
San Diego St. 72, San Diego Christian 

50
San Francisco 77, Pacific 71
UNLV 79, S. Utah 45
Utah St. 75, Wayland Baptist 63 

Saturday’s women’s scores
EAST

St. Joseph’s (NY) 64, CCNY 53
UConn 96, SMU 45 

MIDWEST
Michigan-Dearborn 87, Rochester 

(Mich.) 80, OT
SOUTHWEST

UCF 64, Houston 50
FAR WEST

San Diego 87, Portland 65  

College football

Bowl schedule
Saturday, Dec. 20
New Orleans Bowl

Louisiana-Lafayette 16, Nevada 3
New Mexico Bowl
At Albuquerque

Utah State 21, UTEP 6
Las Vegas Bowl

Utah 45, Colorado State 10
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl

At Boise
Air Force 38, Western Michigan 24

Camelia Bowl
At Montgomery, Ala.

Bowling Green 33, South Alabama 28
Monday, Dec. 22

Miami Beach Bowl
Memphis 55, BYU 48, 2OT

Tuesday, Dec. 23
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl

Marshall 52, Northern Illinois 23
Poinsettia Bowl

At San Diego
Navy 17, San Diego State 16

Wednesday, Dec. 24
Bahamas Bowl

At Nassau
Western Kentucky 49, Central Michi-

gan 48
Hawaii Bowl
At Honolulu

Rice 30, Fresno State 6
Friday, Dec. 26

Heart of Dallas Bowl
Louisiana Tech 35, Illinois 18

Quick Lane Bowl
At Detroit

Rutgers 40, North Carolina 21
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Bowl

N.C. State 34, UCF 27
Saturday, Dec. 27

Military Bowl
At Annapolis, Md.

Virginia Tech 33, Cincinnati 17
Sun Bowl

At El Paso, Texas
Arizona State 36, Duke 31

Independence Bowl
At Shreveport, La.

South Carolina 24, Miami 21
Pinstripe Bowl
At Bronx, N.Y.

Penn State 31, Boston College 30, OT
Holiday Bowl
At San Diego

Southern Cal 45, Nebraska 42
Monday, Dec. 29

Liberty Bowl
At Memphis, Tenn.

West Virginia (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-
5), 2 p.m. (ESPN)

Russell Athletic Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.

Clemson (9-3) vs. Oklahoma (8-4)
Texas Bowl
At Houston

Texas (6-6) vs. Arkansas (6-6)
Tuesday, Dec. 30
Music City Bowl

At Nashville, Tenn.
Notre Dame (7-5) vs. LSU (8-4)

Belk Bowl
At Charlotte, N.C.

Louisville (9-3) vs. Georgia (9-3)
Fosters Farm Bowl

At Santa Clara, Calif.
Stanford (7-5) vs. Maryland (7-5)

Wednesday, Dec. 31
Peach Bowl
At Atlanta

Mississippi (9-3) vs. TCU (11-1)
Fiesta Bowl

At Glendale, Ariz.
Boise State (11-2) vs. Arizona (10-3)

Orange Bowl
At Miami Gardens, Fla.

Mississippi State (10-2) vs. Georgia 
Tech (10-3)

Thursday, Jan. 1
Outback Bowl
At Tampa, Fla.

Wisconsin (10-3) vs. Auburn (8-4)
Cotton Bowl Classic
At Arlington, Texas

Michigan State (10-2) vs. Baylor (11-1)
Citrus Bowl

At Orlando, Fla.
Minnesota (8-4) vs. Missouri (10-3)

Rose Bowl
At Pasadena, Calif.

Playoff semifinal: Oregon (12-1) vs. 
Florida State (13-0)

Sugar Bowl
At New Orleans

Playoff semifinal: Alabama (12-1) vs. 
Ohio State (12-1)

Friday, Jan. 2
Armed Forces Bowl

At Fort Worth, Texas
Pittsburgh (6-6) vs. Houston (7-5)

TaxSlayer Bowl
At Jacksonville, Fla.

Iowa (7-5) vs. Tennessee (6-6)
Alamo Bowl

At San Antonio
UCLA (9-3) vs. Kansas State (9-3)

Cactus Bowl
At Tempe, Ariz.

Oklahoma State (6-6) vs. Washington 
(8-5)

Saturday, Jan. 3
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl

Florida (6-5) vs. East Carolina (8-4)
Sunday, Jan. 4
GoDaddy Bowl
At Mobile, Ala.

Toledo (8-4) vs. Arkansas State (7-5)
Saturday, Jan. 10

Medal of Honor Bowl
At Charleston, S.C.

American vs. National
Monday, Jan. 12

College Football Championship
At Arlington, Texas

Sugar Bowl winner vs. Rose Bowl win-
ner

Saturday, Jan. 17
East-West Shrine Classic

At St. Petersburg, Fla.
East vs. West

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl
At Carson, Calif.

National vs. American
Saturday, Jan. 24

Senior Bowl
At Mobile, Ala.

North vs. South 

 FCS playoffs
 First Round

Saturday, Nov. 29
Fordham 44, Sacred Heart 22
Indiana State 36, Eastern Kentucky 16
Richmond 46, Morgan State 24
Sam Houston State 21, Southeastern 

Louisiana 17
South Dakota State 47, Montana State 

40
Montana 52, San Diego 14
Liberty 26, James Madison 21
Northern Iowa 44, Stephen F. Austin 

10
Second Round

Saturday, Dec. 6
New Hampshire 44, Fordham 19
Chattanooga 35, Indiana State 14
Coastal Carolina 36, Richmond 15
Illinois State 41, Northern Iowa 21
Sam Houston State 37, Jacksonville 

State 26
North Dakota State 27, South Dakota 

State 24
Eastern Washington 37, Montana 20
Villanova 29, Liberty 22

Quarterfinals
Friday, Dec. 12

New Hampshire 35, Chattanooga 30
Saturday, Dec. 13

North Dakota State 39, Coastal Caro-
lina 32

Sam Houston State 34, Villanova 31
Illinois State 59, Eastern Washington 

49
Semifinals

Friday, Dec. 19
North Dakota State 35, Sam Houston 

State 3
Saturday, Dec. 20

Illinois State 21, New Hampshire 18
Championship

Saturday, Jan. 10
At FC Dallas Stadium

Frisco, Texas
North Dakota State (14-1) vs. Illinois 

State (13-1)  

College hockey

Saturday’s scores
EAST

Mass.-Lowell 5, Sacred Heart 1
Quinnipiac 2, Princeton 0
UConn 3, Union (NY) 2

EXHIBITION
Yale 2, Russian Red Stars 1
Colorado College 3, U.S. National U18 

2, SO 

AP sportlight
Dec. 29

1957 — Tobin Rote passes for four 
touchdowns and scores another to give 
the Detroit Lions a 59-14 victory over 
the Cleveland Browns in the NFL cham-
pionship game.

1961 — Wilt Chamberlain of the 
Philadelphia Warriors scores 60 points 
against the Los Angeles Lakers at 
Hershey, Pa., the future site of his 100-
point game.

1963 — The Chicago Bears, who won 
the Western Conference title by allow-
ing only 10 points per game, play up to 
form in a 14-10 victory over the New York 
Giants for the NFL title at Wrigley Field.

1984 — Wayne Gretzky of the Edmonton 
Oilers scores his 100th point in the 35th 
game of the season, a 6-3 victory over 
the Detroit Red Wings.

2002 — Marvin Harrison catches six 
passes for a season-low 28 yards in a 
20-13 win over Jacksonville, finishing 
his record-breaking year with 143 re-
ceptions and 1,722 yards — the fourth-
most in league history.

2006 — Texas Tech spots Minnesota a 
31-point, third-quarter lead, then rallies 
for a stunning 44-41 overtime victory in 
the Insight Bowl, the largest comeback 
in Division I-A bowl history. The previ-
ous record for a bowl comeback was 
30 points, set by Marshall against East 
Carolina in the 2001 GMAC Bowl.

2007 — Joe Paterno’s 500th game as 
Penn State coach ends the way most 
have, with a win. The Nittany Lions 
erases an early 14-point deficit to beat 
Texas A&M 24-17 at the Alamo Bowl. 
Paterno, 372-125-3, is the college foot-
ball leader in bowl appearances (34) 
and bowl wins (23).

2007 — The New England Patriots 
complete a perfect regular season, fin-
ishing with a remarkable 16-0 record 
following a thrilling 38-35 comeback 
victory over the New York Giants. New 
England is the first NFL team since the 
1972 Dolphins to win every game on the 
schedule, and that one was only 14-0.

2010 — No. 1 Duke routs North Carolina-
Greensboro 108-62 to give coach Mike 
Krzyzewski sole possession of second 
place on the men’s all-time wins list. 
The Hall of Fame coach gets his 880th 
career victory to move past longtime 
rival Dean Smith.

2010— Sidney Crosby’s streak of 25 
games with at least a point — tied for 
the 11th longest in NHL history — is 
snapped by the New York Islanders and 
goalie Rick DiPietro. DiPietro stops the 
Pittsburgh captain and the rest of the 
Penguins’ high-powered offense in a 2-
1 shootout victory.

2011 — Baylor pulls out an incredible 
Alamo Bowl victory in the highest-scor-
ing regulation bowl game in history, 

beating Washington 67-56 in the wildest 
shootout of this bowl season. Heisman 
Trophy winner Robert Griffin III isn’t 
dazzling, but Terrance Ganaway rushes 
for 200 yards and five touchdowns. His 
last was a 43-yard run with 2:28 left to 
seal Baylor’s first 10-win season since 
1980. The previous bowl record for a 
regulation game was 102 total points 
set in the 2001 GMAC Bowl between 
Marshall and East Carolina. That game 
went to double overtime and ended 
with a combined 125 points — which 
still stands as the overall bowl record.

2012 — Second-ranked Connecticut 
plays spoiler and streak-buster this 
time, snapping No. 1 Stanford’s nation-
leading 82-game home unbeaten run 
with a surprisingly easy 61-35 rout. It’s 
the Huskies who saw the end of their 
NCAA record 90-game winning streak 
at Maples Pavilion with a 71-59 loss two 
years ago, almost to the day on Dec. 30. 
Stanford loses at Maples Pavilion for 
the first time since March 2007.

2013 — Peyton Manning is 25 for 28 for 
266 yards and four touchdowns before 
sitting out the second half of Denver’s 
34-14 win over Oakland. He finishes the 
season with NFL records of 5,477 yards 
and 55 touchdown passes. A week after 
breaking the TD mark, Manning eclips-
es Brees’ record of 5,476 yards passing 
set in 2011.

Pro football

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA
y-New England 12 3 0 .800 459 296
Miami 8 7 0 .533 364 336
Buffalo 8 7 0 .533 326 280
N.Y. Jets 3 12 0 .200 246 377

South
y-Indianapolis 10 5 0 .667 431 359
Houston 8 7 0 .533 349 290
Jacksonville 3 12 0 .200 232 389
Tennessee 2 13 0 .133 244 411

North
x-Cincinnati 10 4 1 .700 348 317
x-Pittsburgh 10 5 0 .667 409 351
Baltimore 9 6 0 .600 389 292
Cleveland 7 8 0 .467 289 317

West
y-Denver 11 4 0 .733 435 340
San Diego 9 6 0 .600 341 329
Kansas City 8 7 0 .533 334 274
Oakland 3 12 0 .200 239 405

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Dallas 11 4 0 .733 423 335
Philadelphia 9 6 0 .600 440 374
N.Y. Giants 6 9 0 .400 354 366
Washington 4 11 0 .267 284 394

South
Carolina 6 8 1 .433 305 371
Atlanta 6 9 0 .400 378 383
New Orleans 6 9 0 .400 378 404
Tampa Bay 2 13 0 .133 257 387

North
x-Detroit 11 4 0 .733 301 252
x-Green Bay 11 4 0 .733 456 328
Minnesota 6 9 0 .400 312 334
Chicago 5 10 0 .333 310 429

West
x-Seattle 11 4 0 .733 374 248
x-Arizona 11 4 0 .733 293 279
San Francisco 7 8 0 .467 286 323
St. Louis 6 9 0 .400 318 334

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

 Sunday, Dec. 28
Indianapolis at Tennessee
Jacksonville at Houston
San Diego at Kansas City
Chicago at Minnesota
Cleveland at Baltimore
Dallas at Washington
N.Y. Jets at Miami
Buffalo at New England
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants
New Orleans at Tampa Bay
Carolina at Atlanta
Arizona at San Francisco
St. Louis at Seattle
Oakland at Denver
Detroit at Green Bay
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 

Calendar
Dec. 28 — Regular season ends.
Jan. 3-4, 2015 — Wild-card playoffs.
Jan. 10-11 — Divisional playoffs.
Jan. 18 — Conference championships.
Jan. 25 — Pro Bowl, Glendale, Ariz.
Feb. 1 — Super Bowl, Glendale, Ariz.
Feb. 16 — First day for teams to desig-

nate franchise or transition players.
Feb. 17-23 — NFL combine, Indianapo-

lis.
March 2 — Final day to designate fran-

chise or transition players.
March 10 — All teams must be under 

the 2015 salary cap; all 2014 player con-
tracts expire; free agency begins.

March 19 — Trading period for 2015 
begins.

March 22-25 — Annual league meet-
ing, Phoenix.

April 6 — Teams with new head coach 
can begin offseason workouts.

April 20 — Teams with returning head 
coach can begin offseason workouts.

April 30-May 2 — NFL draft, Chicago.

Pro baseball

MLB Calendar
Jan. 6 — Baseball Writers’ Association 

of America Hall of Fame voting results 
announced.

Jan. 13 — Salary arbitration filing.
Jan. 14-15 — Owners’ meetings, Para-

dise Valley, Ariz.
Jan. 16 — Salary arbitration figures 

exchanged.
Feb. 19 — Voluntary reporting date for 

pitchers, catchers and injured players.
Feb. 1-21 — Salary arbitration hear-

ings, St. Petersburg, Fla.
Feb. 24 — Voluntary reporting date for 

other players.
March 3 — Mandatory reporting date.
March 18 — Last day to place a player 

on unconditional release waivers and 
pay 30 days termination pay instead of 
45 days. 

April 5 — Opening day, St. Louis at Chi-
cago Cubs. Active rosters reduced to 25 
players. 

Boxing

Fight schedule
Dec. 30

At Tokyo, Omar Narvaez vs. Naoya
Inoue, 12, for Narvaez’s WBO super fly-
weight title; Akira Yaegashi vs. Pedro 
Guevara, 12, for the vacant WBC World
junior flyweight title; Jorge Linares vs.
Javier Prieto, 12, for the vacant WBC 
World lightweight title.

Dec. 31
At Ota City General Gym, Tokyo, Israel 

Perez, vs. Takashi Uchiyama, 12, for Uchi-
yama’s WBA super featherweight title;
Kohei Kono vs. Norberto Jimenez, 12, for 
Kono’s WBA junior bantamweight title;
Alberto Rossel vs. Ryoichi Taguchi, 12, 
for Rossel’s WBA junior flyweight title.

2015
Jan. 9

At Chumash Casino Resort, Santa 
Ynez, Calif., Darleys Perez vs. Jonathan
Maicelo, 12, for Perez’s interim WBA 
lightweight title; Francisco Santana vs.
Sebastian Lujan, 10, welterweights.

At Madison Square Garden Theater, 
New York, Dusty Hernandez-Harrison
vs. Tommy Rainone, 10, welterweights; 
Tureano Johnson vs. Alex Theran, 10, 
middleweights; Cecil McCalla vs. Chris 
Van Heerden, 10, welterweights.

Jan. 10
At Tijuana, Mexico, Javier Mendoza vs.

Virgilio Silvano, 12, for Mendoza’s IBF ju-
nior flyweight title.

Jan. 16
At Turning Stone Resort & Casino, 

Verona, N.Y., Willie Monroe Jr. vs. Bryan
Vera, 10, middleweights; Petr Petrov vs.
Juan Carlos Burgos, 10, lightweights.

Jan. 17
At the MGM Grand, Las Vegas, Ber-

mane Stiverne vs. Deontay Wilder, 12, for 
Stiverne’s WBC World heavyweight title.

Jan. 20
At 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Eric Hunt-

er vs. Rene Alvarado, 10, featherweights.
Jan. 24

At 1stBank Center, Broomfield, Colo.,
Mike Alvarado vs. Brandon Rios, 12, wel-
terweights; Gilberto Ramirez vs. Maxim 
Vlasov, 10, super middleweights.

Jan. 26
At Cowboys Dance Hall, San Antonio,

Rocky Juarez vs. Robinson Castellanos, 
10, featherweights.

Jan. 30
At Foxwoods Resort, Mashantucket,

Conn., Karl Dargan vs. Tony Luis, 10, 
lightweights.

Feb. 21
At Monte Carlo, Monaco, Gennady

Golovkin vs. Martin Murray, 12, for Go-
lovkin’s WBA Super World-WBC World-
IBO middleweight tiles; Lee Haskins vs.
Omar Lamiri, 12, for the vacant EBU ban-
tamweight title.

At O2 World Arena, Berlin, Arthur
Abraham vs. Paul Smith, 12, for Abra-
ham’s WBO super middleweight title. 

NHL calendar
Jan. 1 — Winter Classic: Chicago at 

Washington.
Jan. 22-26 — All-Star break.
Feb. 21 — Stadium Series: Los Angeles 

vs. San Jose at Santa Clara, Calif.
April 11 — Regular season ends.

NBA calendar
Jan. 5 — 10-day contracts can be 

signed.
Jan. 10 — Contracts guaranteed for 

rest of season.
Feb. 13-15 — All-Star weekend, New 

York.
Feb. 19 — Trade deadline (3 p.m. EST).
April 15 — Last day of regular season.

Pro basketball

Pro hockey

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Bowls on AFN

Liberty Bowl
Texas A&M vs. West Virginia

AFN-Sports
8 p.m. Monday CET
4 a.m. Tuesday JKT

Russell Athletic Bowl
Oklahoma vs. Clemson

AFN-Sports
11:30 p.m. Monday CET
7:30 a.m. Tuesday JKT

Texas Bowl
Arkansas vs. Texas

AFN-Sports
3 a.m. Tuesday CET
11 a.m. Tuesday JKT

From the desk of Snyder

FROM BACK PAGE

The No. 2 Seminoles (13-0) and their 29-
game winning streak are facing No. 3 Oregon 
(12-1), the betting favorites and Pac-12 cham-
pions. Florida State’s hopes rest heavily on a 
standout game from Winston after an up-and-
down season that left him unable to contend 
with Mariota for another Heisman.

Coach Jimbo Fisher isn’t worried about his 
quarterback’s ability — or about Winston’s 
fitness to carry the weight of the latest alle-
gations against him.

“I think it isn’t for him as much for his 
family,” Fisher said. “For his grandmother. 
For his mother. For his father. For his little 
brother. The people who are in your family, 
because they carry that burden with him. Ja-
meis compartmentalizes.”

Indeed, Winston made no extensive com-
ments about the latest step in the lengthy pro-
ceedings around the allegations against him. 
Winston was not arrested, and a local pros-
ecutor already decided he didn’t have enough 
evidence to charge Winston after a woman ac-
cused him of raping her in December 2012.

Appeals and civil suits are still possible, 
but the ruling likely means Winston is free 
to chase another title into the championship 
game Jan. 12, if the Seminoles beat Oregon. 
Winston also is expected to be a high pick in 
the upcoming NFL draft if he forgoes his final 
two seasons of eligibility next year.

“This whole season has been the same,” 
Winston said. “Because I come here to play 
football, get my academics right, and I really 
wasn’t focused on anything other than that.”

The Seminoles have traveled cross-coun-
try for the second time in two seasons: Flor-
ida State beat Auburn for the BCS national 
championship on the same hallowed turf last 
January. Winston sees this game as more of a 
privilege than an advantage over the Ducks, 
who won the Rose Bowl three years ago and 
beat UCLA in the same stadium this season.

“We’ve been here before, and we get to 
play on that beautiful stadium again,” Win-
ston said. “That’s a dream, kind of a football 
heaven for us. Our wide receivers and us love 
playing on that great grass. But at the end of 
the day, it’s another football game. We’re not 
thinking about last year. We’re not thinking 
about the future.”

Winston also declined to speculate on 
whether he’ll enter the draft, or even whether 

he plans to play baseball again for Florida 
State in the spring.

The quarterback is focused only on another 
big finish on his season — after he accom-
plished another big goal on Saturday.

“The main thing I’m trying to do is get me 
a smoked turkey leg and put some hot sauce 
on that bad boy and eat it,” Winston said with 
a smile. “Because those things are good. I’m 
hungry.” 

Rose: Last two Heisman winners set to collide in Pasadena

CHUCK BURTON/AP

Florida State quarterback Jameis Winston waves after the Seminoles won the ACC 
championship game against Georgia Tech in Charlotte, N.C. Winston says football is his 
“sanctuary” from his off-the-field troubles, and the Florida State quarterback is hoping he 
can stay there for two more games. 

SUE OGROCKI/AP

Kansas State head coach Bill Snyder watches his team from the 
sidelines earlier this season. In an era of Twitter and text message, 
the old-school notes that the 74-year-old coach Snyder sends out to 
opponents after every game stand out. 

 BY DAVE SKRETTA

The Associated Press

MANHATTAN, Kan. — The 
letters come on Kansas State sta-
tionery, always written in purple, 
felt-tip pen. The scrawling hand-
writing is unmistakable, the loop-
ing letters clear and distinct.

Each is unique, though, tai-
lored to a player who was injured. 
Perhaps had a great game.

In an era of Twitter and text 
messages and attention spans of 
130 characters or less, the notes 
that Bill Snyder writes still stand 
out. They arrive shortly after 
games, usually offering his en-
couragement or expressing his 
admiration, regardless of the 
outcome.

He does not leave the job to an 
assistant. He does not have a sec-
retary type them up. No, the long-
time Kansas State coach spends 
a few minutes each week writing 
them himself.

“Well, I’ve got to do some-
thing,” Snyder said with a wry 
grin. “You’re in an office 24 hours 
a day, so you find something to 
do. But I do write a great deal of 
notes.

“It’s to players that I believe 
performed well,” he said, “to 
young people that I believe have 

the right approach, the right atti-
tude about their lives, about col-
lege football.”

 The 74-year-old coach had 
probably sent dozens if not hun-
dreds before anybody besides the 
recipient ever became aware of 
them.

It wasn’t until a few players 
posted their letters on Twitter 
that they became known.

“You’ve had a great year, 
Jace,” read a letter that Snyder 
wrote a couple years ago to Texas 
Tech tight end Jace Amaro, who 
dislocated a rib during his game 
against Kansas State.

“Admire how hard you play 
and the innate toughness you dis-
play to help your team. Hope you 
weren’t hurt badly on Saturday,” 
Snyder wrote. “Wishing you and 
your teammates continued suc-
cess, good fortune and health.”

Amaro, now with the New York 
Jets, still has the letter at home.

 “He just respects the guys he 
goes against,” Amaro said.

Even if they deal Snyder’s own 
team a staggering loss.

The Wildcats began the 2013 
season as reigning Big 12 cham-
pions. But in their opener, lower-
division North Dakota State rolled 
into town and beat them 24-21 in 
a major upset.

Their season in tatters, Sny-
der sat down and wrote to Bison
quarterback Brock Jensen.

“I was truly impressed with
you,” the letter read. “You played
so very well, virtually error free
and with such poise. I wish you a 
great year and hope you achieve
all you desire.”

North Dakota State went on to
win its third straight FCS nation-
al championship.

“That was our first game, argu-
ably ruined their season right off
the bat,” Jensen said, “and yeah, 
for him, I’m sure it was hard writ-
ing that letter. But that’s the kind 
of person he is. He isn’t going to
change whether it’s a tough loss 
or maybe a loss that wasn’t sup-
posed to happen”

 The Wildcats are busy prepar-
ing for UCLA in the Alamo Bowl 
on Jan. 2. It will be their fifth 
straight bowl game since Snyder
returned from a brief retirement,
and a chance to crack the 10-win
mark for the ninth time in school
history — all of those with Snyder
on the sideline.

Regardless of the outcome,
though, one thing is certain: Once
the game is over, there will be a 
letter or two on Kansas State sta-
tionery on the way to California. 

K-State coach still penning notes to players by hand
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

BY BERNIE WILSON

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — It wasn’t until 
Nelson Agholor knocked down a 
desperation pass by Nebraska’s 
Tommy Armstrong Jr. inside the 
10 that Southern California coach 
Steve Sarkisian could exhale and 
celebrate.

After blowing most of an 18-
point, third-quarter lead, the No. 
24 Trojans beat No. 25 Nebraska 
45-42 in a wild Holiday Bowl on 
Saturday night.

“Nelson made a heck of a play to 
go attack the football,” first-year 
coach Sarkisian said. “You can 
only get burned so many times, I 
guess. Let’s just get the ball on the 
ground. And that’s kind of what I 
was hoping for.”

Cody Kessler completed 23 of 
39 passes for 321 yards and three 
touchdowns for USC (9-4), which 
was playing Nebraska (9-4) in a 
bowl game for the first time.

Adoree’ Jackson scored on a 
98-yard kickoff return and a 71-
yard pass from Kessler. Javorius 
Allen gained 152 yards on 26 car-
ries and scored on runs of 2 and 
44 yards.

“We’ve been through a lot this 
year,” Sarkisian said. “We’ve had 
a couple of just excruciating loss-
es, and to come out tonight and 
win at the very end, we always 
try to make it exciting. We make 

it entertaining for everybody.”
The most painful loss for USC 

this season came when Arizona 
State’s Jaelen Strong caught Mike 
Bercovici’s 46-yard desperation 
pass for a touchdown as time ex-
pired to give the Sun Devils a 38-
34 victory in Los Angeles on Oct. 
4. Three weeks later, Utah scored 
with eight seconds left to beat the 
Trojans 24-21 in Salt Lake City.

“I’m happy for these guys,” 
Sarkisian said. “They work every 
day. That to me a is a really cool 
sign of the character  on this team 
of where we’re headed and what 
we’re doing, that we have people 
in our organization that work. As 
hard as it can get, as tough as it 
gets, we’re at our best. That to me 
is just awesome.

“Our future is ridiculously 
bright.”

The Trojans took a 45-27 lead 
after Kessler threw a 20-yard 
scoring pass to Bryce Dixon with 
2:03 left in the third quarter.

Armstrong brought the Husk-
ers back with a 65-yard touch-
down pass to Jordan Westerkamp 
with 24 seconds left in the third 
quarter and then a 15-yard keep-
er with 6:52 left in the game. His 
2-point conversion pass to Kenny 
Bell pulled Nebraska to 45-42.

USC held De’Mornay Pierson 
to a 1-yard gain on a pass from 
Armstrong on fourth-and-3 from 

the USC 31 with 2 ½ minutes left.
“The idea was we were going 

to go for it because we were just 
outside the envelope for our kick-
er,” interim coach Barney Cotton 
said. “ I’m glad that we had the 
opportunity to go for it at the end. 
We were probably three or four 
yards beyond where we needed to 
be for our kicker.”

Nebraska fired coach Bo Pelini 
on Nov. 30. New coach Mike Riley 
watched from a skybox.

Armstrong completed 32 of 51 
passes for 381 yards and three 
TDs, with one interception.

“In a close game, you have 
to respond and show up and do 
things the right way. I think that’s 

what I did that after the second 
quarter.”

USC had 515 yards of total of-
fense and Nebraska finished with 
525.

Kessler tied the USC single-
season record of 39 touchdown 
passes set by Matt Barkley in 
2011.

Kessler had no idea he tied the 
record.

“That is completely irrelevant 
to me,” Kessler said. “I’m not just 
saying that. I really do mean it. 
I’ve always put the team before 
me.” 

After Nebraska’s Drew Brown 
kicked a 34-yard field goal early 
in the first quarter, Jackson 

caught the kickoff at the 2 and
ran it up the right sideline for the 
longest kickoff return in Holiday 
Bowl history.

His 71-yard TD on a catch-
and-run came on the first play 
from scrimmage after Nebraska
punted on its first possession of 
the second half. He caught a short
pass from Kessler and weaved
through defenders to give USC a
31-17 lead.

“They were everything we 
thought they would be,” Cotton 
said. “They were physical, they
were very skilled. They have a 
big-play offense. I thought it was
a good battle out there. It could’ve
gone either way at the end.”

USC holds off 
Nebraska rally

LENNY IGNELZI/AP

Southern California safety Gerald Bowman knocks away a pass intended for Nebraska wide receiver 
Jordan Westerkamp during the first half of the Holiday Bowl on Saturday in San Diego. 

Trojans prevail in Holiday Bowl after 
blowing 18-point lead in 3rd quarter

BY JOHN ERFORT

The Associated Press

EL PASO, Texas — Duke was so close 
— again.

Close to putting an end to a bowl winless 
streak that dates to 1961. Close to consecu-
tive 10-win seasons. Close to eliminating 
the bad memories from close bowl losses 
the previous two years.

The Blue Devils (9-4) even had battled 
back from a 17-point deficit to take a 31-30 
lead over No. 15 Arizona State (10-3) late 
in the fourth quarter Saturday in the Sun 
Bowl.

“I thought we played well enough to 
win,” Duke coach David Cutcliffe said.

However, once again the Blue Devils 
weren’t able to finish it off and suffered a 
36-31 loss to the Sun Devils before a crowd 
of 47,809 that included a horde of Duke 
supporters.

The critical blow came when Arizona 
State freshman Kalen Ballage returned 
a kickoff 96 yards to set up the winning 
score a play later.

“It felt great,” Ballage said. “I told the se-
niors, ‘I got to do something.’ They helped 
me grow. That was going through my head. 
I really wanted to do that for them.”

Ballage’s big return came after Duke 

(9-4) took the 31-30 lead — its first advan-
tage of the game — on receiver Jamison 
Crowder’s 12-yard touchdown pass to Isaac 
Blakeney with 5:03 left.

On the drive, punter Will Monday threw to 
a wide-open Johnell Barnes on fourth-and-

11 from the 50. Four play s later, Duke took 
the lead on the trick play on fourth-and-2. 
Crowder took a handoff from quarterback 
Anthony Boone on a sweep left and pulled 
up to throw to a wide-open Blakeney.

“That was one of the new plays we put in 
this week,” Crowder said.

The right-handed Crowder made the 
pass with his left hand.

After Ballage’s return, Demario Rich-
ard took a shovel pass from Taylor Kelly 
and bulled his way over the left side and 
into the end zone. Kelly was stopped on the 
2-point conversion try.

The Blue Devils drove to the Arizona 
State 14 on nine plays, but Boone’s third-
and-10 pass intended for Crowder in the 
right corner of the end zone was intercept-
ed by Kweishi Brown with 45 seconds left.

“He’s one of the best receivers in the 
country,” Boone said. “You’ve got to give 
him a shot.”

Crowder, who will enter the NFL Draft, 
finished with seven catches for 102 yards 
in addition to his punt return for a score 
and TD pass.

Of the final Duke play, he said, “Their guy 
just made a play and came down with it.”

It was a heartbreaking end for Duke.
“I felt we were very ready to play today,” 

Cutcliffe said. “We shot ourselves in the foot 

early. Unfortunately, we got in a position to
win the game and didn’t win it. If you give
up a play in the kicking game, generally it
will haunt you. I’m not dejected about the 
way we played or frustrated. I am sad we
lost the ballgame because of our seniors.”

In the other locker room, Arizona State
coach Todd Graham and his team cele-
brated what he said was a season-defining
victory.

“There was no way we were going to
finish any other way than champions,”
Graham said. “That’s the only way those
seniors were going to finish was the way
Pat Tillman finished — holding up that
Sun Bowl trophy.”

Richard, a freshman, was selected the
game MVP. He scored four touchdowns
for the Sun Devils and tied a Sun Bowl re-
cord for points with 24. Richard carried
seven times for 41 yards and two scores,
and caught five passes for 22 yards and two
more touchdowns.

Duke cut it to 30-24 with 10:10 left in the
fourth on Boone’s 14-yard pass to Barnes.

Richard opened the scoring with a 9-
yard run in the first quarter and gave the 
Sun Devils, who scored the first four times
they had the ball, a 20-3 lead on a 1-yard
run midway through the second. 

Arizona State extends Blue Devils’ bowl drought

VICTOR CALZADA/AP

Arizona State defenders Armand Perry, 
left, Lloyd Carrington, center left,  and 
Jordan Simone, right, congratulate 
Kweishi Brown, center right, on Saturday 
after Brown’s game-saving interception 
late in the fourth quarter of the Sun Bowl 
against Duke. Arizona State won 26-31.



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                 PAGE 27Monday, December 29, 2014

Cincinnati QB Kiel injured during Military Bowl loss
Hokies roll over Bearcats

Penn State edges 
BC in bowl return

S. Carolina holds off 
Miami in Independence

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

 BY DAVID GINSBURG

The Associated Press

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — As the 
ball came bouncing out of Gun-
ner Kiel’s hands, the Cincinnati 
quarterback — and any hope the 
Bearcats had of winning the Mili-
tary Bowl — crashed hard onto 
the artificial turf.

A woozy Kiel left the game after 
the last of his three turnovers, and 
Cincinnati’s season ended Satur-
day with a 33-17 loss to Virginia 
Tech.

Kiel exited in the third quar-
ter during a play that essentially 
snapped the Bearcats’ seven-game 
winning streak and assured Vir-
ginia Tech (7-6) a 22nd consecu-
tive winning season.

Deon Clarke sacked Kiel and 
forced a fumble at the Cincinnati 
43. Nigel Williams picked up the 
ball and fumbled at the 12, where 
teammate Greg Stroman scooped 
it up and took it into the end zone 
for a 27-10 lead.

Kiel remained down for sev-
eral minutes and was helped off 
the field before being taken to the 
locker room. The 6-foot-4 sopho-
more did not return, and without 
him Cincinnati (9-4) had little 
chance to mount a comeback.

“He’s been banged around 
pretty much this year. That was a 
good, clean lick,” Bearcats coach 
Tommy Tuberville said. “I think 
his head hit the ground. This turf 
is not made for collisions like that. 
He’s fine. He’s a little dizzy and 
not very clear. He probably could 
have come back and done a few 
things, but further injury (at) that 
point is really not worth it.”

With backup Munchie Legaux 
nursing a knee injury that will re-
quire surgery, Cincinnati turned 
to senior walk-on Michael Colosi-
mo, who threw a touchdown pass 
but had too big a deficit to over-
come against too good a team. 

Kiel went 14-for-26 for 244 
yards, but had two interceptions 
to go with his fumble. The Notre 
Dame transfer finished the season 
with 3,254 yards passing, the third-
highest total in school history.

Michael Brewer went 14-for-24 
for 94 yards and a touchdown to 
guide the Hokies to their highest 
point total since a 34-17 win at 
North Carolina on Oct. 4.

Virginia Tech coach Frank 
Beamer worked in the upstairs 
coaching box to avoid the risk 
of infection during his recovery 
from throat surgery. The Hok-
ies were making their 22nd con-

secutive bowl appearance under
Beamer, whose last losing season
at Tech was in 1992.

“I have had many proud mo-
ments in my time at Virginia Tech 
but this is one of my proudest,”
Beamer said. “When you consider
the constant adversity we have 
had to endure this season, it is just
rewarding that we believed in one 
another and continued to fight our
way through it.”

The Hokies opened the second
half with a 75-yard drive for a 
touchdown and a 20-10 lead. J.C. 
Coleman opened the possession 
with four carries for 43 yards be-
fore Brewer tossed a TD pass to 
tight end Ryan Malleck on third-
and-goal from the 1.

Minutes later, Kiel’s fumble
enabled the many Virginia Tech 
fans among the crowd of 34,277 to 
breathe easier. 

Freshman Joey Slye kicked four 
field goals for the Hokies, who fi-
nally got a noteworthy victory to
add to their upset at Ohio State on
Sept. 6.

“We had two objectives that we 
wanted to accomplish today,” Vir-
ginia Tech offensive coordinator 
Scot Loeffler said. “We wanted to 
win for our seniors, and we want-
ed to win for Coach Beamer.” 

 BY DAN GELSTON

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — At Yankee 
Stadium, Sam Ficken was Penn 
State’s captain in the clutch.

Ficken used Derek Jeter’s old 
locker, then showed No. 2 must 
have left behind some postseason 
kismet. He booted a walk-off win-
ner deep into Monument Park, 
kicking the extra point in over-
time that Boston College could not 
to give the Nittany Lions a 31-30 
win in the Pinstripe Bowl on Sat-
urday night.

Christian Hackenberg hit Kyle 
Carter for a 10-yard touchdown 
pass that set up Ficken’s automat-
ic kick that sent the Nittany Lions 
dancing on top of the Yankees’ 
dugout.

“I couldn’t have asked for a bet-
ter ending for my career,” Ficken 
said.

The Nittany Lions (7-6) played 
in a bowl game for the first time 
since January 2012 after the 
NCAA lifted the most severe sanc-
tions levied against the program 

in the wake of the Jerry Sandusky 
child sex abuse scandal. 

Ficken sent the game into OT 
with a 45-yard field goal with 20 
seconds left in regulation and won 
it with his extra point.

“He’s probably been our best 
offensive weapon all year long,” 
coach James Franklin said.

Tyler Murphy hit David Dudeck 
for a 21-yard touchdown pass 
on Boston College’s drive. Mike 
Knoll shanked the extra point 
for the Eagles (7-6) and that was 
the opening Penn State needed to 
complete its comeback from a 21-
7 deficit late in the third quarter.

“We lost a game we didn’t need 
to lose,” Boston College coach 
Steve Addazio said.

Penn State has played under 
the cloud of scandal and sanctions 
for the most of the last four years, 
tearing at the fabric of the com-
munity known as Happy Valley 
and tarnishing the legacy of Joe 
Paterno. 

The Eagles left stunned after 
blowing the lead and missing their 
eighth extra point of the season.   

 BY DAVID BRANDT

The Associated Press

SHREVEPORT, La. — Post-
season success continues to elude 
the Miami Hurricanes.

South Carolina beat Miami 
24-21 on Saturday in the Inde-
pendence Bowl, extending the 
Hurricanes’ bowl losing streak to 
five games dating to 2006.

The Gamecocks’ Dylan Thomp-
son threw for 294 yards and two 
touchdowns, and Pharoh Cooper, 
the game’s offensive Most Valu-
able Player, caught nine passes 
for 170 yards and a touchdown.

It was another frustrating game 
for the Hurricanes (6-7), who lost 
four straight games to end the 
season.

“I’m not disappointed in our 
fight and resolve and the way the 
guys went after it,” Miami coach 
Al Golden said. “Just disappoint-
ed in some of the execution and 
penalties we had that hampered 
us.”

South Carolina (7-6) has won a 
school-record four straight bowl 
games.

Miami took a 6-0 lead and was 
completely controlling the game 
thanks to Duke Johnson, who 

ran for 132 yards and caught five 
passes for 51 yards. South Caro-
lina’s offense, meanwhile, wasn’t 
doing much of anything.

But in the middle of the second 
quarter, South Carolina coach 
Steve Spurrier decided to cut the 
passing game loose — even in 
cold and wet conditions.

“We’re going to chuck it down 
the field and see what happens,” 
Spurrier said.

The strategic change paid off 
immediately. Thompson hit Coo-
per on a long pass over the mid-
dle of the field and the 5-foot-11, 
201-pound sophomore made a 
few more moves in the open field 
to finish off a 78-yard touchdown 
play and give the Gamecocks a 7-
6 lead. 

South Carolina never trailed 
again. The Gamecocks scored 17 
straight points to take a 17-6 half-
time lead.

It was a satisfying ending to 
a disappointing season for the 
Gamecocks, who started the sea-
son with aspirations of competing 
for Southeastern Conference and 
national titles before quickly fad-
ing into mediocrity. 

NICK WASS/AP

Virginia Tech running back J.C. Coleman, center, runs with the ball against Cincinnati on Saturday in the 
Military Bowl in Annapolis, Md. Virginia Tech won 33-17. 
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NBA

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 23 7 .767 —
Brooklyn 13 16 .448  9½
Boston 10 18 .357 12
New York 5 27 .156 19
Philadelphia 4 25 .138 18½

Southeast Division
Atlanta 22 8 .733 —
Washington 21 8 .724   ½
Miami 14 17 .452  8½
Orlando 12 21 .364 11½
Charlotte 10 21 .323 12½

Central Division
Chicago 21 9 .700 —
Cleveland 18 11 .621  2½
Milwaukee 15 16 .484  6½
Indiana 11 20 .355 10½
Detroit 6 23 .207 14½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Houston 21 7 .750 —
Memphis 22 8 .733 —
Dallas 21 10 .677  1½
San Antonio 18 13 .581  4½
New Orleans 15 15 .500  7

Northwest Division
Portland 24 7 .774 —
Oklahoma City 15 16 .484  9
Denver 13 17 .433 10½
Utah 10 20 .333 13½
Minnesota 5 24 .172 18

Pacific Division
Golden State 24 5 .828 —
L.A. Clippers 20 11 .645  5
Phoenix 17 14 .548  8
Sacramento 13 17 .433 11½
L.A. Lakers 9 21 .300 15½

Friday’s games
Brooklyn 109, Boston 107
Cleveland 98, Orlando 89
Milwaukee 107, Atlanta 77
Detroit 119, Indiana 109
New Orleans 97, San Antonio 90
Oklahoma City 98, Charlotte 75
Houston 117, Memphis 111, OT
Dallas 102, L.A. Lakers 98
Denver 106, Minnesota 102
Portland 114, Philadelphia 93
Phoenix 115, Sacramento 106

Saturday’s games
Toronto 110, L.A. Clippers 98
Washington 101, Boston 88
Orlando 102, Charlotte 94
Memphis 103, Miami 95
Chicago 107, New Orleans 100
Indiana 110, Brooklyn 85
Atlanta 90, Milwaukee 85
Utah 88, Philadelphia 71
Sacramento 135, New York 129, OT
Golden State 110, Minnesota 97

Sunday’s games
Detroit at Cleveland
Houston at San Antonio
Oklahoma City at Dallas
New York at Portland
Toronto at Denver
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers

Monday’s games
Chicago at Indiana
Milwaukee at Charlotte
Orlando at Miami
Sacramento at Brooklyn
Washington at Houston
Utah at L.A. Clippers

Saturday
Kings 135, Knicks 129 (OT)
NEW YORK — Anthony 13-29 8-9 36, 

Ja.Smith 4-9 4-4 12, Aldrich 8-9 2-2 18,  
Hardaway Jr. 7-14 2-3 19, Calderon 4-12 0-
0 9, Dalembert 5-9 1-4 11,  Prigioni 1-3 4-4 
6, Larkin 4-8 6-6 14, Wear 2-4 0-0 4. Totals 
48-97 27-32 129.

SACRAMENTO — Gay 12-21 3-3 29, 
Thompson 1-3 1-2 3, Cousins 14-27 10-
11 39,  Collison 9-10 6-6 27, McLemore 
2-4 0-0 5, Evans 1-2 2-2 4,  McCallum 5-8 
0-0 10, Williams 1-3 2-2 4, Casspi 0-1 1-3 
1,  Stauskas 3-4 4-4 11, Landry 1-6 0-0 2. 
Totals 49-89 29-33 135.

New York 27 31 22 37 12—129
Sacramento 38 29 22 28 18—135
Three-Point Goals—New York 6-20 

(Hardaway Jr. 3-6, Anthony 2-7, Calderon  
1-3, Prigioni 0-1, Larkin 0-3), Sacramento 
8-16 (Collison 3-3, Gay 2-7,  Cousins 1-1, 
Stauskas 1-2, McLemore 1-2, Williams 
0-1). Fouled  Out—Aldrich. Rebounds—
New York 48 (Anthony 11), Sacramento 
50 (Cousins  11). Assists—New York 30 
(Calderon 9), Sacramento 23 (Collison 
10).  Total Fouls—New York 29, Sacra-
mento 27. Technicals—New York Coach  
Fisher. A—17,317 (17,317). 

Jazz 88, 76ers 71
PHILADELPHIA — Covington 5-10 5-8 

17, Sims 4-9 2-2 10, Noel 2-5 1-1 5,  Carter-
Williams 2-20 3-4 8, Sampson 1-3 0-2 2, 
Wroten 8-17 3-5 20,  McDaniels 2-8 0-0 5, 
Aldemir 0-1 0-0 0, Grant 0-1 4-6 4. Totals 
24-74 18-28 71.

UTAH — Hayward 4-14 5-6 15, Favors 7-
11 3-3 17, Kanter 4-13 2-2 10,  Burke 5-18 
6-7 17, Hood 1-8 1-2 4, Booker 6-8 2-2 14, 
Exum 1-7 3-4 5,  Ingles 0-1 2-2 2, Gobert 
2-3 0-0 4, Christopher 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 30-
84 24-28 88.

Philadelphia 12 20 23 16—71
Utah 25 19 15 29—88
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 5-26 

(Covington 2-6, McDaniels 1-3,  Wroten 
1-6, Carter-Williams 1-7, Sampson 0-2, 
Sims 0-2), Utah 4-23  (Hayward 2-5, Hood 
1-5, Burke 1-6, Ingles 0-1, Christopher 0-
1, Kanter  0-1, Exum 0-4). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—Philadelphia 53 (Noel 
10),  Utah 65 (Favors 15). Assists—Phila-
delphia 11 (Carter-Williams 6), Utah  17 
(Burke 4). Total Fouls—Philadelphia 20, 
Utah 23.  Technicals—McDaniels, Ingles. 
A—18,890 (19,911). 

Hawks 90, Bucks 85
ATLANTA — Carroll 3-8 1-2 9, Millsap 

8-19 0-0 17, Horford 8-20 4-6 20,  Teague 
7-14 10-10 25, Korver 2-9 0-1 6, Antic 1-5 0-
0 3,  Sefolosha 3-6 0-0 8, Schroder 0-3 0-0 
0, Scott 1-5 0-0 2,  Mack 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 
33-90 15-19 90.

MILWAUKEE — Antetokounmpo 2-5 
1-2 5, O’Bryant 0-4 0-0 0, Pachulia 4-8 3-3 
11,  Knight 4-12 0-0 10, Marshall 1-5 0-0 3, 
Dudley 3-8 2-3 9,  Middleton 8-15 0-0 21, 
Bayless 3-9 2-2 9, Henson 2-3 1-2 5,  Mayo 
4-11 2-2 12. Totals 31-80 11-14 85.

Atlanta 21 18 27 24—90
Milwaukee 10 27 26 22—85
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 9-29 (Se-

folosha 2-4, Carroll 2-4, Korver 2-7,  Antic 
1-3, Teague 1-4, Millsap 1-5, Schroder 0-1, 
Scott 0-1), Milwaukee 12-30 (Middleton 5-
8, Knight 2-5, Mayo 2-6, Dudley 1-3, Mar-
shall 1-4, Bayless 1-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Atlanta 61 (Horford 9),  Mil-
waukee 52 (Pachulia 15). Assists—Atlan-
ta 25 (Teague 7), Milwaukee 21  (Bayless 
6). Total Fouls—Atlanta 17, Milwaukee 18. 
Technicals—Bayless. A—16,788 (18,717). 

Bulls 107, Pelicans 100
NEW ORLEANS — Babbitt 0-1 0-0 0, Da-

vis 13-24 3-3 29, Asik 1-5 2-2 4,  Holiday 9-
12 0-0 19, Evans 10-21 6-7 26, Cunningham 
0-1 0-0 0,  Anderson 4-11 3-4 13, Rivers 3-
11 0-0 7, Ajinca 1-2 0-0 2,  Salmons 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 41-88 14-16 100.

CHICAGO — Dunleavy 1-4 0-0 3, Gasol 
3-9 2-2 8, Noah 3-6 1-2 7,  Rose 8-18 1-2 
19, Butler 12-18 9-10 33, Brooks 5-14 2-2 
13,  Gibson 5-9 2-2 12, Mirotic 3-8 2-2 10, 
Moore 1-2 0-0 2, Snell 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 41-
89 19-22 107.

New Orleans 25 20 26 29—100
Chicago 23 26 31 27—107
Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 4-

14 (Anderson 2-6, Holiday 1-2, Rivers  1-
3, Babbitt 0-1, Evans 0-2), Chicago 6-20 
(Mirotic 2-4, Rose 2-5,  Dunleavy 1-2, 
Brooks 1-5, Moore 0-1, Butler 0-3). Re-
bounds—New Orleans 47 (Davis 11), Chi-
cago 53 (Gibson 10). Assists—New  Or-
leans 18 (Holiday 7), Chicago 19 (Gasol 6). 
Total Fouls—New Orleans  19, Chicago 17. 
Technicals—Rivers. A—21,935 (20,917). 

Pacers 110, Nets 85
INDIANA — S.Hill 1-6 0-0 3, West 7-13 

3-4 17, Hibbert 3-6 0-0 6,  G.Hill 5-9 0-0 12, 
Stuckey 7-13 5-7 20, Watson 7-10 0-0 17,  
Scola 4-8 5-5 13, Copeland 5-12 0-0 12, Al-
len 5-9 0-2 10,  Whittington 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 44-86 13-18 110.

BROOKLYN — Johnson 4-12 8-8 18, Gar-
nett 2-4 2-2 6, Plumlee 2-5 5-7 9,  Jack 10-
15 1-1 22, Karasev 5-9 2-4 14, Lopez 0-5 0-0 
0,  Anderson 2-5 2-2 7, Bogdanovic 0-4 0-0 
0, Teletovic 0-6 0-0 0,  Williams 2-7 2-3 7, 
Jordan 1-2 0-0 2, Davies 0-2 0-0 0,  Morris 
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 28-77 22-27 85.

Indiana 22 28 29 31—110
Brooklyn 23 24 18 20— 85
Three-Point Goals—Indiana 9-18 (Wat-

son 3-4, G.Hill 2-4, Copeland 2-7,  Stuckey 
1-1, S.Hill 1-2), Brooklyn 7-25 (Karasev 
2-4, Johnson 2-7,  Williams 1-1, Jack 1-2, 
Anderson 1-3, Morris 0-1, Davies 0-1, Bog-
danovic  0-2, Teletovic 0-4). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—Indiana 53 (Watson 9),  
Brooklyn 48 (Plumlee 8). Assists—Indi-
ana 33 (Stuckey 8), Brooklyn 15  (Johnson 
6). Total Fouls—Indiana 25, Brooklyn 20. 
Technicals—West.  A—17,732 (17,732). 

Grizzlies 103, Heat 95
MEMPHIS — Allen 3-5 4-5 10, Leuer 2-8 

1-4 5, Gasol 7-14 8-10 22,  Conley 7-12 6-7 
24, Lee 3-6 3-4 10, Koufos 3-4 0-1 6, Prince 
4-7 2-2 10,  Carter 1-6 2-2 5, Udrih 4-8 2-2 
11, Pondexter 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 34-73 28-
37 103.

MIAMI — Deng 6-10 3-4 16, Williams 
3-5 0-0 7, Andersen 5-5 3-4 13,  Chalmers 
2-10 3-3 7, Wade 11-17 2-2 25, Cole 3-10 
0-0 7,  Whiteside 0-2 2-6 2, Granger 7-10 
2-2 18, Haslem 0-1 0-0 0,  Ennis 0-2 0-0 0. 
Totals 37-72 15-21 95.

Memphis 27 30 15 31—103
Miami 16 25 28 26— 95
Three-Point Goals—Memphis 7-16 

(Conley 4-6, Lee 1-1, Udrih 1-3, Carter  1-
4, Pondexter 0-2), Miami 6-20 (Granger 
2-5, Williams 1-1, Deng 1-1,  Wade 1-3, 
Cole 1-6, Ennis 0-1, Chalmers 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Memphis 49 (Ga-
sol 10), Miami 40 (Whiteside 7). Assists—
Memphis  22 (Prince 5), Miami 18 (Wade 
7). Total Fouls—Memphis 22, Miami 26.  
Technicals—Miami Coach Spoelstra. A—
19,744 (19,600). 

Magic 102, Hornets 94
ORLANDO — Harris 7-16 5-8 21, O’Quinn 

1-3 0-0 3, Vucevic 9-19 4-4 22,  Payton 4-13 
3-4 11, Oladipo 6-9 1-2 13, Fournier 5-14 
0-1 12,  B.Gordon 3-5 3-3 11, Frye 2-3 0-0 5, 
Dedmon 1-1 2-2 4. Totals 38-83 18-24 102.

CHARLOTTE — Kidd-Gilchrist 3-8 3-4 
9, Zeller 1-5 1-2 3, Jefferson 7-11 0-0 14,  
Walker 15-31 7-9 42, Henderson 3-8 0-0 7, 
Neal 3-9 0-0 7,  Williams 3-8 3-3 9, Biyom-
bo 0-0 0-0 0, Roberts 1-3 0-0 3,  Hairston 
0-3 0-0 0. Totals 36-86 14-18 94.

Orlando 22 30 29 21—102
Charlotte 18 24 26 26— 94
Three-Point Goals—Orlando 8-20 

(B.Gordon 2-2, Harris 2-4, Fournier 2-7,  
O’Quinn 1-2, Frye 1-2, Payton 0-1, Oladipo 
0-2), Charlotte 8-24 (Walker  5-12, Roberts 
1-2, Henderson 1-2, Neal 1-4, Hairston 0-
1, Williams 0-3).  Rebounds—Orlando 51 
(Vucevic 11), Charlotte 54 (Jefferson 9). 
Assists—Orlando 22 (Payton 8), Char-
lotte 18 (Walker 7).  Total Fouls—Orlando 
18, Charlotte 19. Technicals—Oladipo, 
Jefferson, Charlotte defensive three sec-
ond. A—19,085 (19,077). 

Wizards 101, Celtics 88
BOSTON — Green 7-17 7-8 23, Sullinger

5-9 0-0 12, Zeller 1-6 1-2 3,  Bradley 0-5
2-2 2, Smart 1-1 1-2 3, Nelson 1-6 0-0 3, 
Olynyk 6-11 3-4 15, Turner 5-8 1-3 11, Bass
2-5 0-0 4,  Pressey 0-4 0-0 0, Crowder 3-5 
3-3 10, Wright 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 32-79 18-
24 88.

WASHINGTON — Pierce 6-9 2-4 17, 
Nene 1-5 2-3 4, Gortat 3-6 1-2 7,  Wall 6-
13 0-0 12, Beal 4-11 0-0 9, Humphries 9-14 
0-0 18,  Butler 3-9 1-1 8, Porter 6-8 0-0 12, 
Seraphin 5-9 0-0 10,  Miller 1-3 0-0 2, Blair 
1-2 0-0 2, Gooden 0-1 0-0 0, Temple 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 45-90 6-10 101.

Boston 12 27 24 25— 88
Washington 30 26 24 21—101
Three-Point Goals—Boston 6-24 (Sull-

inger 2-5, Green 2-8, Crowder 1-2,  Nel-
son 1-4, Turner 0-1, Olynyk 0-2, Bradley 
0-2), Washington 5-13  (Pierce 3-5, Beal
1-2, Butler 1-4, Porter 0-1, Wall 0-1). 
Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 
44 (Olynyk 8), Washington 58 (Gortat 10). 
Assists—Boston 18 (Turner 4), Washing-
ton 28 (Miller, Wall 7). Total  Fouls—Bos-
ton 15, Washington 24. Technicals—Wall. 
A—20,356 (20,308). 

Raptors 110, Clippers 98
TORONTO — J.Johnson 3-7 0-0 7, 

A.Johnson 4-7 0-1 8, Valanciunas 8-13 6-8 
22,  Lowry 9-17 4-5 25, Ross 5-15 0-0 11, 
Patterson 4-5 0-0 10,  Williams 2-9 3-3 9, 
Hansbrough 1-1 0-0 2, Vasquez 5-12 2-2 
16. Totals 41-86 15-19 110.

L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 2-4 0-0 6, Grif-
fin 9-20 4-5 22, Jordan 2-4 0-0 4,  Paul 3-12 
3-4 10, Redick 9-16 0-1 23, Crawford 6-14
5-5 20,  Davis 3-5 0-0 6, Bullock 1-2 0-0 2, 
Farmar 0-1 0-0 0,  Turkoglu 0-0 0-0 0, Cun-
ningham 2-3 0-0 5, Douglas-Roberts 0-0 0-
0 0,  Udoh 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-81 12-15 98.

Toronto 22 27 31 30—110
L.A. Clippers 26 23 29 20— 98
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 13-34

(Vasquez 4-8, Lowry 3-7, Patterson 2-2, 
Williams 2-6, J.Johnson 1-3, Ross 1-8),
L.A. Clippers 12-25 (Redick 5-9,  Crawford 
3-8, Barnes 2-2, Cunningham 1-1, Paul 1-
3, Bullock 0-1, Farmar  0-1). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—Toronto 48 (A.Johnson
12), L.A. Clippers  48 (Jordan 20). As-
sists—Toronto 25 (Lowry 7), L.A. Clip-
pers 26 (Paul 8).  Total Fouls—Toronto
17, L.A. Clippers 19. Technicals—Lowry, 
Toronto  defensive three second, Griffin. 
A—19,335 (19,060). 

Warriors 110, T-wolves 97
MINNESOTA — Muhammad 4-11 0-0 9, 

Young 7-11 2-4 17, Dieng 2-6 4-6 8,  Wig-
gins 3-6 4-8 10, LaVine 4-12 4-5 12, Wil-
liams 2-9 2-2 6,  Budinger 2-6 1-3 6, Hum-
mel 2-3 0-0 4, Adrien 1-3 3-4 5,  Daniels 5-6
0-0 14, Robinson III 1-2 0-0 2, Bennett 1-2 
1-4 4. Totals 34-77 21-36 97.

GOLDEN STATE — Barnes 4-10 0-0 
10, Green 2-5 0-0 4, Speights 4-7 2-2 10, 
Thompson 8-15 1-2 21, Curry 9-18 3-4 
25, Lee 3-10 4-4 10,  Iguodala 3-6 3-3 10, 
Livingston 3-5 3-4 9, Holiday 1-6 0-0 2, 
Kuzmic 2-3 0-0 4, Barbosa 2-3 0-0 4, Rush
0-0 1-2 1. Totals 41-88 17-21 110.

Minnesota 23 25 19 30— 97
Golden State 31 27 30 22—110
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 8-19 

(Daniels 4-4, Muhammad 1-1, Bennett  1-
1, Budinger 1-2, Young 1-2, Hummel 0-1, 
Robinson III 0-1, Wiggins 0-2,  LaVine 0-2, 
Williams 0-3), Golden State 11-28 (Curry 
4-9, Thompson 4-9,  Barnes 2-2, Iguo-
dala 1-2, Lee 0-1, Green 0-1, Holiday 0-4).
Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—Minne-
sota 58 (Muhammad 9), Golden State 51 
(Green 8).  Assists—Minnesota 29 (LaVine 
14), Golden State 32 (Curry, Green 6).  To-
tal Fouls—Minnesota 18, Golden State 21. 
A—19,596 (19,596). 

Scoreboard

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — David West 
didn’t like it when Kevin Garnett 
blew in his ear, so he helped Indi-
ana blow out the Nets.

West scored 15 of 17 points in 
the second half, Rodney Stuckey 
had 20, and the Pacers over-
whelmed Brooklyn 110-85 on Sat-
urday night.

West got a technical foul with 
6:54 left in the first quarter when 
he confronted Garnett after the 
Nets veteran blew in his face.

The power forward was in a 
light mood afterward, comparing 
Garnett’s antics to when former 
Pacers guard Lance Stephenson 
blew in LeBron James’ ear dur-
ing last season’s playoffs.

“I think Lance’s was more 
sensual. That was an aggressive 
one,” West said. “I didn’t like it. It 
was too much.”

Indiana coach Frank Vogel 
wasn’t too sure what he was going 
to get from Stuckey, whose vi-
sion in his right eye was blurred 
after taking a shot during Friday 
night’s game at Detroit.

After Brooklyn cut the deficit to 
69-60 with 2:54 remaining in the 
third quarter on a three-pointer 
by Deron Williams, Stuckey — 
whose eye was still red — sparked 
a 24-11 run with nine points to 
take a 93-71 lead with 8:27 left in 
the fourth.

Indiana converted nine Nets 
turnovers into 12 points during 
that six minute-plus span.

 Indiana’s bench, third-best in 
the league with 39.6 points en-
tering the game, outscored its 
Brooklyn counterparts 52-16.

  Raptors 110, Clippers 98: 
Kyle Lowry scored 25 points and 
the Raptors’ reserves came up 
big in the fourth quarter, ending 
Los Angeles’ eight-game home 
winning streak.

 Bulls 107, Pelicans 100:  
Jimmy Butler scored 33 points, 
Derrick Rose had 19 and host 
Chicago beat New Orleans for its 

sixth consecutive victory.
 Grizzlies 103, Heat 95:  Mike 

Conley scored 24 points, Marc 
Gasol added 22 points and 10 re-
bounds, and visiting Memphis 
never trailed on the way to beat-
ing Miami.

 Magic 102, Hornets 94:  Niko-
la Vucevic had 22 points and 11 
rebounds, Tobias Harris scored 
21 points and Orlando overcame 
a career-high 42 points from 
Kemba Walker to beat Charlotte.

Walker scored a Charlotte-re-
cord 35 in the second half and 
finished 15 of 30 in the highest-
scoring game of his career, but 
the host Hornets could never re-
gain the lead after falling behind 
by 10 at halftime.

 Wizards 101, Celtics 88: Kris 
Humphries scored 18 points, Paul 
Pierce had 17 and host Washing-
ton earned its eighth win in 10 
games.

Hawks 90, Bucks 85: Jeff 
Teague scored 10 of his 25 points 
in the fourth quarter, Al Horford 
added 20, and visiting Atlanta 
beat Milwaukee.

 Jazz 88, 76ers 71: Derrick 
Favors had 17 points, 15 rebounds 
and five blocked shots to lead host 
Utah over Philadelphia.

 Kings 135, Knicks 129 (OT):
DeMarcus Cousins scored nine 
of his season-high 39 points in 
overtime in his return from a 
stomach ailment, and host Sacra-
mento handed New York its sev-
enth straight loss.

 Warriors 110, Timberwolves 
97: Stephen Curry had 25 points 
and six assists, Klay Thompson 
scored 21 points and host  Golden 
State shook off a two-game los-
ing streak by rolling past lowly 
Minnesota.

Four others scored in double 
digits as the NBA-leading War-
riors (24-5) wore down the last-
place Timberwolves in the second 
half.  

SETH WENIG/AP

The Nets’ Kevin Garnett, right, reacts after being shoved by the 
Pacers’ David West during the first half Saturday in New York. West 
was charged with a technical foul after Garnett blew in his ear.

Roundup

Pacers snap Nets’
streak at 3 wins

NAM Y. HUH/AP

Bulls guard/forward Jimmy 
Butler drives to the basket 
against the Pelicans on Saturday 
in Chicago. Butler scored 33 
points to lead the Bulls to a 
107-100 victory.
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 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 37 22 11 4 48 119 97
Detroit 36 19 8 9 47 103 89
Montreal 35 22 11 2 46 95 84
Toronto 35 20 12 3 43 118 102
Boston 36 18 15 3 39 93 97
Florida 32 15 9 8 38 73 82
Ottawa 35 14 14 7 35 92 97
Buffalo 36 14 19 3 31 73 118

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 35 22 8 5 49 108 83
N.Y. Islanders 35 23 11 1 47 108 98
N.Y. Rangers 33 19 10 4 42 100 84
Washington 35 18 11 6 42 102 90
Philadelphia 35 14 15 6 34 98 105
Columbus 34 15 16 3 33 86 109
New Jersey 37 12 18 7 31 79 107
Carolina 35 10 21 4 24 71 95

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Chicago 36 24 10 2 50 112 74
Nashville 34 23 9 2 48 99 71
St. Louis 35 21 11 3 45 103 90
Winnipeg 36 19 10 7 45 92 84
Minnesota 33 16 13 4 36 96 93
Dallas 34 15 14 5 35 99 116
Colorado 35 13 14 8 34 92 106

Pacific Division
Anaheim 37 23 8 6 52 105 100
Los Angeles 36 18 11 7 43 100 89
San Jose 36 19 12 5 43 100 93
Vancouver 33 20 11 2 42 99 91
Calgary 37 19 15 3 41 108 99
Arizona 35 13 18 4 30 82 113
Edmonton 36 7 22 7 21 76 125

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for 
overtime loss.

Friday’s games
No games scheduled

Saturday’s games
Buffalo 4, N.Y. Islanders 3, SO
Arizona 2, Anaheim 1, SO
Detroit 3, Ottawa 2, OT
Tampa Bay 2, Carolina 1
N.Y. Rangers 3, New Jersey 1
Columbus 6, Boston 2
Winnipeg 4, Minnesota 3, OT
Washington 3, Pittsburgh 0
Dallas 4, St. Louis 3
Nashville 4, Philadelphia 1
Chicago 5, Colorado 2
Calgary 4, Edmonton 1
Los Angeles 3, San Jose 1

Sunday’s games
Toronto at Florida
Vancouver at Anaheim

Monday’s games
Detroit at Boston
Pittsburgh at New Jersey
Washington at N.Y. Islanders
Montreal at Carolina
Buffalo at Ottawa
Toronto at Tampa Bay
Colorado at St. Louis
Minnesota at Winnipeg
Nashville at Chicago
N.Y. Rangers at Dallas
Los Angeles at Calgary
Philadelphia at Arizona 

 Saturday
Rangers 3, Devils 1

New Jersey 0 1 0—1
N.Y. Rangers 1 1 1—3

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Stepan 4, 
18:14 (sh).

Second Period—2, N.Y. Rangers, Ste-
pan 5 (St. Louis, Boyle), 7:38 (pp). 3, New 
Jersey, Bernier 3 (Gelinas, Ruutu), 10:23.

Third Period—4, N.Y. Rangers, Stepan 
6 (Hagelin, St. Louis), 19:05 (en).

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 8-5-7—20. 
N.Y. Rangers 10-13-5—28.

Power-play opportunities—New Jer-
sey 0 of 4; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 3.

Goalies—New Jersey, Schneider 11-17-
4 (27 shots-25 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lun-
dqvist 16-7-3 (20-19).

A—18,006 (18,006). T—2:24. 

Predators 4, Flyers 1
Philadelphia 0 1 0—1
Nashville 1 2 1—4

First Period—1, Nashville, Forsberg 14 
(Josi, Weber), 9:41 (pp).

Second Period—2, Philadelphia, Gir-
oux 12 (Coburn, Schultz), 6:50. 3, Nash-
ville, Fisher 4 (Forsberg, Ribeiro), 13:57 
(pp). 4, Nashville, Wilson 9 (S.Jones, 
Josi), 14:35 (pp).

Third Period—5, Nashville, Wilson 10 
(Fisher), 16:42 (en).

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 8-9-10—
27. Nashville 10-17-11—38.

Power-play opportunities—Philadel-
phia 0 of 4; Nashville 3 of 5.

Goalies—Philadelphia, Emery 7-5-1 
(37 shots-34 saves). Nashville, Rinne 23-
6-1 (27-26).

A—17,315 (17,113). T—2:28. 

Capitals 3, Penguins 0
Washington 1 0 2—3
Pittsburgh 0 0 0—0

First Period—1, Washington, Fehr 8 
(Beagle, Laich), 17:47.

Second Period—None.
Third Period—2, Washington, Johans-

son 10 (Kuznetsov, Orpik), 5:36. 3, Wash-
ington, Fehr 9 (Ward, Carlson), 10:16.

Shots on Goal—Washington 9-16-9—
34. Pittsburgh 9-10-12—31.

Power-play opportunities—Washing-
ton 0 of 5; Pittsburgh 0 of 4.

Goalies—Washington, Holtby 16-8-5 
(31 shots-31 saves). Pittsburgh, Fleury 
19-5-3 (34-31).

A—18,663 (18,387). T—2:23. 

Blue Jackets 6, Bruins 2
Boston 1 1 0—2
Columbus 1 4 1—6

First Period—1, Columbus, Hartnell 7 
(Connauton), 8:11. 2, Boston, Bergeron 7 
(R.Smith, Chara), 8:31.

Second Period—3, Columbus, Hartnell 
8 (Wisniewski, Connauton), :51. 4, Colum-
bus, Connauton 4 (Calvert, Dubinsky), 
6:32. 5, Columbus, Foligno 17 (Johnson, 
Johansen), 9:26 (pp). 6, Boston, Cunning-
ham 2 (Campbell, Paille), 16:28. 7, Colum-
bus, Calvert 4, 19:09.

Third Period—8, Columbus, Morin 1 
(Johnson, Dubinsky), 7:35.

Shots on Goal—Boston 7-12-9—28. Co-
lumbus 11-11-8—30.

Power-play opportunities—Boston 0 
of 3; Columbus 1 of 2.

Goalies—Boston, Svedberg 4-5-0 (15 
shots-12 saves), Rask (6:32 second, 15-
12). Columbus, McElhinney 2-6-1 (28-26).

A—16,795 (18,144). T—2:31. 

Coyotes 2, Ducks 1 (SO)
Anaheim 1 0 0 0—1
Arizona 1 0 0 0—2

Arizona won shootout 1-0
First Period—1, Anaheim, Bourque 2 

(Getzlaf, Smith-Pelly), 9:16. 2, Arizona, 
Michalek 1 (Erat, Gagner), 10:29. 

Shootout—Anaheim 0 (Heatley NG, 
Silfverberg NG, Kesler NG, Getzlaf NG), 
Arizona 1 (Boedker NG, Gagner NG, Ver-
mette NG, Doan G).

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 9-9-17-1—36. 
Arizona 9-10-8-2—29.

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 0 
of 1; Arizona 0 of 1.

Goalies—Anaheim, Andersen 19-5-5 
(29 shots-28 saves). Arizona, Dubnyk 8-
3-2 (36-35).

A—13,656 (17,125). T—2:36. 

Jets 4, Wild 3 (OT)
Winnipeg 0 1 2 1—4
Minnesota 1 0 2 0—3

First Period—1, Minnesota, Granlund 4 
(Pominville), 16:03.

Second Period—2, Winnipeg, Little 14 
(Ladd, Clitsome), 7:17.

Third Period—3, Winnipeg, Lowry 5 
(Kane, Halischuk), 1:52. 4, Minnesota, 
Pominville 8 (Bickel, Granlund), 10:38. 5, 
Winnipeg, Wheeler 11 (Kane, Byfuglien), 
12:09 (sh). 6, Minnesota, Vanek 6 (Spur-
geon, Scandella), 12:41 (pp).

Overtime—7, Winnipeg, Ladd 12 (Lit-
tle), 2:47.

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 7-8-7-1—23. 
Minnesota 8-8-8-1—25.

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
0 of 3; Minnesota 1 of 5.

Goalies—Winnipeg, Hutchinson 9-2-2 
(25 shots-22 saves). Minnesota, Curry 0-
0-1 (23-19).

A—19,177 (17,954). T—2:43. 

Lightning 2, Hurricanes 1
Carolina 0 0 1—1
Tampa Bay 1 0 1—2

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
15 (Palat), 8:50. 

Third Period—2, Tampa Bay, Killorn 8 
(Callahan, Filppula), 4:53. 3, Carolina, Se-
kera 2 (E.Staal, Gerbe), 14:04.

Shots on Goal—Carolina 9-6-11—26. 
Tampa Bay 12-12-14—38.

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 0 
of 3; Tampa Bay 0 of 6.

Goalies—Carolina, Ward 9-13-2 (38 
shots-36 saves). Tampa Bay, B.Bishop 17-
6-2 (26-25).

A—19,204 (19,204). T—2:29. 

Blackhawks 5, Avalanche 2
Chicago 2 1 2—5
Colorado 2 0 0—2

First Period—1, Colorado, MacKin-
non 6 (Talbot), 6:56. 2, Chicago, Saad 8 
(Toews), 7:27. 3, Colorado, Johnson 10 
(O’Reilly, Briere), 8:53. 4, Chicago, Kane 
17 (Keith, Versteeg), 16:19.

Second Period—5, Chicago, Seabrook 
7 (Rundblad, Hossa), 13:14 (pp).

Third Period—6, Chicago, Sharp 6 
(Toews, Kane), 8:14 (pp). 7, Chicago, 
Kane 18 (B.Smith), 19:54 (en).

Shots on Goal—Chicago 9-13-11—33. 
Colorado 6-8-11—25.

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 2 
of 4; Colorado 0 of 3.

Goalies—Chicago, Crawford 13-6-2 (25 
shots-23 saves). Colorado, Pickard 6-6-2 
(32-28).

A—18,085 (18,007). T—2:27. 

Stars 4, Blues 3
Dallas 2 2 0—4
St. Louis 2 0 1—3

First Period—1, Dallas, Moen 1 (Horcoff, 
Jo.Benn), 2:08. 2, St. Louis, Pietrangelo 4 
(Stastny, Jaskin), 2:35. 3, Dallas, Garbutt 
6, 14:46. 4, St. Louis, Tarasenko 21 (Steen, 
Shattenkirk), 16:10 (pp).

Second Period—5, Dallas, Daley 8 
(Seguin, Lehtonen), 7:41 (pp). 6, Dallas, 
Demers 2 (E.Cole, Sceviour), 19:12 (pp).

Third Period—7, St. Louis, Backes 9 
(Bouwmeester, Oshie), 5:40.

Shots on Goal—Dallas 9-10-5—24. St. 
Louis 11-10-12—33.

Power-play opportunities—Dallas 2 of 
5; St. Louis 1 of 4.

Goalies—Dallas, Lehtonen 14-8-5 (33 
shots-30 saves). St. Louis, Allen 11-5-2 
(24-20).

A—19,683 (19,150). T—2:40.  

Red Wings 3, Senators 2 (OT)
Detroit 1 0 1 1—3
Ottawa 1 1 0 0—2

First Period—1, Ottawa, Hoffman 11 
(Borowiecki, Ryan), 13:41. 2, Detroit, Ab-
delkader 8 (Zetterberg, Kronwall), 19:46.

Second Period—3, Ottawa, MacArthur 
10, 13:16.

Third Period—4, Detroit, Zetterberg 8 
(Kronwall, Datsyuk), 3:58 (pp).

Overtime—5, Detroit, Nyquist 15, 4:12.
Shots on Goal—Detroit 6-7-11-3—27. 

Ottawa 10-15-7-1—33.
Power-play opportunities—Detroit 1 

of 3; Ottawa 0 of 5.
Goalies—Detroit, Howard 14-5-7 (33 

shots-31 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 8-9-5 
(27-24).

A—17,194 (19,153). T—2:31. 

 Sabres 4, Islanders 3 (SO)
N.Y. Islanders 1 2 0 0—3
Buffalo 0 0 3 0—4

Buffalo won shootout 1-0
First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Leddy 6 

(Okposo, Jo.Bailey), 4:33.
Second Period—2, N.Y. Islanders, Ta-

vares 14, 11:56. 3, N.Y. Islanders, Tavares 
15 (Jo.Bailey, Okposo), 15:05.

Third Period—4, Buffalo, Deslauriers 
4 (Stafford, Gorges), 6:39. 5, Buffalo, Gir-
gensons 10 (Deslauriers, Gorges), 10:01 
(sh). 6, Buffalo, Stewart 5 (Stafford, Kale-
ta), 11:51. 

Shootout—N.Y. Islanders 0 (Okposo 
NG, Nielsen NG, Tavares NG), Buffalo 1 
(Moulson NG, Ennis G, Girgensons NG).

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Islanders 9-10-14-
3—36. Buffalo 10-7-6-3—26.

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Is-
landers 0 of 2; Buffalo 0 of 3.

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Poulin 0-0-1 
(26 shots-23 saves). Buffalo, Enroth 11-
11-2 (36-33).

A—19,070 (19,070). T—2:37. 

Flames 4, Oilers 1
Edmonton 0 0 1—1
Calgary 3 0 1—4

First Period—1, Calgary, Colborne 
1 (Byron, Glencross), 7:08. 2, Calgary, 
Gaudreau 11, 8:32. 3, Calgary, Gaudreau 
12 (Hudler, Brodie), 8:48. 

Third Period—4, Edmonton, Nugent-
Hopkins 10 (Schultz, Ference), 4:23. 5, 
Calgary, Glencross 7 (Stajan, Giordano), 
10:17.

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 7-13-7—27. 
Calgary 9-3-15—27.

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 5; Calgary 0 of 3.

Goalies—Edmonton, Fasth 2-9-2 (6 
shots-3 saves), Scrivens (8:48 first, 21-
20). Calgary, Hiller 11-10-2 (27-26).

A—19,289 (19,289). T—2:27. 

Kings 3, Sharks 1
San Jose 1 0 0—1
Los Angeles 1 1 1—3

First Period—1, San Jose, Pavelski 17 
(Thornton), 2:39. 2, Los Angeles, Toffoli 
11 (McBain, Lewis), 14:04.

Second Period—3, Los Angeles, Kopi-
tar 8 (Gaborik, Carter), 10:13 (pp).

Third Period—4, Los Angeles, Muzzin 4 
(Doughty, Kopitar), 3:18 (pp).

Shots on Goal—San Jose 6-7-9—22. Los 
Angeles 12-12-5—29.

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 2; Los Angeles 2 of 4.

Goalies—San Jose, Niemi 14-8-4 (29 
shots-26 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 15-
8-6 (22-21).

A—18,451 (18,118). T—2:24. 

Scoreboard Roundup

NHL

JOE MAHONEY/AP

Blackhawks goalie Corey Crawford blocks a shot by Avalanche left 
wing Alex Tanguay on Saturday in Denver. Crawford made 23 saves 
in Chicago’s 5-2 victory.

Stepan’s three 
power Rangers 
past the Devils

 The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Derek Stepan 
scored a pair of special-teams 
goals and completed a hat trick 
into an empty net, Henrik Lund-
qvist made 19 saves in his 600th 
NHL contest, and the New York 
Rangers won their eighth con-
secutive game, 3-1, spoiling the 
debut of the New Jersey Devils’ 
revamped coaching staff on Sat-
urday night.

Stepan netted an unassisted 
short-handed goal in the first 
period, and a power-play tally in 
the second for the Rangers (19-
10-4), who have won 12 of 14 and 
earned at least one point in 22 of 
29 (18-7-4).

Stepan’s empty-netter with 54.6 
seconds left clinched the victory 
and his third NHL hat trick.  

Lundqvist, second to Mike 
Richter (666) in goalie games 
played with the Rangers, has a 
franchise record 325 wins. 

Blue Jackets 6, Bruins 2: 
Kevin Connauton had a goal and 
two assists and the Blue Jackets 
scored four times in the second 
period for a win against the visit-
ing Bruins. 

Sabres 4, Islanders 3 (SO): 
Buffalo scored three goals in the 
third period to overcome a 3-0 
deficit and Tyler Ennis scored in 
the shootout to give the Sabres a 
victory over visiting New York.  

Lightning 2, Hurricanes 1:  
Ben Bishop, who had missed the 
previous four games due to a 
lower body injury, made 25 saves 
in his return and host Tampa beat 
Carolina. 

Red Wings 3, Senators 2 (OT): 
Gustav Nyquist scored at 4:12 of
overtime to lift Detroit to a win
over host Ottawa. 

Jets 4, Wild 3 (OT):  Andrew
Ladd scored a fluky goal in over-
time and visiting Winnipeg beat
Minnesota. 

Capitals 3, Penguins 0: Goal-
tender Braden Holtby stopped 31
shots and Eric Fehr scored two 
goals as Washington defeated
host Pittsburgh. 

Blackhawks 5, Avalanche 2: 
Patrick Kane scored twice and
Corey Crawford stopped 23 shots, 
lifting Central Division-lead-
ing Chicago to a win over host 
Colorado. 

Predators 4, Flyers 1: Colin 
Wilson scored two goals to lead
host Nashville to a win over
Philadelphia. 

Stars 4, Blues 3: Dallas seized 
control with power-play goals
from Trevor Daley and Jason
Demers in the second period and
held on to beat host St. Louis. 

Coyotes 2, Ducks 1 (SO): 
Shane Doan scored the only goal
in the shootout with a broken
stick, Devan Dubnyk stopped 36 
shots and host Phoenix topped
Anaheim. 

Flames 4, Oilers 1: Rookie
Johnny Gaudreau continued
his torrid scoring with two
goals to lead host Calgary over
Edmonton. 

Kings 3, Sharks 1: Anze Ko-
pitar and Jake Muzzin scored
power-play goals, Jonathan Quick
made 21 saves and Los Angeles
returned from the holiday break 
with a victory over visiting San 
Jose. 

FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP

The Rangers’ Derek Stepan, left, shoots the puck past the Devils’ 
Eric Gelinas for an empty net goal Saturday in New York. Stepan 
netted a hat trick in New York’s 3-1 win.



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 30     F3HIJKLM Monday, December 29, 2014

COLLEGE BASKETBALL/SPORTS BRIEFS

No. 1 Kentucky pushes back Louisville
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — There 
were moments when top-ranked 
Kentucky could have blinked 
against No. 4 Louisville with its 
veterans battling second-half foul 
trouble and shooting woes.

The Wildcats didn’t because 
freshman guard Tyler Ulis 
stepped up with a career-best 14-
point performance made more 
impressive by the fact he achieved 
it despite a bandaged right eye 
that made blinking difficult.

“I was more excited than ner-
vous because it was my first away 
game,” said Ulis, who shook off a 
bloody cut to score 12 key second-
half points and lead the Wildcats 
to a hard-fought 58-50 victory 
over the Cardinals on Saturday.

“Being a freshman, I just want-
ed to see what the atmosphere felt 
like.”

Ulis received three stitches 
above the eye afterward from the 
inadvertent elbow from Louis-
ville’s Chris Jones in the first half. 
He returned with an effort that 
not only helped Kentucky claim 
Bluegrass State bragging rights, 
but possibly clear its biggest hur-
dle toward an unbeaten season.

“We’re not going to think about 
it,” center Dakari Johnson said of 
that prospect. “We’re just going to 
take one game at a time.”

Karl-Anthony Towns had 10 
points and nine rebounds, while 
Devin Booker added nine points 
for Kentucky, which held Louis-
ville (11-1) to 26 percent shoot-

ing in a game defined by defense 
until the freshmen started mak-
ing their shots.

They ended up scoring 39 
points with the 5-foot-9 Ulis set-
ting the second-half tone with 
two big three-pointers to give the 
Wildcats (13-0) a cushion.

His play was no surprise to fel-
low freshman Booker, who said, 
“Well, everybody’s seen it. He’s 
incredible. He’s showing people 

— you guys — things you haven’t 
seen out of him before, but I’ve 
seen it because we’ve played on 
camps and teams all the time, so 
it’s nothing new to me. He’s a real 
special player.”

Trey Lyles added nine re-
bounds for the Wildcats, who out-
rebounded Louisville 46-33.

The poised play by Kentucky’s 
heralded freshmen basically an-
swered the question of how they 

would handle a hostile atmo-
sphere in their first true road test 
before 22,812. The Wildcats also 
provided another example of how 
their length and depth can wear 
down an opponent. 

No. 8 Gonzaga 87, BYU 80:  
Kyle Wiltjer scored 24 points and 
Kevin Pangos had 21 points and 
seven assists, leading Gonzaga to 
a win over host Brigham Young in 
the West Coast Conference open-

er for both teams.
Byron Wesley had 15 points

and 10 rebounds for the Bulldogs
(12-1, 1-0). Przemek Karnowski 
added nine points and 10 boards.

 No. 15 Maryland 72, Oakland 
56: Jake Layman had 15 points
and 12 rebounds to help No. 15 
Maryland extend its winning 
streak to five games with a vic-
tory over visiting Oakland.

Dez Wells, the Terrapins’ scor-
ing leader the past two seasons,
was back in the lineup after miss-
ing the past seven games with a
broken right wrist. Wells came 
off the bench and finished with 10
points.

No. 20 North Carolina 89, UAB
58: Marcus Paige scored 16 points
to lead host North Carolina.

Kennedy Meeks added 14
points and Justin Jackson had 13
for the Tar Heels (9-3), who never
trailed and led by as many as 36
while shooting 50 percent.

 No. 21 Ohio St. 100, Wright
St. 55: D’Angelo Russell scored
24 points on a stellar shooting
night and Amir Williams added a
career-high 21 to lead host Ohio 
State past Wright State.

No. 24 Colorado St. 58, New 
Mexico St. 57 (OT): J.J. Avila
made a go-ahead layup with 31 
seconds left in overtime in Colo-
rado State’s victory.

Avila led visiting Colorado State 
(13-0) with 19 points, and Stanton
Kidd had 13. The Rams are off to 
the best start in school history. 

Top 25 roundup

TIMOTHY D. EASLEY/AP

Louisville’s Montrezl Harrell, left, leans in on the defense of Kentucky’s Aaron Harrison during the first 
half Saturday in Louisville, Ky. No. 1 Kentucky beat its in-state rival 58-50. 

Briefl y

The Associated Press

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Repub-
lic — Authorities in the Dominican Re-
public questioned Chicago Cubs shortstop 
Starlin Castro after a nightclub shooting 
Saturday morning in which several people 
were injured.

Police spokesman Jacobo Mateo said 
Castro was one of six people initially de-
tained and has been released. He said po-
lice searched Castro’s house and that the 
investigation is ongoing.

Paul Kinzer, Castro’s agent, said his cli-
ent went to the police on his accord to make 
sure they knew he wasn’t involved.

“They said they had video and they knew 
he wasn’t involved,” Kinzer said.

The shooting occurred in the northwest 
province of Montecristi, where the 24-
year-old Castro is from. Mateo said at least 
four people were treated at a hospital for 
injuries.

Police are investigating allegations that 
the shooting occurred after an argument 
between Castro’s brother and the assistant 
of a government official.

Castro said at a news conference earlier 
this month that he had already left a club 
when a different shooting occurred and 
was not involved in it.

 Kinzer said Castro had spoken with the 
Cubs and “they aren’t happy his name is 

involved” again. The 24-year-old Castro 
hit .292 with 14 homers and 65 RBIs in 134 
games last season.

Ganong gets first Cup victory

SANTA CATERINA, Italy — Skiing on a 
hill he hasn’t seen before usually gets Tra-
vis Ganong fired up.

Racing the downhill on a new slope to 
the men’s World Cup circuit certainly 
brought the best out of the American skier 
on Sunday.

A flawless run on the Deborah Com-
pagnoni course earned Ganong his first 
World Cup victory, less than six weeks be-
fore his home world championship race in 
Beaver Creek.

“First World Cup win!!!! Stoked to be able 
to say that!!” Ganong posted on Twitter.

“I love to take on a new challenge and a 
new slope,” said Ganong, a Squaw Valley, 
Calif., native. “I love the hill, the mountains 
are huge here and it’s fun skiing.”

It’s the second downhill win in a row for 
the U.S. team and the second in Italy after 
Steven Nyman’s triumph in Val Gardena 
last week. The last American back-to-back 
downhill wins dated from the 2007-08 sea-
son when Bode Miller won in Bormio and 
Wengen.

Ganong finished the race in 1 minute, 

32.42 seconds to beat Olympic champion 
Matthias Mayer of Austria by 0.09 and 
Dominik Paris of Italy by 0.21.

Ganong called his effort “a perfect run.”
In other skiing news:
� Swedish skier Sara Hector upset all 

pre-race favorites to win a women’s World 
Cup giant slalom Sunday in Kuehtai, Aus-
tria for her first career victory.

Hector finished in 2 minutes, 17.61 sec-
onds to beat Anna Fenninger of Austria by 
0.09 seconds.

American teen Mikaela Shiffrin, who led 
after the opening run, came 0.18 behind in 
third.

Lynch fined $11,050 for grab

NEW YORK — Seattle Seahawks run-
ning back Marshawn Lynch has been fined 
$11,050 by the NFL for an inappropriate 
gesture while scoring a touchdown against 
Arizona last Sunday night.

Lynch appeared to grab at his groin as 
he leaped into the end zone to cap a 79-yard 
TD run while scoring a touchdown in the 
fourth quarter of Seattle’s 35-6 victory.

Sam not giving up on NFL

ST. LOUIS — Michael Sam dismissed 
the thought that his sexuality has cost him 

a spot in the NFL.
“I don’t like to think that way,” Sam said 

in an Oprah Winfrey Network documen-
tary that aired Saturday night. “But I do
believe I’m a very talented football player 
and I’m going to continue working hard
and try to get that opportunity to play in
the league.”

The first openly gay player drafted in
the NFL has no regrets. 

Cubs’ Castro questioned in Dominican shooting

ALESSANDRO TROVATI/AP

Travis Ganong celebrates after winning his 
first World Cup downhill in Santa Caterina 
Valfurva, Italy, on Sunday.
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BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — C.J. Anderson says he’s 
not the running back that people saw at Cincinnati.

After Denver’s 37-28 loss to the Bengals on Mon-
day night, the Broncos’ breakout running back 
dodged questions like fellow University of Cal alum 
Marshawn Lynch is famous for doing.

Anderson ignored reporters’ questions and testily 
replied to five straight inquiries with a version of, 
“We just played terrible. We’ve got to get better and 
get ready for next week.”

It was a rare breakdown for Anderson, an undraft-
ed second-year pro who has emerged as Denver’s 

top tailback this season. 
He’s topped 1,000 yards 
from scrimmage and 
scored seven times de-
spite not starting until 
injuries to Montee Ball 
and Ronnie Hillman 
thrust him into a bigger 
role at midseason.

After cooling down, 
he took to Twitter on 
Tuesday, saying, “I 
apologize 4 my ac-
tions toward the media 
yesterday. I was very 
frustrated in the way I 

played. I’m not that type of guy.”
Then he repeated his apology in the locker room 

this week, saying, “I was frustrated in my play and 
I should have told you guys to come talk to me 10 
minutes later. I just had a heated argument prior to 
that and I was just upset and very angry. I wear my 
emotions on my sleeve because that is the type of 
player I am.

“I’m not that type of guy and I don’t want to be 
compared to this person or that person. I should have 
never done that and I just want to apologize to every-

body over here because I know you guys have got a 
job to do. But that is behind me, I’ve learned from 
that and I’m open and I’ve moved on to Oakland.”

Anderson actually had a pretty good game, rush-
ing for 83 yards and a touchdown on 18 carries for a 
4.6-yard average. He also caught eight passes for 55 
yards, befitting his status of being voted a Pro Bowl 
alternate this week.

What his family members wanted to talk about 
after the game, however, wasn’t his statistics but his 
sullenness.

“My mom and my grandma raised me a lot bet-
ter than that and you shouldn’t disrespect someone 
else’s job because of what you’re going through,” 
Anderson said. “At the end of the day, you have to 
take the good with the bad and you have to be a 
professional. Like I said, a lot of you guys probably 
thought I played well, but I played terrible. That is 
why I was really upset.”

Anderson said he let down his offensive linemen 
by failing to trust them after some difficult runs that 
went for no gain or negative yards, “and I shouldn’t 
have done that.”

His harsh self-assessment of his last game not-
withstanding, Anderson has helped the Broncos (11-
4) find a much-needed ground game as they head 
into the playoffs. They can earn a first-round bye 
Sunday by beating Oakland (3-12).

Anderson got his opportunity when Hillman 
strained his left foot at St. Louis on Nov. 9. Hillman 
appears ready to return against the Raiders after 
practicing all week for the first time since getting 
hurt. He would give the Broncos an added boost 
by providing a change-of-pace back to go with the 
bruising Anderson.

“He has good burst, good explosion, same things 
that you saw before the injury,” coach John Fox said 
Friday. “He looks to be back in that form. We will 
see how it goes. He hasn’t played football in about 
six weeks, so you always get a little nervous about 
that. But he had a good week of preparation.”

BY TOM WITHERS

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Josh Gordon 
will end his troubled season just 
as it began — suspended.

The Browns’ enigmatic wide 
receiver was suspended Saturday 
for missing a team walk-through 
and will miss the finale in Balti-
more. Gordon, who led the NFL 
in yards receiving last season, 
served a 10-game suspension for 
repeated drug violations earlier 
this year.

A person familiar with the 
situation said Gordon was sus-
pended for not showing up at a 
walk-through in Berea before the 
team flew to Baltimore. The per-
son spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity because the team has not 
disclosed the reason for Gordon’s 
punishment.

Gordon’s absence wasn’t the 
only issue for the Browns.

Rookie quarterback Johnny 
Manziel was late for medical treat-
ment on his injured hamstring, 
the person said. The Browns typi-
cally fine any player who is tardy 
for meetings or treatment on in-
juries. Manziel was placed on 
injured reserve this week after 
making two starts. The former 
Heisman Trophy winner is with 
the team for the season’s final 
game.

Earlier this week, Manziel 
acknowledged he should have 
worked harder during his first 
NFL season.

“I’m not the Johnny Manziel 
that came in here a year ago,” he 
said. “It’s been a year of growing 
up for me. This is a job for me now. 
I have to take this a lot more seri-
ously than maybe I did at first still 
going home and doing whatever I 
was doing in the offseason.”

The Browns issued a statement 
about Gordon’s suspension, but 
did not mention Manziel, whose 
unapologetic stance about his off-
season partying raised questions 

about his commitment. Manziel 
said this week he wants to be “the
guy” for the Browns, who traded
up in the first round to select him
in May’s draft.

Manziel didn’t show much on 
the field during his brief play-
ing time, and the Browns have to
wonder if he can stabilize a prob-
lematic position.

 Gordon’s latest misstep has
put his future with the Browns in 
jeopardy.

He amassed 1,646 yards re-
ceiving last season despite being 
suspended for the first two games 
for violating the league’s sub-
stance abuse policy. He claimed
he failed the drug test for a co-
deine-laced prescription cough 
medicine.

Since returning from his league
ban this year, Gordon had caught
24 passes for 303 yards. But he
also has run the wrong pass 
routes  and has caught just nine 
passes in the past three games,
and he has no touchdowns after 
scoring nine last season.

 And now the Browns may have
reached a breaking point with 
him. They provided support for
Gordon during his suspension
and hoped that he would mature 
and fulfill his potential.

Because he didn’t reach six 
games, Gordon will not be able 
to count this season toward free 
agency. He won’t be eligible for
unrestricted free agency when 
his current contract runs out 
after the 2015 season.

The Browns considered trad-
ing Gordon before the deadline 
last year but didn’t want to give 
up on him for anything less than
a first-round draft pick.

The team had filled Gordon’s
roster spot by promoting re-
ceiver Phil Bates from the prac-
tice squad. However, the team
announced Saturday night that
Bates did not travel with the
team.

NFL

Browns suspend
Gordon for finale
Talented, troubled WR missed walk-through;
lost game will keep him from free agency

Denver’s Anderson apologizes,
says behavior out of character

MICHAEL CONROY/AP

Broncos running back C.J. Anderson eyes the goal line on a 1-yard touchdown run on Monday against 
the Bengals in Cincinnati. Anderson was testy with reporters after the game, which Denver lost.

BILL WIPPERT/AP

Cleveland Browns wide receiver Josh Gordon was suspended by the 
team on Saturday for a violation of team rules one day before the 
season finale at Baltimore.

‘ Like I said, a 
lot of you guys 
probably thought 
I played well, but 
I played terrible. 
That is why I was 
really upset. ’

C.J. Anderson
Broncos RB
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ShowtimeShowtime
Winston finds his ‘sanctuary’ at Rose Bowl

BY GREG BEACHAM

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif.

The clouds of Jameis Winston’s off-the-field 
troubles have cleared for now, and the Flor-
ida State quarterback emerged in the daz-
zling Southern California sun on Saturday 

firmly focused on his quest for a second national 
title.

In his first public appearance since he was cleared 
of violating Florida State’s student code of conduct, 
the 2013 Heisman Trophy winner claimed he is 
neither distracted nor relieved by the latest devel-

opment surrounding an alleged sexual assault two 
years ago.

“I really don’t focus on that,” Winston said. “I usu-
ally just use football as my sanctuary, and I focus on 
my academics and do the things I need to do.”

Winston certainly found his happy place on Sat-

urday. Winston and fellow Heisman winner Marcus 
Mariota joined their teammates and Mickey Mouse 
at the Disney California Adventure park to kick off 
the festivities around the 101st Rose Bowl, which is 
also a College Football Playoff semifinal this year.
SEE ROSE ON PAGE 25

Florida State quarterback Jameis Winston walks 
off the field as fireworks explode behind him last 

month. With his off-field troubles seemingly behind 
him, Winston is ready to lead the No. 2 Seminoles 

in their quest for a second straight national title.
STEPHEN M. DOWELL/TNS

101st Rose Bowl
Florida State (13-0)  vs. Oregon (12-1)

AFN-Sports
11:10 p.m. Thursday CET

7:10 a.m. Friday JKT

Holiday cheer
Trojans hold off Cornhuskers
rally in Holiday Bowl  Page 26


